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To His Highneſs the Duke of 


GLOCESTER. 
SIR, 


Our Hicaness can 
never rule {o equal- 
© ly in the Empire of 
Learning, but that the Poets 
will pretend to a particular 
A 2 In- 


T he Dedication, 
Intereſt in Your ProteQtion, 
as well as in Your Fame: 
And the Grecian Maſters, who 
are the firſt of the Tribe, 
will reckon themſelves in- 
jurd,, nnleſs they have the 
Honour of © paying” their 
Dutigs befare the reſt. 
In the Late: Degeneracy 
of 'Ancient Valour, they 
have had the Hard Fortune 
to paſsfor meer Romiancers; 
becauſe their Worthies and 
their Adventures appear be- 
yond our preſent Notions 
of Human Condud and 
Force : But from Your 
Hreuwesse's Aﬀtions, th 
expect a full recove 
Faith and of Effeem:_1 


T7 he Dedicatvon. 
afe I for the Time, 
when they may renew their 
old Title to Prophecy: and 
when -the Fame -of Your 
H:cunesse's Archievements 
ſhall juſtifie the Miracles of 
their Verſe. For Princes 
SIR, have this Advantage 
above us the Vulgar Herd 
of Scholars; that we read the 
Story of Heroick Exploits, 
barely to underſtand and 
to admire them; T HEY to 
imitate, and to exceed them. 
And whilſt thus, with a 
haſty kind of Loyalty , the 
Good Old Songiters are 
coming to wait on Your 
Hicnness, 'tis no wonder if 
they make uſe of any poor 
A 3 Guide 


T he Dedication. 


Guide to Conduct them-: 
never fearing that with 
Your Hicaness's Juſtice, the 
Worth of the Addreflers can 
ſuffer by the meanneſs of 
the Jntroducer : 


SIR, 
Your HIGHNESS's 


Moft Humble and moſt 


Obedient Serwant, 


Ba$iL KENNET, 


THE 


T HE 


HE Pleaſures and the Diſtaſts which 


PREFACE. 
we receive from former Years and Men, 
are chiefly owing to our ſelves : Their 


favours affe# us not, unleſs we apply them :, and 
their Injuries have no force 5 but what they bor- 
row from our Folly. Good People of Anti- 
quity never beweft us, "till we work our ſelves 
| with pains into their Acquaintance : and the Bad 
never corrupt us, but when we court their Com- 
pany. "Tis on this account that, while we neg- 
lett the Old — Ignorance or Vice, the 
Patterns of Wit and Virtue engage our Curioſity 
as well as our Eſteem. And among theſe, we 
entertain a particular AﬀeFion for the celebrated 
AUTHORS of Ancient Times : We are de- 
frrous of underſtanding their Ations and For- 
tunes as well as their Writings, and are the more 
eager to en into Their private Story, the 
more agreeably they divert ns with the Adven- 
tures of other Men. 

Tet Envy and Ingratitude have done their 


beſt to deprive us of. this SatisfaFion. Many of 
the 


The PREFACE. 

the Great Maſters ſurvive only in the Front 
their Labours re read ther whole Flite, 
in a Line of the Title-page. Fame, with the or- 
dinary of Informers, diſcovers Ill-Nature 
in her very Praiſe ; and under the pretence 
giving a Loud Sound to their Memory, excuſes 
Her om” giving « Diſtin&t one, Naw the 
P $ have « deeper ſhare in this Mirfor- 
Pune than the Profeſſors of other Arts and Stu- 
dies. Philoſophers commonly leave numerous 
Set; behind them, which endeavour to imlarae 
their owe Credit by . ſwelling the agons, n— 
Founders. Orators, —_— a Hand bs the 
Bfoneſe of State, peſs 
Commun 1 : And the Hiſtorizus themſelves, 
while they ate the Times they live in, eu- 
twiſt. their private Affairs with the Memorials of 
Pablick Adions: and, borrewing the Vanity of 
ax Art to which they lend Materials, never fail to. 
draw their own Pilture in their Novleſt Work, But 
the Poet by the Rudes of bis Order, forſwears 
Buſineſs 4s heartily as Riches ; He is to cover 
himſelf from the World with Shades and Privacy ; 

even the noiſe of bis own Praiſes maſt not be 
fo great as to break the Cloud which inveils his 
Perſon. If be chance to Addreſs his Verſes to 
the Honour of the preſent Age, then perhaps Po- 
fterity may the City, and the Times he 
livid in: But his chief Aﬀairs lie amongſt the 
the Old Race'of Nortals ; He is to revive He- 
roes that have died in their very Braſs: And 


tho' be may poſſubly reſcue Them from the Gulph 


of 


in the Cerrent af 


AY 


DRIES Y A 5 


ſaid fo have even 


* The PREFACE. 


of Time, be is Himſelf commonly ſwallow d tn 


we” the MUSES have been civilly treated in 
ads. Chrondcls, it wuft be 9" that of the Grecian 


Arts the Covey the Laws, the ; ord the 
Triumphs of Greece, fone thetr. 
Fountain, ard were all noxriſh d by their Streams. 
te indeed Efe8s their Service if repaid, mhile 
IT on py — 


= , wh Wi; Poets 
ere Rd abs neſt the apes of the State ; 
and a Viidooy at = of their Comtentions in the 


Theatre obtain'd as fair a place in the Pablick 
Regiſters, as the Ations of & facreſsfal Gene- 
ral. But when by a mutual failure, Greatneſs 
began to languiſh for want of the incitement 
Wit, and Wit to fink becauſe wunſu _ P 
Greatneſs : the py: Tribe, like a 'd Fa- 
mil, not ”—_ affer d in their own Gre: ts, but 
the Homonrs and the At- 
n= of their Predeceſſors. The Old He- 
roes in the Art of Verſ iſe had their Trophies ſcat- 
ter d about in he oide Field of th ory ;, but their 
weak Poſterity conld not gather them into a Pile, 
and ſo 5/5 ave roll'd down in the ſame Confuſion 
to our Times. {c divided H 
\ To pick up ſome parts of theſe divided Honors, 
2s wh ay Sacred _ together, is the 
Deſign f this ſmall Attempt. The Cementing L,, 


The PREFACE 

the P the giving the nice touches W 
many ad Ok, f ry the Core of Nee 
be nn 1 4-3 Ak not to flop at thoſe 
admir'd Maſters whoſe Lebours ſarvive as well 
as their Memory; but to take in the moſt cele» 
brated of the = 1 ger oat the Stock, 
of their ws goa z and have made That 
their paſs _ Ages, fince their 

ay 2. oo mn Fe Way. 
Endeavours after their proper Charaders 
heve been added in vw Diviſions : Becanſe 
their Wit I part of their Story ;, and 
becauſe to give the =p tr without 
Wake = yr; than 


to write the Memoires of a Prince or Hero, and 
to unit the Relation of his Exploits. 
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The Life of HOMER. 


HE Age and Country of Homer have 
exercisd the Criticks, more than all 
his Works, Hiltorians are ſo much in 
the dark about theſe Points ; that, if 
*they were to be derermin'd by a Ma- 
: jority, *rwould be hard co.find rwo 
SEEPRP fide. In the mean time the Men of his 
own Profeſlion have made their Advaniave of che 
uncertain Diſpute; have been willing chow Great 
Maſter ſhould be acknowledg'd of Divins Original, 
as wells their Art: And advisd che con: ending Cis 
ties to reſign the Prize to Heaven, Wirchour donbe 
the Honour of Poeſy is much advanc'd by the Noble 
Controverſie about ics Auchor, Aad while we own 
Homer to be Him, | 


BB ___ . <=—Cujav 


The Lives and Charafers of the 


— Cujus de gurgite ſacro 
Combibit arcanos vatum ks furores. 


From whoſe Immortal Stream the Tuneful Train 
Derive their Tranſports and their Secret Vein : 


We have the greater Veneration for him, the leſs we 
are acquainted with his Source. 


As when Old Nilus, who with bounteous Flows, 
Waters an hundred Nations as He goes ; 
Scattering Rich Harveſts : keep's his Sacred Head 
Among the Clouds ſtill undiſcovered *. 


If we take the pains to examine all the Ancient 
and Modern Calculations, and compare them with 
one another : we find the greater part of the Votes 
declaring Smyrna the place of his Birth ; and fixing 
the time of it, between One and Two hundred Years 
before the Building of Rome. But then if we enquire 
farther into the Particulars ; the Proſpet grows in- 
finitely Darker : and he has ſcarce more Fables in his 
Poetry, than Authors have confuſedly multiplied a- 
bour his Life. 

Indeed Herodotus, who according to his own Ac- 
+ In £»- Count Þ liv'd but Four hundred Years after him, is 
zerpe. faidto have drawn up the entire Story of Homer. And 

we have ſtill among his Works a Piece, which pro- 
miſes us the ſame tavour by its Title ; tho* Learn- 
ed Men have not yet agreed to acknowledge ic for 
Genuine. However, ic cannot fail of a civil recepti- 
on, while it is not manifeſtly convicted as a Chear. 
And, ſuppoſing the worſt, why may not we as 
well entertain our ſelves with the feign'd Hiſtory of 
a Perſon we admire, as wich the fancied Statue or 
Picture, when the true are irrecoverably loſt? In 
thoſe Arts, if one ſingle Mark or Poames be Sat 
nown, 
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Antiem Grecian Poets. Part. l. 
known, there is ground enough to proceed on in 
forming the whole Piece. And here, after all che 
ſtrange Reports, we have ſtill Certainty enough for 
a Foundation, Therefore, while we ftick to the 
common Notion form'd of him by all the World, of 
a Blind, Indigent Bard, ftrowling up and down, and 
owing all his poor ſubſiſtencero his Muſe: ſhould the 
larger Memorials not appear ſtritly erue; yer they 
muſt needs ſeem in ſome meaſure pleaſant and a- 
greeable, when they are built on ſo good a Bottom. 

If then we may be allow'd to tell che Tale after 
Herodotus ; His Mother Critheis was born and liv'd at 
Cums in «olis: where, happening to be with Child 
by a ftoPn Embrace; her Guardian after her Parents 
Death, to avoid the Publick Scandal, ſent her away 
to a Friend of his at Smyrna ; which City had been 
lately founded by a Colony from Came. Within a 
little time after her remove, going with the- Procel- 
fion of Women to a Feaſt, celebrated near the River 
Meles, ſhe was ſuddenly brought to Bed of HOMER; 
and gave the Boy the Name of Meleſigenes, from the 
Place of his Birth. 

Upon this Accident, ſhe was oblig'd to leave the 
Gentleman, to whoſe Care ſhe had been committed 
by her Guardian ; and to ſer up in Smyrne for herſelf ; 
goccing her Livelihood by her Work. This thriv'd 

well wich her, that ſhe did not only procure a 
Competent Maintenance, but could afford ro bring 
up her Son in the Arts and Improvements proper to 
his Age. Her Induſtry and Prudence gain'd Her fa 
fair a Character in the City; that in a little time 
ſhe receiv'd the Addreffes of one Phemiws, an eminent 
Teacher of Letters and Muſick ; and after a long 
Siege, at laſt conſented to Marry him. The Old 
Gentleman admir'd the extraordinary Parts of his 
Son in Law ; and taking all the Care in the World 
of his Education, found =_ quickly fo far yg = 
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The Lives and CharaSers of the 
hand with the reſt of the Scholars, .as to be able to 
cope with his Maſter in his own Art. And in ſhorr, 
at his Death, left him all his Effects, and the Com- 
mand of the School. . 

Our Poer, falling to his Hereditary Profeſſion, 
ſoon advanc'd it to ſuch a prodigious degree, as to. 
make himſelf the common Wonder, not only of his 
Countrymen ; but of all the Strangers that reſorted 
to Smyrna j on account of the Great Corn-Trade, 
for which that Ciry was famous. Among other For- 
reigners who appli:d themſclves co him for the Bene- 
fit of his Converſation 5 one Mentes, the Maſter of 
a Veſſel, and a Man, as Times went, of tolerable 
Knowledge and Learning, was fo taken with his 
Company ; that by a great many fair Promiſes, he 

ail'd with him to leave his School,. and to go a- 
Cond for Lexcadia, the Merchant's own Country. 
The Main reafon of His Compli-nce ſeems to have 
been the extraordinary defire he had ot informing 
himſelf ia the Manners and Cuſtoms of different Peo- 
ple ; which he judged would be of great uſe to the 
deſign he had before form'd, of making Poetry the 
Buſineſs of his Life. | 

He had now furniſh'd himſelf with abundance of 
Remarks on the Places occurring \in his Travels, 
When, by reaſon of his ordinary Infirmity, a terri- 
ble Humour in his Eyes ; not being able to make the 
whole Voyage, He agreed to be left at hace : being 
recommended to the care of one Memter, an Ac- 
quaintance of the Merchants, and a Man of the 

ateſt Character for Juſtice and Hoſpitalicy, in that 
FNand. And here it was that he pick'd up the main 
yu of his Stories about Ulyſſes, His Old Friend the 

erchant, returning ſome time after, and —_— 
his Eyes a lictle berter, cook him aboard again : 
carrying him about co many places, at laſt landed 
him at Colophon : where his Indiſpoſition returned fo 
violently as to take away his ſight. He 
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Ancient Grecian Poets. Part. T. 

He had reafon to be tired of rambling now, and 

accordingly, as well as he could, repair'd home to 

But ic ſeems he had loſt all his Intereſt chere, 
by leaving the City after fo unaccountable a manner. 
So that finding himſelf in a fair way to be ſtarv'd, he 
reſoly'd to take a Journey to Cams, where his An- 
ceſtors had liv'd ; and to ſupport himſelf as well as 
he could upon the Road, by his Begging and by his 
Muſe. Burt finding his Poetry take very much in a 
lictle Town on the Way ; He ſetled there for ſome 
time, and got his Victuals by Haranguing the People 
in Verle.. However, ſupplies did not come in fo faſt, 
but that he quickly grew as Hungry as ever: and fo 
took his leave of his Patrons, and went in earneſt for 
Cums. Here, ſurprizing the People with his Songs 
and his Art, he was encourag'd to addreſs the Coun- 
cil for a maintenance: engaging upon that Conſide- 
ration, to make their City the moſt Famous in the 
World. 

The greater part of the Magiſtrates were at firlt 
inclin'd to accepe his Propoſal: only one of the 
Grave Gentlemen declaim'd bitrerly againſt admit- 
ing him; and told his Wiſe Brethren amoog other 
things, that if they made a Cuſtom of taking all the 
"Ouney, or Blmd Strowlers, into their ProteRion, the 
Town would be fill'd in a lirtle time wich a compa- 
ny of uſeleſs Creatures, fit for nothing in the Earth 
but to breed a Famine. 

And to this Accident Homer, ow'd his Name. Af- 
ter much Debate, this Opinion carried the Day, and 
was proclaim'd by the Crier ; decreeing no ſupport 
to be given to the Petitioner. Surpriz'd at the fad 
diſappointment, he leſt Cuma for Phoces ; only wilh- 
ing the Inhabitants at his Departure, thatthere might 
never riſe a Poet in their Country, to celebrate fa 
ungrateful a People. 


B 1 Arriving 


_ DE 
Ratkally fort of a Pedant 
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ever to ad 
of Homer's Art; and « he ſhould make a f 
Prize, if he could trick him out of his Wit. With 
this Deſign, he made his Applications after a Ci- 
vil manner ; and promifd the Poet to allow 2 
convenient ſubſiſtence, upon condition ' he mighe 
have the liberty of tranſcribing thoſe Pieces, which he 
had already by him, and whatever he ſhould com- 
poſe farther. Homer was glad of any ſecurity from 
Hunger and Cold ; and fo, without ſuſpeting any 
Knavery, agreed to live with the Fellow ; and to 
give him what liberty he pleavd in relation to his 
ritings. Under the Care of fuch a Patron, he is ſaid 
© have wrote the Leſſer had, * which began 


"ator deft nf, Daghuving bs morov » 
"Hs wet mad miller Aardoi Swegnetles "AgnGr. 


I ſing Troy's Plains for Generous Steeds renown'd ; 
Where the Brave Greek: ſuch bloody Labours found, 


Theſftorides having receiv'd this Poem, and a great 
many other Pieces, that his Gueſt put into his Hands, 
thought it was time for him now to be gone, and to 
make the beſt Market of them he could. Accord- 
ingly, ſtealing away from Pheces, he went for Chior 
and there opening a School, and publiſhing Homer's 
Verſes in his own Name, they thriv'd fo much ber- 


a Ariſtotle denies Amer to have been the Author of this Poem, 
Feet, cap. 24: - * : 
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ter with him than they had done with their Author, 
that he quickly found himfelf poſlefied of a ſufficienc 
ſtock of Money, and a larger of Reputation. Poor 
Homer all this while was living hard on his Wit at 
Phocea; and feem'd more concern'd to provide him- 
ſelf neceſſary ſuſtenance, than to venture an uncer- 
rain queſt af:er the Thief. But, a lictle while atcer, 
there happen'd ſome Perſons of Learning to arrive 
there from Chio: ; who, wondering to hear ſeveral 
ieces of Poetry recited by Homer, that they had 
oblig'd with from another hand in their own 
City ; took occaſion to give an account of the new 
Schoolmaſter, and what a Trade he drove with his 
Verſes. Homer, underſtanding where his Sha 
was fix'd, refolv'd to take the trouble of unkenneling 
him; and went preſently to the Sea-ſide ro meer 
with a Veſſel for his Expedition. As ill luck would 
have it, there were no Ships direaly bound for 
Chios : however finding a Fleet ready to Sail to Ery- 
thres with Wood, het ht it would not be much 
out of his way, it he embark'd with them for that 
Cicy. Approaching the Mariners, he ſaid a great 
many fine things to them, and eafily prevail'd to gain 
admiffion into one of the Veſſels. As ſoon as ever 
he was well ſeated, he began to ſhow his Gratitude 
and his Art; and made his Prayer for their good 
Voyage in ſuch Strains as theſe, 
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Hear mos Great Neptune, whom the Waves )* 


Y, 
Whole Trident makes the trembling Shores give 


way ; 
But rules Fair Helicon with gentler Sway. 
Grant theſe Good Men, that o're thy Realm are 


born, 
A Profperous Gale, and bleſs their fafe Return. 
While I ſecurely reach the Sacred Lands 
Which Stately Mime's awful height commands. 
Dire&t me to lome Hoſt that will be kind ; 
And aid my ſearch; *till the Vile Wretch we find; 
Who thus with impious Theft repay's my Love, 
And breaks the Rites of Hoſputable Jove. 


Whatever his Prayers might ſignifie, they had a 
fair Gale to drive them to Erytbes. But here things 
did not go altogether ſo well as Hower could wi 
For gerting a Friend to enquire at the Harbour, he 
heard of no Ships that were ready to make a Voy- 
age toward Chios, However to try his Fortune, a 
lictle farther, he defir'd to be led along by the Sea- 
ſide, ſomething lower, to the Place, where the Fiſh- 
ermen us'd to ply with their Boats, Some of theſe 
appear'd to be Bound for Chics, but were ſo Churliſh 
as to deny a poor blind Fellow the ſmall favour of a 
Paſſage. Homer nctled at their rudeneſs, broke our 
into his ordinary Revenge of Verle. 
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Hard-hearted Villains, whom the milder Sea 
Keeps (like its Cormorants) on Wrecks and Prey : 
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Thus diſappointed of his Hopes he fat down very me- 
lancholy on the Shore : when preſently afcer he keard 
the ſame Seamen bawling near the Land ; they ha- 
ving been driven back by a Tempeſt to the Place, 
where they ſet out. He did not fail to make his ad- 
vantage of this Accident, but told them gravely, 
that the only Cauſe of their Misfortrune was their baſe 
refuſal of his Requeſt ; and engag'd they ſhould have 
a good Voyage, on condition they* more civil, 
and honeſtly rake him in. The Fiſhermen, upon 
ſecond. thoughts, eaſily imagin'd ſoqpething more 
than ordinary in the caſe ; and conſented to hoiſt 
him into the Boat. But as ſoon as they had croſs'd 
the Sea, they went about their Afﬀairs, and left the 
Poor Paſſenger on the Beach to ſhift for himſelf.” Ir 
ſeems he ſtraggled luckily enough toward Chios ; but 
met with an Adventure in the way, which ſtop'd 
his Journy and his Deſignes. For happening in his 
Ramble to follow the Cry of a company of Goats, 
that were feeding in the Country, he lighted at laſt 
on the Goat-herd himſelf; who enquiring into his 
Condition, and receiving a moſt lamentable ſtory of 
Troubles and Afﬀictions ; took pitry on the Diſtref 
ſed Stranger, and led him into his Hue, As ſoon as 
they had ref:eſh'd themſelves with a little Food, Ho- 
wer beginning a pleaſanter Tune, anda Relation of 
his former Travels; work'd himſelf into the entire 
love and eſteem of his honeſt Hoſt, and was oblig'd 
with a Lodging there for that Night. The nexce 
Morning, the Goat-herd thought it his Duty to ac- 
quaint his Mafter with the good Fortune. Accor- 
dingly, leaving Homer in the Cortage, with the pro- 
milſz of a ſpzedy return, he repair'd to Boliſſus , (a 
Town hard by) where his Maſter liy'd, and inform'd 


him 


The Lives and Charaflers of the 
him what a Miracle of a Man be had met with ; 
defiring his Advice in the Point how he was to be 
diſpos'd of, The Gentleman had no great inclinati- 
ons to countenance a bl-nd Vagabond ; however he 
order'd the Stranger to be brought © him, to (ce if 
he an{wer'd his Chara&ter. The Goat-herd return- 
ing to the Field, led Homer into Town, and pre- 
ſented him to his Maſter. And he, after much talk, 
receiving full ſatisfaction of the WiſJom, Ingenuity 
and Integrity of his Gueſt ; intreated him to take up 
bis —_— there in the Houſe, and to engage in 
the Inſticution of his Sons. Homer accepting the 
Propoſal with a thouſand Thanks ; immediately fell 
to his Charge, And here ic was that he Compos'd a- 
bundance ot his lighter Pieces, with univerſal Ap- 

lauſe, particularly the Battle of the Froggs and Mice. 

The of his reſidence in the Neighbouring 
Parts, reach'd Chin: Upon which Advice, 
Theſterides thought fit once more to give him the flip, 
and was glad to ſneak away with the firſt Fleer, and 
ſeek his Forcune. 

Homer, however fatisficd with his new Patron's Fa- 
vours, yet could not entirely forget the main deſign 
of his Expedition. - So that after a conſiderable ſtay, 
he beg'd leave to carry on his firſt Purſuit, and to 
proceed for Chios, Here, tho' the Thiet was fled 
who had occaſion'd his Journey, yet he found his 
Labour very well ſpent, meeting with extraordina 
encouragement, and quickly raiſing himſelf a flou- 
riſhing School ; where he inſtruaed the Youth in 
his own Verſes. And now, being arriv'd at a Hap» 

ine(s he never before enjoy'd, a plentiful Fortune ; 
got him a Wiſe, and refolv'd to fix in ſo good 

Quarters. Under theſe eafie Circumſtances he com- 
pos'd his Nobler Works; taking particular care to 

ke a grateful mention of thoſe Perſons, from whom 
he bad receiv'd the chief Obligations of his 20S 

1s 
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Thus he brings in Menror, who had treated him fo 
kindly at hace, as one of the Prime Miniſters of 
Ulyſes, and him to whom the Prince when he ſec 


forward for the Trojan War, committed the Charge 
of his Family, and his Concerns. And what's mere 
Honourable, having occaſion to introduce Pallas in 
a Mortal ſhape, he gives her the form of Mentor. 
His Father in Law and Maſter Phemiz/s Care he has 
repay'd in that grateful Commemoration of him, in 


the firſt of the Odyſley, 
Kigut of” & agoir xibacr cheungant Www 
nude , Ins mis ingird]o mif]a; deidir, 
His ſhining Harp the Herald ſtraight refignd 
To Phomis, Prince of all the Kind, 
His Friend Mentes the Merchant ſtands too upon 
Recard , 


Milns *Ayadtacre daipggr@ Ivagueas dives 
Tits, eTdg miginin qunghruwoiwy drdoow, 


Mentes my Name I boaſt, Stout Anchie?'s Son ; 
And my juſt ſway the Sailing Tapbians own. 


The Fame of Homer's Poetry was not now con- 
fin'd to Jonia, where he had paſs'd his Life, but 
made an equal Noiſe in Greece. So that among the 
vaſt Number of Strangers that us'd to viſit him for the 


| fake of his Wit, ſome at laſt prevail'd with him to 


take a Voyage into thoſe Parts, He was migheil 
pleas'd with the Invitation : and having in the fi 
place inſerted ſeveral Honourable t on the 
City Arbews in his Poems, he ſer Sail, and arriv'd at 
Camo;, where he took up his Winter Quarters, 


During 


vd The Liver and Charfters of the 
During his Nay there, his of maintaining 
himſelf, was at thetime of every Now Moon, to 
about, with a Chorus of Boys that led him, to 
Houles of the Greareit Perſons in the City, and 
to fing this kind of Baltad, or Waſsil at their Doors. 
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At our Maſters Great Houſe, Merry Tribe, here we 
ſtand, 

To praiſe his juſt Wealth, and applaud his Com- 
mand. 

Let the Barrs be knock'd off, and unlock the Proud 
Gare, 

While Plenty and Peace make their Entrance in 
State. 

May Joys here, like Rivals, contend which ſhall 
Reipn ; 

And Ceres with Bachas the Combat maintain. 

May the Nymph, whoſe ſweet Charms our Young 
Patron have won, 

Drawn by Prancing high Mules, ride in Triumph 
to Town. 

And when the Gile Coach it's fair Load ſhall reſign, 

Beneath her gay Feet may the bright Amber ſhine. 


May 
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her Wit to her Needle freſh Labours afford ; 

And o'er the rich Loom fpread the Fame of her 
Lord. 

Thus our Viſits and Vows we repeat thro' the Year, 

And with the new Seaſons, like Swallows, appear. 

In th' Porch we wait Your Boon: ſay quick, wilt 
come, or no z 

We've a long round to make ; when our Song's 

done We go. 


This Begging piece of Cant, was held in great ve- 
neration for a long time after in Samos; and uſed 
conſtantly to be ſung by the Boys on the Feſtival of 
Apollo. 

"ln the Spring, Homer thinking on nothing but his 
Journey to Hrbens, embark'd with fome of the Peo- 
ple of thoſe Parts, and landed at Is. Here finding 
himſelf violengly ill, and the Town being at a great 
diſtance from the Harbour, he laid down upon the 
Graſs near the Shore. In this Condition the Fiſher- 
men met with him, and encoumer'd him with their 
Famous Riddle, of 


"Aw" ious amuudhe , * 'S" wx Lou profnrhie, 
(Leaving what's took, what we took wot we bring) 


which, they ſay, he not being-able toexpound, died 
with Grief. ' But the crue account is, that his former 
Diſtemper was the cauſe of hk:Death; which hap- 
pen'd alter in Jos. . The! People of the Ciry, 
and the Paſſengers. who! bad boy him company 
thither, paid their laſt RefpeRts to him in an Honotut- 
rable Burial. His Tomb ftood by the Sea-Shore; 
and bad this Epicaph engrav'd on it in a later Age 3 
when bis Poems had gain'd the Approbation of all the 
World. 

"Erbd 
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Ancient Grecian Poets. Part. 1. 
They cither ſhow us the fine Machine at one view, 
without taking ir _ or elſe they hy thoſe 
Pieces at too great a diſtance, and never give them us 
all in the ſame Light. The moſt Judicious and In- 
Boſſs, who built his Doctrine of the Epi 
on the Foundation they had laid, is the 

that has drawn Homer at his full length : a—— 
by this eminent piece of Service, for the man 

les Labours of his Countrymen in the ſame Field ; 
by which, in the Judgment of a Great Man, They 
ſeem | --+-436/* 20: than improv'd any 
a | EF muſt thus learn the 
the Conftruftion and the Uſe of the Iliad 
and the Odyſſe. 

© In all matters which we undertake with delibera- 
* tion and conduct, gs pa_— 
" in our Minds, and that by ch we govern the 
* whole Deſign, and it's particular parts. 
* End of the 


i Poem being the of 
- $5 + have firſt in his 


* the conſideration of Vertues _ _ _ 
* The Inſtructions which they give are 
* for all States, ag, and Ages The Poet now, 


. * a particular eye on the preſent Diſtreſſesand Incon- 


* yveniencies that they labour under. With this 

« woſt proper thar he: non 

: e can imagin : to urge the 
* Truth of it, he does not ſo much employ the force 
© of Reaſoning, as the Arts of Infinuation and Plea- 
* ſure; accomodating himſelf to the particular Cu- 
 ſtoms and Inclinations of thoſe, who are cicher - 


Now the. 


is 


'T; The Lives and Charafterr of the 


* Miſunderftnding between Princes is the ruin of their 


© States. 
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Adrient Grecian Poets. Part. E. 
* Bue this Truth, before it can be ſet in ies full 
[Light has need of a {econd to ſuſtain it. *Tis ne- 
* ceflary in fuch a —_ noe only to repreſent the 
* Confederate States at ſt quarreling among them- 
* ſelves, and fo, unfortunate: bur to ſhow--them af. 
*.terwards reconcil'd and victorious. Let's ſee how 
* he has . joyn'd theſe matters in one fole univerſal 
* Action. 
* Here are ſeveral Princes, independant - one of 
* another, uniced againſt their Common Enemy. 
© The Perſon who has been choſe Generaliſimo, ha 
' pens to offend the moſt Valiant of all che Conte- 
* derates. The affronted Prince is enrag'd to ſuch a 
* degree, as to relinquiſh the Union, and to enter 
© into an obſtinate reſolution of engaging no farther 
* in the Common Cauſe. This Mil-underſtandin 
* affords che Enemy fuch an adv , that the Na 
© lies are in a fair way to quit their Rnncepiins with 
© diſgrace. The Prince himſelf who made the ſepara- 
, __ not a—_ his ſhare in yt ro he 
0 ought on his Party. For en his 
* deareſt Friend leave to Succour them in Foro 
* neceflicy : this Friend of his is kill'd by the Gene- 
"ral of the Enemies. So the quarrelling Chiefs 
* being both grown wiſe at cheir own Expence, 
© the matter is taken up;* and they joyn Forces as 
* before. The happy ſequence of which recon- 
* cilement is, that this Valiant Prince who had with- 
© drawn, not only brings the vo to: his ſide k 
* bue leats his privats Revenge, by killing wit 
, dane hexdb MC tudes of his Friends Death. 
* See here che firſt Plan of the Poem, and the Fidi. 
* on uniting in one important and univerſal Action 
* all che particulars on which it is raiw'd. 
* Now this muſt be made probable, by the circum- 
* ſtances of Time, Place and Perſons. There muſt 


" be Men found out of eminent Character and Fame 
' C © eicher 
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naturally arrifes an infinite number of 

Dangers, and Adventures very uſcful for 
advancing the ine of Politicks. On the other 
fide this abſence of the King draws a thouſand di- 
ſturbances onthe Kingdom 5; which are not con- 
cluded till his return, whoſe Prefence only can re- 
blifh Aﬀairs. So that the Abſence of the King 
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* The Swbje#; have ſcarce need of any more than 
one generdl Maxim, which is, to ſuffer chemſelves 
to be govern'd, and to obey faichfully ; whatever 
reaſons they may fancy to themſelves againſt the 
Orders they receive. "Tis caſie to join this Inſtru- 

with the other, by furniſhing chis Wiſe and 

rious Prince with Subje&s, wt.o in his abſence 

more inclin'd tro follow their own Judgments 

than his Commands: and by ſhowing from the 

ileries which their Difobedience brings upon 

them, the unhappy Conſequences which almoſt 

neceſlarily attend thee Private Counfels when car- 
* ried on in oppoſition to the Supream Power. 

* But now, as "twas neceiary that the Princes of 


" other Maxim of equal importance, that 


boo 
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'« ought vpof no accotint tb ramble from his Coun- 
” | RA 


| "hes tie indeed, there are many neceſſary Cau- 
© (os which might be x ſufficient Covere to the Pru- 


's derice of our Polititian W this caſe : Bur then, ſuch 


* a necefliry &- importane 
© matter 4 os: th 


o'er itſelf to furniſh 
this Multiplication of the 


5 Aion would be faulty. "The Remedy therefore is, 


Fin the firft place, to fix this neceffiry and this de- 
© parrure of the Hero, withowr the Bounds of che Po- 
fem. And _— the Hero, having been ob- 
* lig ©o abſent him f for ſome reaſoris antecedenc 
Fro the Aim, and placed withoat *the Fable; he 
" onghe riot ethbrace this opportunity of inſtruting 
© himſelf ; and fo wilfully keep from his own Domi- 


* nions. For, at this rate his Abſence would be 


* plainly voluntary, and __ might juſtly impute 
Tto him all the Diſorders that broke out at Home. 

* So that inthe Conſtitution of the Fable, the Poet 
" ought not to take for Nis 4#im, and for the Foun- 


, of his Work, the departure of a Prince from 
"his Country ; nor his voluntary -abroad, but 
"his Return ; and that roo as it is ret againſt his 


Will. This is the firſt Idea which our Poet gives 
* vs. Hits Hero makes his firſt appearance in a remote 
* Ile, fitting by the Sea-ſhore, and ſurveighing the 
# Water with Tears in his Eyes; as the acle 


long 

the of his dear Country. 

, As this forced delay is ſomething more 
more likely to happen in Voyages by 
3 Homer has judiciouſly pirch'd on a Prince, 
'd in an Iſland. 

us fe then, how he has fram'd the whole 
$ making his Hero « Man of Years, as ne- 
improving himſelf in Wiſdom and Poli- 
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* And this prudene diſguize, of which he makes ſo 


an advantage, has the ſame effeats on the Au- 


e Hors of the Troakies, and on thoſe who know no- 


yp py _Yy as ifhe was ftil! abroad. 
s he is abſenc with relation to them, till ſuch 
' time as he diſcovers himſelf in their Puniſhment. 

* The Poet, having thus compos'd his Fable, and 
* join'd the- Fiftion to the Truth, has made choice 
* of Ulyſe: King of the Iſle Ibecs to ſuſtain the chief 
* Character ; and has diſtributed the inferior parts a- 
* mong P. , Telemachm, Antinow, and what other 
" Names he pleaſes. 

"We not here inſiſt on that multicude of ex- 
* cellent Precepts, which are ſo many and na- 


* tural of the Fu Truth; and 
* which the Poet has fo artificially diſguiz'd in thoſe 
* Fictions, that are the and the Members 


* of the Grand Action. ch are theſe Moral Ad- 
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© Thus the Poet tells us in the Iked, that, he Sings 
© the Anger of Achilles the Cauſe of ſo many Grecian's 
* Deaths, In the Odyſſey, on the other ſide, he cakes 
* Care to let us know, that, the Snbjet#: periſh d by their 
* own Def axlt. 

' wig en true , that thele mighty 
* Names of Kings and Heroes ; of Acbilles, Agemen- 
* non, and Uhſſe: repreſent no leſs the meancit Ciri- 
* zens, than the Ceſar; the Pompey: and the Alexan- 
* dev's of the World, Men ot ordinary rank are 
* equally ſubyet to loſe their Eftates, and to ruine 
* their Families, by Quarrels and Divifions, or by 
* their negligence in managing their Aﬀairs, as Per- 
* ſons of the higheſt Qualicy. So that they have as 
* much occaſion for Homer's Inſtructions, as Kings 
* themlelves ; and are perhaps as capable of profiring 
* by them *. 

Thoke that fer up for Scepricks in Criticiſm, may 
— that, all this is but Scheme and Hy pothe- 
ſis ; and that Hower never underſtood Politicks and 
and Occonomics half fo well, as fince Boſſu has been 
his Tutor. That the fine Train of Allegory or 
(as they will rather term it) Myfery, is not owing to 
the Poet's Imagination but to our own : while, be- 
in once grown enamour'd of his Muſe, we not only 
ſee a thouſand new Charms about her, to which ſhe 
is really a Stranger ; bur like craz'd Lovers, turn her 
Wy te into Beauties. 

t ſure if Theories in Philoſophy, are ſo much in 
faſhion, Theories in Poeſy might hope to be as kind- 
ly receivd. "Tis now a days the Character of Fools 
to admire what they don't throughly know : Burt che 
Men who to he and Sence, will ne+ 
ver eſteem a thing "ll they fancy they underſtand ir. 
Thus they are not raviſh'd with the fair variety of 


# Da F\ Ep. liv, 3. chap, 10. 


Nature, 
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Nature, till chey have framed ſome kind of Clue to 
the Mazes of her Works ; and a reaſon for eyery ap- 
pearance, every little Feature in her Face. 

would not admire the Celeſtial Motions, unleſs they 
carried their Spheres about with chem in their Heads; 
and could meaſure the ſteps of every rowling Orb. 
And certainly, they cagnot be better pleas'd with a 
Poer, till they form fome Notion of his Conduct 
and Deſign. They cannot value his Magick, unleſs 


they conceive how 'tis wrought : nor ac ledge 
the Power of any Charms, chat pretend to conquer, 
without being underſtood. 


Thus, were this Doctrine no more than a - 
ble Hypotheſis, it would be of real ufe to the World; 
becauſe it would recommend the Poems to Mens 
eſteem ; and by that means, inforce the Leſſons they 
convey. But we may as rationally imagin that all 
the Letters which expreſs the Iliad and the Odyſſey 
were jumbled into their preſent Order by a chance 
throw : as that the Poems were compos'd by the 
Author without ſome General and ufcful Proſpe&. 
And, when we are to judge what this Proſpe& was ; 
we muſt be guided b7 the Natural drifts and turns 
of the main Actions, and by the Manners of the 
People for whom he wrort. And then, we ſhall be 
carried into the ſame Plan which Boſs has finiſh'd, 
and of which Arifotle and Horace drew the firſt 
Lines. 

Ir muſt be acknowledg'd, that the ſame Excellent 
Father, and other late Maſters have rais'd on this 
Model, ſeveral new ſtruQures, which probably ne- 
ver entred into Homer's Brain. Thus particularly, 
that the Divinities whom he employs, are ſometimes 
Virtues and Vices, ſometimes Natural Appearances, 
and only ſometimes the Supream Powers of Heaven, 
is a Diftinion which if Plato and Pythogoras had ever 
heard of, 'tis noc likely that one of them ſhould have 


25 


baniſh'd . 


26 The Lives and CharaSerg of the 


ven ? Or when all the relt of the 
and Mortals are faſt aſleep, muſt 


and my Lord Roſcommon's, that he 
ceeds a lictle farther. But then 


own OIOI NTN BPOTOL EISI, if rightly 
would confate all the vain Cavils of his 
Oppoſers Thoſe nice Gentlemen, who, 
Wit and Sence are the ſame in all Ages, muſt needs 
have Manners and Humours and even Languages to 
be the ſame too. For the three main things 
offend their curious Palates, are the Fables which we 
find in Hemer, the odd Manners of his Heroes, and 
the Improprictics (as they call them) of his Scile, 
And in all theſe Charges, they ſhow themſelves fo 
very Modern, as to think the World always was, juſt 
now found ir. Otherwiſe, is it poſlible they ſhould 
be ignorant, that Poetry and Fable: made up the 
Learning and che very Religion of the Old Heathens : 
Fables to conceal the Doftrines, and Poetry to con- 
vey the Fables? Could they be ignorant that the 
Wiſeſt and moſt Judicious in all Ages believ'd thoſe 
Stories no more than they themſelves; all of them 
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er, the Trident, the Torches, «he Snakes, and 
To , 2 Fables, and ſo was the whole 
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it is unreaſonable 
lictle Adventure. 
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thoſe other Fictions which they allow tocontain ſome 
plainer Inftrufion. Burt what if it ſhould be admit- 
o for a fair Conjecture, = the Poet did really 

adow a perpetual Leſſon, every part of the piece, 
but laid a great deal of ie artificially, as to be diſ- 
cover'd only by thoſs Perſons whom he ſhould fa- 
vour with a Clue to the whole Labyrincth2 Wh 
might not Hewer have as nomerous a Train of Fol- 
lowers, as Orphew and Muſew are laid to have gain'd 
by the fame Arts? © And then, why mighe not he 
(like the Maſters of other Seas) beſides the general 
WiſtruRion to all the World, have concealed fome 
deeper Doctrine in his Verſes, deſign'd only to be 
known by the Tribe of his rs 
If a Man was to read Taſſo's eruſalem, 
he would preſently apprehend a great many uſeful 
Notices fcatter'd through the A#im; ſuch as the 
neceflity of joining the force of Piery to that of Arms; 
the weaknels of the Powers of Hell, when engag'd 
againſt Heaven, and the like, But is it probable he 
ſhould ſee yet farther within a ſecond Curtain, and 
conceive that Feru/alem there ſignifies Covil Happineſs ; 
Godfrey, and the other Heroes, each of them ſome 
particular Power of the Soul 5 and that the Common 
Soldiers make up berween them Man's Body, unlels he 
had read the Author's —_ prefix'd co the Poems ; 
and feen the obſcure Treaſure pointed to by the fame 
Hand that hid it ? b 

To thoſe who charge Homer with the impoſhbilicy 
of ſome of his Fiftions, Boſſs and Dacier will an{wer, 
that the want of probabitity may ally be excusy'd 
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And that thus all the monſtrous Relations about Cires, 
Polypheme, the Syrens, OS tho' _— falſe and 
extravagant, yet ma with a ir enough 

if we cond whe! ort of People thoſe were whom 
Ulyſſes entertains with ſuch Recital. And they were 
the Pheaacians, whom the Poet takes care to deſcribe, 
as a ſoft, effeminate, idle Race of Mortals, living at 
a great diſtance from the Civil World ; and deſi- 
rous of no ather Knowledge but that of Tales and 
prodigious Occurrences. 

This A carries a fair Face, and may be ſuf- 
ficient to eſtabliſh Ulyſſes his Credit with his »ew Ene- 
mies, becauſe they are not likely to look fo far as 
the latter end of the Poem to confure it. But what 
if they ſhould light by chance on that place in the 
Twenty third Book, where the Hero is ſaid to have 

ig'd his Lady at his return, with an Account of 
the fame mad Adventures, the ſame Pol , and 
Seylla, and Circe, which had fo charm'd his Foreign 
Auditors? They will certainly bring this as an in- 
vincible Argument, that the ſtupidity of the Pheaci- 
ans ought not to excuſe the extravagant abſurdity 
of thole Stories : unleſs we ſuppoſe the Travelling 
Prince, after the Sight of ſo many Cities and Man- 
ners, not to have been able to diſtinguiſh berween 
a vertuous Penelope, and a Debauch't Alcimons. 'There- 
fore, if we may venture to wander a little from ſuch 
great Guides, as Boſſu and Dacier ; the reaſon of Ho- 
mer's Impoflibilicies in the Odyſſey, is not to be laid on 
the little por of Pheacis, but upon the whole Hea- 
then World. Did not the Prieſts continually amuze 
the ſtaring Multitude with Relations much more pro- 
digious than any of Ulyſſes his Tales * And was not 
all the Philoſophy for many Hundred Years after Ho- 
mer, a wilder Romance than any part of his Poelſy ? 
Indeed chere was plain neceflity for this old Con- 


dut. *"Twould have been as vain an attempt to 
have 
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have endeavoured the keeping fimple Creatares in 
awe by rational means, as to talk ferious ſence to lie- 
tle Children. Both were to be charm'd into their 
by Prodigy and wonder. The Law-giver ap- 
ied his Stories like the Nurſe : and the Gorgons were 
as uſeful for maintaining the Quiet of Tribes and Soci- 
ELIE Eiuing Qs prac of Gy 
The laſt part of the Charge againſt Homer's Fables 
is generally own'd ; where a great many of them 
are accus'd of rather to the 
of Men in Vice, the inclining and 
them co Goodneſs. All the brave Advocates 
Champions that his Fame holds in pay, have not been 
able wo it from this Attack. Being forc'd to ac- 
know that thoſe unworthy repreſcneations of 
the ial Powers which run chrough every Story, 
muſt needs have advanc'd the Cauſe of Impiety in 
c_ ing part of 
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of the 
moſt ſinful Pleafures ; that the Men who { 
their lives in thele Diſorders,  xtxy— 
fure in hearing ſuch ſhameful Recitals, and in ma 
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on- 


The Original of the Heathen Superſtition is an 
enquiry too difficult and too tedious to be here en- 
$o9'm And yet we muſt have ſome Notion of 
Homer is like to find no ſhelter, unleſs 

takes Sanuary behind the Altars of his Country, 
then we conſider the greateſt part of the firſt Na- 
I ——_— — 

, we may eaſily imagine 

of true Relig! _— 
; except ſome ues 

R which remaining in wiſer 


FE 


have ſome Apprehenſions of 
Powers of Heaven, whoſe authority 
them in their Duty. Bur ic being im- 
the abſtratted Notion of one Eternal, 
Almighty Being, ſhould take any firm 
| — only by the outward (ences ; 
Corporeal Images were to be introduc'd, which 
might maintain a vi $ Impreſſion on the Fancy, 
by the reſemblance of ſome things with which it was 
better acquainted, This might be offered as a reaſon 
why they cloathed the Sovereign Being in a material 
ſhape, before they preſented him to the adoration of 
the vulgar ; ſtill leaving him che Power of Inviſibi- 
ity, of taking any new Form he pleaſed. Bue 
now when they had diveſted the Heavenly Nature 
of its infinite and uncompounded Eſſence, they found 
themſelves obliged , co rake away the Unity too, 
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the Multicude would gever bave ſtood in due awe of } 
one only in the Skies, whom they | 
conceived in Form and Limbs pot much unlike chem- i * 
ſelves; nor have allow'd his Power ſo prodigious Ml * 
an extent beyond his Body. Therefore, beſides M ' 
the chief Jepuer, every corner in Heaven and Earth 
00, was fill'd with Inferior Deities; who cho' they 
were properly no more than Officers to put their 
Great Maſter's Pleaſure in Execution, yet had the 
power of puniſhing any Crime commited in' their 
particular Diſtricts. ſtill, becauſe no Divmity 
could have maintain'd his force upon the People, 
unleſs he bad his peculiar Name and Story to run al- 
ways in their Heads, and to keep their choughts in 
play : "Twas thought convenient to let them know 
that theſe Heavenly Governours were once Mortal 
Princes, who for their great Services to Mankind, 
had merited fo exalted a State. And thusevery God 
came to have his Legend, conſiſting of the mighty 
Adventures he had pong chreng) during his Humane 
Condition. And ſe' many of cheſe Worthies 
liv'd at the ſame time, hence came they to be engag'd il 
in many common Intrigues. And from thele aroſe | 
their Loves,their Flights, their Wars,their Antipathies, 
and Friendſhips. Thus the Multitude arriv'd at the en- 
tertainment of theſe Adventures ; the Civil Pow- 
er encouraging their Curioſity, and retaining the Po- 
ets to give it Satisfaction. 

'Tis not unlikely, that the Government might 
hope for ſome farther Benefit from this Indulgence, 
than is commonly imagin'd. For 'twas not T1 
for them to ſuppoſe, that the People acknowledging 
the Power of the Gods at the ſame time as they rela- 
ted their Failings ; would, upon the ſame Principle, 
refuſe to take any occaſion from the Faults of their 
Rulers co reſiſt their Authority. But would conceive 
Gods and Princes both to a& by Prerogative, and to 
have 


Ancient Grecian Poets. Part. II. 


have a juſt cight of punifhing the ſame Adcions in 
cheir Inferiors, which their own high Stacion, and 
their exemption from common Duties excus'd, or 
juſtif'd in chemſelves. 

Perhaps when Learning and Arts came to be more 
refin'd, che wiſe Maſters who fat at the Helm mighe 
find the bad conſequence of theſe Dodrines, and 
that the People would never grow heartily averſe to 
ſinful Courſes, while they had fo great Patrons and 
Examples, and could make Heaven a partner in their 
Guile. And therefore che State might again call the 
Poets to its afliltance, who by framing an uſeful ex- 
planation of every old Story, ſhould hinder the more 
knowing Perſons from taking offence ; and at leaſt 
give an uncertain amuſement co thoſe who could not 
apprehend che Expoſition. 

Thus without doube in many Caſes the Fable was 
not caſt on to cover the Allegorical Truth ; but the 
Allegorical Truth ſpread wnder, to disguize the Fable. 
For it can never be denied but that there were 
once really fuch Men as the Ancients call'd Saturn, 
Fupiter and Bacchw, tho' we have had fo many 
old, and fo many new Morals to make out the My- 
ſtery of their Stories, and of their Names. 

It now it at all appears from theſe Conjeures, 
that the original of the ridiculous Stories abour the 
Gods, was not owing to the extravagant Fancies of 
the Poets,” but to the neceflity of the Times, and to 
the Rules of State : Can Homer be juſtly condemn'd 
for carrying on the ſame Deſign with a better Grace; 
that is, for preſenting the old Fifions in a new drels, 
and fo bringing them nearer toa hidden and Allego- 
rical meaning ? But indeed, ſhould he plead Guilty 
to the whole Inditment , and thro himſelf on the 
y7 of his Judges; 'twould be very hard if we 

require the ſtricteſt Piety in the Ancient Po- 
ets, while we are forc'd to diſpenſe with ir in the 
D Modern ; 


34 The Lives and Charaflers of the 


Modern; if our Zeal ſhould exa&t from a Pagan 
Homer the Purity of a Chriftian, while our Complai- WW #" 
ſance can allow in our Chriſtian Homers the Liberty of 
of Pagans. 78 

But our new Zoiluss, whatever plauſible A#ions Il F' 
they may have againſt Hemer's Fables, are ſhameful- 
ly Ca#t, when they come to accule him of Indecen- 
cies in his Manneis ard in his Style. They are ex- th 
ceeding angry, to hear Ulyſſes boaſt of his being the It ® 
beſt Cook in the World, and challenge any Man to 
cut Meat, ſerve Wine, or make a lire with him. 
And to fee Achilles himfelt tying his Faculty at the 
ſame Employment. But then cet:£y have forgot the 
Character of the ancient Simplicity, when among 
the good Primitive Mortals 'twas reckon'd no diſho- 
nour, for thegreateſt Perſon to take care of his mean- 
eſt Family Concerns, and upon occaſion to perform 
- common Offices in his Kicchin, or in his Sta- 

With juſt as much reaſon, they complain of Ho- 
mer's Compariſons and Epichets, which they imagine 
to be groſs bh proprieties, They are aftronred to find 
Ajax compard to an Als: when all the while, not 
only the Word is good andlofty enough in the Greek 
and Hebrew, as Mr. Boileau obſerves, * but the Beaſt 
too was in eſteem with the Ancients (as it is ſtill in 
ſome Countries) and had the Honour to carry Kings 
and Princes, as well as Prophets and Prieſts. 

Ulyſſes too gives them a great diſguſt, when being 
in- a violent Fury with the defire of puniſhing the 
lewd Gallants, toffing and rambling from one ſideof 
the Bed to the other ; he is compared to the Belly of 
a Beaſt, with the Fat about ir, broiling on the Coals, 
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and being often turn'd by the Fellow that takes care 
of it for his Dinner. Whence the facetious Mr. Per- 
rew!t tells us, chat Homer compares Ulyſſes to a Black 
Pudding on the Gridiron. A Jeſt that he borrowed, as 
* Boileau informs us, from an old lamentable Tran- 
ſlation of the Odyſſey into French. Now it's likely, 
that Similicude was taken from the Sacrifces,in which 
we know the Fat was eſpecially regarded. Beſides, 
the Bellies of ſome Animals were reckon'd hereto- 
fore moſt delicious Meat, and much above the con- 
dition of our Modern Tripe. 

'Twere tolerable if this ſcrupulous niceneſs were 
only impertinent ; but *ewould be no hard matter to 
prove it impious too. For there are abundance of 
Exprefhons in the Holy Scriptures which agree no 
becter with the Genius of Modern Times and Lan- 
guages, Thus partiaularly theſe two Compariſons of 
Ajax and Ulyſſes ſeem to have ſomething much of the 
lame mode of Speech wich them, in the Bible. 
Jacob in the 49th of Geneſis, at the 14th lays, 1/achar 
is an Aſs ftooping between 1wo Burdens. And in Eccle- 
friſticxs, the 47th at the 2d, David is laid to have been 
Separated from the Children of Ijracl, as the Fat is ſepara- 
ted from the Fleſh. 

Bur che moſt uſual Folly, is the fneering at all 
ſuch Epithers, as would perhaps look tidicuious in 
our Modern Phraſe, Thus the Grave Malbranche 
obſerves, that the Title of miks d:5s, which is fix'd 
on the Hero of the [7iad, would be a more proper 
praiſe for a Fleet-Hound or a Race-Horfe. * Yecfure 
the Cuſtom of giving moſt Princes and Great Com- 
manders fome diſtinguiſhing Epither, is not 16 very 
much worn ir, but we may find Examples enovgh of 
rt, even in the Hiſtories of later Times. Sure, 
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Charles the Simple, and Lewis the Lazy of France, 
well as our Robert Short-boſe, and William Rufus might 
make us more merciful than to ſcour poor Achil 
for his old Sir-name of Light-foor. But indeed thi 
ſwiſcnckof Feet was always eſteemed a Quality wor 
thy of the nobleſt Captains, among the Ancients 
Oche: wile David would not have applied it fo in hi 
Divine Poeſy. Yet he fays of himſelf, chat God 
had made his Feet like Harts Feet. And reckon'd it + 
mong the Excellencies of Sau/ and Jonathan, that they 
wereſwi/ter than Eagles,as well as fronger than Lions. 

Monſieur Perrauit, who has bom bb hardy as to 
undertake the Cauſe of the Moderns againſt the 
Wiſdom and the Arts of Antiquity, tho” he has na 
fail'd co make the beſt of every one of theſe little 
Cavils, yet ſeems to have been ſenſible of their 
weakneſs. And therefore, far fear the Name and 
Authority of Homer ſhould defend Him againſt fuch 
ſlight attaques, he wiſely begins his Cenlure with 
maintaining, that there was never any ſuch Man in 
the World. * That the two Porms, the ITiad and the 
Odyſley, are nothing but a Colletion of many lit 
tle pieces by ſ-reral Hands, join'd altogether in a Bo- 
dy. In as much, as the Siege of Troy being the ge 
neral Subje&t of the Poers in the Times when we pre- 
tend he liv'd ; there came out commonly ewenty 
or thirty Poems on that Action every Year, and the 
Man that made the beſt Verſes gain'd the Prize. Till 
at laſt there happened to be ſome fort of Men in the 
World, who took a fancy to join the beſt Ws theſe 
pieces together 3; and accorcingly putring them into 
ſome Order and Method, they orma'd the Iliad and 
the Odyſſey. » 

When he's put on the proof of this fine Hypothe- 
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, he owns that he has indeed no demonſtration, 
ut is ready to produce very ſtrong ConjeRures. 
ſe frong Conjetures are, firſt, that Homer's Works 
I'd Rhapſodies ; the reaſon of which Name 
zould be nothing elſe, bue their conſiſting of a par- 
el of Songs tag'd together ; no Perſon ever after 
giving his Poems the ſame Title. Secondly, chat 
we don't know the Country of Homer ; and that 
therefore ic is probable , every one of thoſe Cities 
which laid claim to his Birth, had really produc'd 
one of thoſe perit Pcets, who compos'd ſome part 
of the Works. * 

Now, as to the firſt of theſe Ohjetions, what a 
furprize Monſieur Perrauls would be in, if he ſhould 
be told , that the word Rhapſody, is nothing but 
a Corruption from Rhapdedy , or at leaſt has the 
lame ſignification ; taken from the Boughs of Lau- 
rel which the publick Reciters of Homer's Verſes 
us'd to carry in their Hands ; but indeed that one 
In in of Pindar, Parlor imar dad3t* is enoughto con- 
d che fute this Notion, We may venturetherefore togrant, 
/ lic that the word Pelol/e comes from P4rlev 5/5 to few 
| Bo-WW or tag Verſes together, But then is it not very natu- 
: g©-M ral, that this Name might firſt be given co any Poem 
pre-W of conſiderable _— 
enty to Heroic Poems ; and by way o 
| che to of Homer ? 
Till It's certain Pd» is uy'd by the Ancients, as well 
| thefl for making Verſes, as for ſinging them in Publick ; 
hell and pdlolt ſignifies as well the Poets themſelves, as 
inf the Reciters of their Works. Lucian calls Heſiod 
and rdlofis, and Sopbocles gives his Sphinx the ſame Ti- 

tle, from her making Verſes. And fo too, after 
the-l the Rhapſodifs were efſtabliſh'd into a Company of 
— #5 Men who ſung Verſes at Feſtivals and on Publick 
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Occaſions, they were not confin'd to Homer's Works 
(as a great Man * imagines) but rehcars'd the Com- 
poſitions of many other famous Pogs *. Tho indeed, 
his Writings being the moſt efteem'd and admir'd, 
they were beholden to him for the chief part of 
their Imployment ; and.in gratirude took the Name 
of "Crmerai, as Athenaws © informs us. But there 
would have been little occaſion for this Jatrer Ti- 
t'2, if chcir firſt of Payee; imported the fame 
thing. 

Pelides, if Mr. Perrau/t would deign to look at 
th: beginning of any Book in the [ad or the Odyſſey, 
te wou.d fd that particular Book diſtinguiſh'd by 
th: Name of fuch a Rhapſody ; and theretore accor- 
ding to his Expacation of the word, he would have 
the lame reaſon 7 ſay that each Book was paich'd up 
of odd Verſes, as each Poem of odd Books. 

His {ſecond Scruple, about our ignorance of Ho- 
w:r's Counticy wiil weigh no more chan the firſt, 
For kw many o1Cr Aurhors have we, whom we 
a:knowl:cge and admire in their Works, tho? we are 
nct inform d of the Place of cheir-Bizch 2 Aer this 
rate, becaule we caunor yer ſettle the. Country of 
Luns Seitw,, ic muſt prefently pals for. one of 
his own Logical _himeras. Anu we muſt loſe our 
own Heomer Jeffrey Chaucer, becauſe he is conten- 
ded for by ſeveral Counties, and adjudg'd certain- 
ly to none. 

But Mr. Perraui: is fo much a Gentleman, as at 
I:\t co \uppole that Homer might indeed make che 
Forey cighe Books, which we tind in the Lad and 
che Od//ey 5 but then he ſays *tis almoſt beyond di- 

ſpurte char he never form'sd thnle entire Poems. 
What in his Judgment purs this matter. «moſt beyond 
diſpute, is a pallage of e44/ia's various Hiſtory; which 
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indeed in Perrault's Words prove: what lie defires ; 
but in Eljen's quite contradicts and 'poits rhe whole 
Buſineſs. He draws the Argument aker this man- 
ner ; 

* /Elian, who(: Teſtimony is by no means contemp-+ 
* rihle, plainly tells us, 'ewas the Judgment of che 
* Ancient Criticks, that Homer never compos'd the 
* I'iad and the Odyſſey any otherwiſe than in little 
*f{craps, without any uniry of Defign. And that 
* he gave no other Name to theſe particular pieces 
*(which he made without order or method, in the 
* heat of his imagination) bur the ticle of tlie Sub» 
* jets that they treated of : that he call'd the Song 
* which afterward made the fir!t Book of the lliad, 
* The anger of Achilles; The numbring of the Veſſels, 
* that which was turn'd into the Second Book, 'the 
© Combat of Paris and Menelanr, that which we have 
* for the Third Book, and fo of the reff. He adds, 
* that Lycurgas the Lacedemonian was the firſt who car- 
* ried theſe ſeparate pieces into Greece 5 and that 
* *twas Piſifratus who modell'd them, as we are l[ay*- 
*ing, and who made the Iliad and the Odyſiey, in 
* the manner we nw (ze them, conſiſting ot Four 
* and twen:y Books, in Honour ot the Four andewen» 
"ty Letters of the Alphabet. 

Thus Mr. Perrau/:, after his haughty and dogma» 
tical manner, has made «£1;an peak in his Ciration 
and now 'tis fit «/£/44n ſhould ſpeak for himfelf. His 
Words then in his x 3th Book, Chop. 14th, as nearly 
as they can be rendred, are to this ft, 

* The Ancients us'd to ſing Homer's Verſes in lepa- 
"rate Pieces. Such as they nam'd, The _ Fight necr 
* the Ships 3 the Dolonia ; the Vc!» of Agamemnen 
* the Catalogne of the Veſſels; th: Patrocleaz the Re- 
* demption of HeRor's Body , the Sports in Honour of 
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© Patroclus, and the Violation of the Oaths, All theſe 

* in the lhed. In the other Poem, The Pylian Exped:- m 
* tion, the Viſit to Lacedemon ; the Dew» of Calypſo; I de 
* rhe Ship ; the Fables of Alcinous ; the Cyclops, che i w 
© Deſcent into Hell ; the Baths j_n; the Field. Adven- 8 & 
© ture, and the meeting of Laertes. But the entire r: 
* Works of Homer , came late into Greece ; being it 
* brought . Lycurgus the Lacedemonian, when he 

© return'd from his Ionian Voyage. Afterwards Pi- 

* ſitratus, putting them all together, firſt publiſh'd 

* the Iliad and the Odyſſey. 

Now is there in all chis,. one word of Mr. Perrault's 
Sence,or the leaſt reflection on Homer's Honour? Does 
eElian (peak of the Poet's way of compoſing by (craps; 
and not of the Peoples getting his Verſes by heart in 
little parcels, and giving thoſe parcels, what Names 
they pleas'd 2 Bur, (what was the boldeſt ſtroke of 
all) does the Hiſtorian fay that Piſifratus made the 
Iliad and the Odyſſey ? Ir's true indeed we find con- 
fecit in the Latin : but beſides that we may conſtrue 
that rather made up, than made, it is manifeſtly a 
falſe Tranſlation. For the Greek word is "Amipmre ; 
which imports no more than to ſhow or exhibite to 
the Publick *, 

This is the Subſtance of what the moſt Judicious 
Boilean has return'd to Perrenlt's Citation of «Elkay. 

But there is a farther diſcovery behind, which, if ic 
takes any thing from Perrault's Impudence, lays a 
great deal more on his Ignorance. The truth of che 
matter then is chis. Our terrible Champion did not 
venture fo far as the Greek or Latin either, for this 
Specimen of his Learning ; but took the paſlage juſt 
as he found it in Father Rapin's Compariſon: ; where 
the Story is told exatly after the ſame unfaithful 


manner, and for the moſt part in the very ſame 
words *, 
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But, becauſe the moſt delicate of the New Criticks, 
may be willing to ſtand to the Jadgment of ſo Gen- 
tleman-like a Wit as Horace; (except Perrault who 
will ſay He was prevail'd on by the Vulgar Error *) 
there cannot be a herter concluſion, than his Cha- 
racer of our Great Poet; as he gives ic his Friend, 
in the eaſic way ot an Epiſtle. 


Lib. xr. Epiſt. 2. 

Trojani bells ſcrigtorem, maxime Lalk , 

Dum tu declamas Rome, Preneſte relegi: 

Ons quid fit pulchrum, quid ture, quid utile, quid non, 
Plemus & melius Chryfippo & Cramore dicit. 
Curita crediderim, niſi quid te detinet, audi, 
Fabula, qua Paridis propter narratur amorem , 
Gracia Barbarie lento colliſa duello, 

Stulrorum regum & populorum continet aft us. 
Amntenor cenſet bell; _—_ cauſam. 

Quid Pars ? ut ſalvws regnet, wivatque beatus, 
Cop at. Neſtor componere lites 

F tres feſt inat & mmter Atreiden. 

Hunc amor : ira quidem communiter writ utrumque. 
Quicquid delirant reges » pleftuntur Achinoi ; 
Seditione, dolis, ſcelere, atque libidine, & ira, 
lliacos imtra muros peccatur & extra. 

Rurſus quid wvirtus, & quid _— poſſit , 

Utle wit nobis exemplar Ulyſſes. 

Qui tor Troje, multorum providas urbes, 

Et mores bominum inſpexit ; latumque per &quor, 
Dum ſibi, dum ſociis reditum parat, aſperamulis 
Pertwlit 5 adwverſis rerum mmmer{abilis undis. 
Sirenum woces, & Circes pocula noſtt : 

Que fi cum ſeciis ftultus cupiduſque bibiſſet ; 

Sub domind meretrice fuiſſet turpis & excors : 
Vixiſſet canis immundus, wel amica luto ſus, 


-—— — — 


a Paralelle. T. 2. p. 22. 
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1; vumerns ſurnus, & fruges conſunere nati ; 
$ pen”. Penelopes, nebulones, Alcinoique 

in cc crranda plas quo operates mount us. 
Cu T4 ru4# "ut m medio; dormive dies, Of 
Ad j repitim cithare ceſſatum ducere caram. 


While Rome, Learn'd Sir, obeys Your Powerful 
Tongue, 

Our cooler Shades re the Trojan Song. 

Where the Wiſe Mule has fix'd ſuch laſting Rules, 

As baffle all our Seats, and ſhame the Schools. 

When, ow and Vertue ſtand, and Wrong and 

All at ful Length, all in their crueſt Light. 

Before this bold Aſſertion raiſe a doubt, 

If not engag'd, pray hear my Reaſons out. 


The Tale, where Paris with his lew'd Amour, 
On Barbarous Plains conlumes the Grecian Power, 
Diſcovers what raſh Heat what Danger ſprings 
In {znceleſs Crouds, when rul'd by ſencelets Kings. 
Amtencr to che Trojan Cheits declares 
What only Cure mult ſtop the deſperate Wars. 
Reps the looſe Dame may be with ipzed reſtor'd; 
Due to the Vengeance of her injur'd Lord. 

Nc Hopes, no Threats the {tubborn Youth can 
nave, 
To fave his Crown by parting with his Love. 


Mean while Oid Neitor cal's up all his Charms, 
To joyn the wrangling Princes, and their Arms. 
The wrangling Princes wilder Thoughts engage; 
One melrs with tencer Love : both burn with Rage. 
Ma'nets is their Prerozative alone; 

Bur on the guiltleſls Herd the Common Plagues 


Come down. 


While 


a 
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While Vice and Sin like Fate! Neuters ſtand ; 
Reign in the Camp, and in the Town command. 


Ulyſſes will as a fair Pattern ſhow, 

What Wildom's Art, and Virtue's Power can do. 
Who, while from Burning Trey his Troops he led, 
Such Change of Manners ſaw, ſuch liferen Coaſts 

lurvey'd. m. © 
In Seas unknown fo many Labours , 
To land his Crew upon their Native Shore. 
His Breaſt till firm againſt the prefling Load 
Of Adverſe Fate, and (till Famine to the Flood, 
The Syrens Songs and Circe's Magick Draught ; 
You can't but know: which had the Hero fought, 
With the ſame Guſt, as his A Train, 
He too had felt her Spels, and drag'd her Chain ; 
Loſing at once by Luſt, his Shape and Wit, 
Bark'c by her ſide, or wallow'd at her Feet. 


Ie too aredrawn. We are the numerous Fools 
That croud the Ranks and (well the Muſter-Rolls. 
Rude Cyphers, of Dame Nature's carelefs blotting; 
And only born to keep her Fruits from rotting. 
Penelope's Gallants, meer Pimps and Sharks ; 
Courtiers of ſoft Alcinous ; thoughtlels Sparks, 
That in baſe Eaſe the lazy Hours employ'd, 

To ſmooth their Skin, and to diſtend their Hide : 

Believ*d it Heavenly Bliſs to ſleep till Noon , 

And a the Lute's ſweet Voice their uſeleſs Paſſions 
own. 


HESIOD. 
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HESIODVS- 


HESIOD. 


TX time of Heſiod is generally computed with 
relation tothat of Hemeor: and therefore can- 
not be expeRed to ſtand in a much fairer Light. 
Some Authors, chiefly on account of the gravity 
and ſimplicity ct his Stile, make him the Elder of the 
ewo 
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two * ſome place Him a long time after * Homer. 
Many affirm them to have been coremporaries, and 
to have contended for the Prize of Poetry in a Fa- 


mous eryal of Skill *. 
The Younger Scalxger in his Animadverſions on 
that there is one paſſage in 
Aſtronomer 


Euſebizs * has obſerv' 
arte 3 SA able 

wou ac trouble Experiment, might 
ſerve to demonſtrate the Poer's within _ 
Years. Becauſe he tells us that, when he 
liv'd, the Conſtellation Ar#uras roſe Acronyeally on 
the 8th of March. He alludes, without doubt, to that 
place in the EPraA, 


Edt” dr od" iEixavle wild Tegmis Tun 
Xequacs uilanion Zavs nudle, IN fa mir" dog 
"Aprrag@ wennumdy inggy ejov Qxaanio 
Tigre mupugalirey, imriallas dxeyarigar@. 


But then, when Sixty Winter-days have run 
Since YJove turn'd back the Chariot of the Sun: 
The Great Arturas leaves Old Ocean's Flood, 
And, ſoaring, ſpreads his Midnight-Orb abroad. 


The Daniſh Aſtronomer Longomontanws, has taken 
the pains to ſolve this * Problem : And, upon a long 
Proof, finds, that Heſfied wrote in the Year of the 
World 2918, 140 Years after the Trojan War ; and 

uently 100 before Homer, if we fix bim in the 
240 Y ear of that Period. Burt on another neceſſary con- 
fideration, the Aſtronomer afterwards ſubſtrats one 
half from chat Interval ; and fo, bringing them nearec 


— --- 


a Jul. Scalig. Poet. L 1. c. 5. Accius in A. Gell. L 3.c. 11, 
Marm,. Arund. b Cicere. Cat. Maj. Solin. Paterc. © Plutarch 
Sympos. |. 5. Phileſtrat. Heroic. in Exphorh, d Ad Num. M. CCLV. 
e Spharicarum Lib. 2. cap. $- Þ» 83+ 

together 
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n_ agrees pretty well with the Arundeliay 
ble, which makes chem berween Thirty and 
Fourty Years diftamt: The Numeral Le:rer which 
ſhould ſhow the exa&t Year being worn our. 

4 has been more kind than Hemer, in regard 
that he has given us an account of his Courtry and 
Deſcent ; Bur perhaps it was not fo much with de- 
fign to oblige the reſt of the World as to abuſe the 
Place where he tiv'd by an unpleaſant deſcription ; 
after having receiv'd ſome rable aff.one there, 
which * Paterculus thinks was the Impolition of a 
Fine. Whatever the occaſion was, in his FPra 
| ſpeaking of Trading by Sea, he addrefles his Brother 
Perſes with this account of their Father's firſt Sear 
and his Remove. 
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'Twas thus our Father, ſimple Perſes, row'd 
Half his poor Lite away, to carn his Food. 

"Twas he came hicher coo ; o're Waves nnknown, 
In his Black Ship, from Cams's ancient Town ! 
No glutting Wealth, no Joys too great to bear, 
Forc'd him tor retuge to a Forrei Air : 

But Need and Cold, and all the 
That Fove ſends down to puniſh fi 
Near Helicon he fix'd his Retreat , 
In paltry Aſcre's miſcrable Sear. 


a Libs 1, cap. ” 
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Train 
Men. 
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With Winter Storms, and Summer Suns oppreſt ; 
And nevec fit to lodg an Human Gueſt. 


By this we find that his Family (as well as Ho- 
mer's) was originally of Cams In «/£olia, now Faio 
Nova, about Thirty Six Miles North of * Smyrna, 
Whence his Father remov'd to Aſcrs, a little pitiful 
Village of Baocia, juſt by the Mountain Helicon, 
The Names of his Father and Mother we muſt learn 
from ſome other Intelligence. And Suidas tells us 
they were Dizs and Pycamene 3 and that he went 
with them very Young in their Voyage to Aſcra. 

His Father ſeems to have thriv'd a little better in 
Alcra, than he did in his own Country. Yet poor 
Heſiod could arrive at no higher employment, than 
to keep Shcep on the top of Helicon. In this condi- 
tion, the Muſes met with him, and took him into 
their Service : if well belicve his own relation of the 
Adventure. 
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They taught their Hefiod firſt the Reeds to tune, 

Feeding his Flock on Heavenly Helicon. 

In words like theſe the Daughters of High Fove, 
's faireſt Gueſts declar'd their Love. 

* Swains, that all Night can on a Mountain dream, 

* And love your Belly, but negle& your Fame. 

© We are the Maids that Sacred Truths reveal, 

* Ordreb ſweet Fictions, "till they paſs as well. 

Thus ſpaketh' Immortal Siſters, and beſtow'd, 

A Scepter on their Slave, a Laurel Rod, 

Pluck't from their greeneſt Tree, and in the 
faireſt Bud. 

—_ at one ſtrange Projped, comy Mind, 

hat Scenes of Time had pasd, and what prefi'd 

on behind. 

Gave me a Voice Divine, and bad me grace 

Their Native Heaven; and fing th' eternal Race. 

Burt moſt the nſzlves: adorning with their Name 

My carlicſt Labours, and my lateſt Theme. 


on £©A_  - 


The £12ain part of this Story has been thoughe an 
Allegory, deſigned to intimate, that Heſfiod ſizeping 
one day, as he deſcribss, happen'd to dream, that 
Nine young Maids came fed him wich Laurel 
Berries. Whence, in that ſuperſtitious Age, it be- 
ing inferr'd that he was particularly choſen by Hea- 
ven to be an excellent Poet : He left his Profeflion 
of a Shepherd, and applied himſelf wholy to Arts 
and Learning ; in order to the improving of the Di- 
vine Giſt, which he had receiv'd after fo extraordi- 
nary a manner *. Bur aps it might be no more 
than a piece of Poerical Vanity ; under which notion 
it is ſcoured by Lucien in a whole Dialogue *. And 
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2 Tretres Schol. in Heſied, p. 2. Ed. Heinz. b pag. $26. Edit. 
Eourdclot. 
Ovid 
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Ovid ſeems to have had much the ſame opinion of 
the Buſineſs, when in the entrance on his Art of Love, 
declaring the truth and ſincerity he intended to uſe, 
he lays. ] 


Non ego, Phabe, datas 4 te mibi mentiar artes, 
Nec nos dari Voce Monemur Vs. 

Nec mibi ſunt iſe Clio, Clinſque ſorores, 
Servants pecudes wallibus Aſcra tuis. 


Pheabus, I boaſt no Gift by thee conferr'd, 
I hear no Counſels of a Whiſtling Bird. 

I ne're was courted by the tuneful Maids, 
Driving my Sheep to Aſcrs's Rural Shades. 


Ovid indeed might have ſpar'd fo unkind a reflection, 
fince he himſelf took the lame courſe in the exacteſt 
of his Works the Faffi: Where ſometimes his Muſe, 
ſometimes Old Janus, ſometimes Mars himſelf, are 
in, = familiarly _ _— And 
yet this Condu@ is generall 'd on as 4 
great Beauty to the Deſign. , "* 
Virgil was more favourable in his Judgment of a 
Perſon to whom he was fo much oblig'd. And there- 
ning the Rod of Laurel into a fet of 


tore, ny eur 
Paſtoral Reeds, he takes occaſion from this Story to 


pak the higheſt Compliment in the World on Hefiod ; 
at the ſame time paying his reſpedts to the Name of 


Od Linw, and refering the whole Deſign to the Ho- 
ur of his Patron Gallss. 


Ut Linus, bc illi, divine carmine Paſtor , 
Floribus , atque apio crimes ornatus amaro, 
Dixerit : bos tibs dant, calames, en accipe, Muſe, 


PT « ſeni ile ſole bat 
on > ___ 
E How 
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How Linas, now deputed by the Throng, 
Maſter Divine of Pipes and Rural Song 3 

His Hair wich Flowers, and parſly Chaplets prefs'd, 
Their Hero's Welcom, and their Vows exprefls'« 
* Thele Reeds the Mules to Your Lips commend ; 
© The lame they lent their Old 4{creax Friend. 

© By whom infpir'd, Deſcending Trees they led 
"To mix in Chorus with the Flocks he fed. 


When the Old Man was dead, Hefiod divided the 
Stock that was left, wich his Brother Perſcs. Bur Per 
ſer by corrupting the Judges got halt of H:iod's ſhare 
This injuſtice was fo far trom provoking the Poet to 
any relentment ; that inſtcad cf bewailing his own 
hard Fortune, he only picied thoſe poor miſtaken 
Mortals, who did not know that the Arts of Mode 
ration and Contentment could baffle the Philoſophen 
Maxim, and make Half more then the Whole, The 
Story is one of his own telling in the beginning 
his EPTA addreſs'd to his Brother ; where he adviles 
him to Labour and Induſtry as much a fucer way to 
encreale his Forune, than attending on Courts of 
Law, and engaging in unjuſt ſuics. 


"Hdv wir Þ xdign iducnipus?, i53d T6 279924 
Apaior iguhyeu , mia nul airar Bankies ; 
Laugayu , eu windy dinw un diagow. 
Nm, tud” loner bow hier Sawcy malls , 
'Oud" Gow © paadel;y 74 x, dorm pry wroay 
Kyu larhes Þ Lyxuem 209i foier drfgeron. 

Lately we met in Court, refolv'd to ſhare 

Our Father's Stock ; and prove our Title clear, 


When You the Bribe-deveuring Judges greas'd, 
And with rude Hands one halt Ti (eiz'd. 


Unbapp 
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U they to whom God ba'nt reveal d, 

By ® Light, which muſt their ſence controul, 
That 8 Great Eft ates more than the Whole ! 
Unhappy, from whom ſtill conctal'd do'; lye 

Of Roots and Herbs the wholeſom Sn » 


This IIAEON HMIET ITANTOZ, is that Acute ſaying 
conch'd m the reverend Obſcurity of an Oracle , which 
Mr. Cowley * fo much admir'd. 

There are ſcarce any other Paſſages of his Liſe, 
but what we are Str to, Only, it's generally 
, he cook up with a folictary Retreat in the 
ry ; profefling always an extream averſion to 
publick buſineſs, and defirou$of nothing more chan 
to live peaceably and comfortably, and to enjoy 
the uſeful favours of his Muſe. Whence * Paterculus 
calls him Ori quietiſque cupidiſſimus, making Eaſe and 
Quietneſs bis chief Wiſhes and Deſigns. | 

The Story of his Conteit with Homer, tho' * Plu- 
tarch reckons it among the "Foaaz Tegyudle Old ob. 
folete ſtuff ; yer occurs too frequently to be quite neg- 
leted. It happen'd, they ſay, at the Publick Fu- 
neral of Amphidamus the Chalcidian : when the Glory 
of the ewo Renown'd Poers ſtriking the Judges with 
ſuch a Reverence, as made the Prize very doubtful ; 
at laſt they came to propoſing odd Queſtions, and 
Homer began with 


*. x 7 WW . =» = MF. - 
MY2z os iryerr” Cnetves Th pit” averlo migethey 
Mir” bas praremnaw., 


Muſe te!l the Things that ne're have been Lefore, 
Nor ſhall hereafter be. 


8 See his Diſcourſes, pag, 102. bþ Hiſt. Lib. 1. cap» 7- 
© Syapos- Lib. 5+ Probl. 2. 
E 2 To 
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To which Hefiod immediately Anſwer'd 


ad." Tray dugi oils ple xeahegg rol nan 
"Arualea enjeivuar , imo pore mes vinis. 


When Fove's Great Tombthe Rival Courſers ſhook 
With ing Hooks; and kindling Axes broke. 


This put the Judges into a Fit of Wonder, and made 


them decree Hefied the Tripes, which was the Re- F 
Contention. 


ward of the 

Thus Periander gives the Relation in Platarch's Ban- 
quet of the Seven Wiſe Men. Dion the Orator oy 
Philip of Macedon and Alexander diicoarſing the 
Point. The Young Prince profeſſes himſelf to be 
mightily raviſh'd with Homer. His Father tells him, 
how finely foever Homer wrote, yet he was conquer'd 
in his Art by honeſt Hefiod, and asks him if he never 
heard of thoſe two Verſes which Hefiod infcribd on 
the Tripes, when he dedicated it to the Mules on 
Mount Helicon. 


"RrhG@& porress FAminn + i aria, 
"This Hines; © Xanridl Seror "Opunger. 


THIS Heſfied to the Nymphs of Helicon : 
In Chalcis, by his Song, from Heavenly Homer 
won. 


Alexander grants the Story, and ſays, that Heſiod 
might well ger the Victory, when Kings were not 
Ju of the Prize, but Plowmen and ignorant 

uſticks *, 
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From this inſcrib'd Epigram * Marcus Varro con- 
cluded Homer and Hefiod to be Cotemporaries. And 
Philoftratw * made the ſame Inference. Who adds 
farther, that Penides King of Chalcis was chief Arbi- 
ter of the Tryal. Whence we meet with I[lerils 
Yie& © among the Old Proverbs, for a fooliſh Vote, 
or Deciſion. From the Tradition of this Adventure, 
Lucian, without doubt, took the Hint 3 when in his 
Trae Hiftory, reckoning up the ſeveral Contentions in 
all Arts, at a famous Feſtival in che If of Heroes, he 
lays pleaſantly , Tloniloy JS tj wiv drntvia miggnrons 
ingaTu "Oungys , ivinnos N Suns "Hiirh@ © As for the 
Poets, bed, the Truth, Homer bad much the better 
on't ; yet, at the ſame time, Heliod was the 
Vittor. 

He had the ſame Chance, as Homer, in not being 
taken into the Favour and Patronage of any Prince 
or Great Man * : buton a different Account, For 
Homer's rambling kind of Life, may be _ Oo to 
have depriv'd Him of that Advantage. Whereas, 
Heſiod, being wholly intent on the Pleaſures and the 
Innocence of a Plain Countriman's Conditico ; 
ſcems not ſo properly to have mifs'd of choſ: Ho- 
nours, as to have contemn'd them. 

In the latter part of his Life, he remov'd to Loris, 
a Neighboring Town of the Phoceans, abont the 
lame Siſtance from Mount Parnaſſus, as his Acre 
was from Helicon. 

The Story of his Death, is thus told by Solon in 
Plutarch's Feaſt of the Seven Wiſe Men. 

© The Man that Heſfod liv'd with at Locris, a Mile- 
© :;an born, happen'd to raviſh a Maid in the ſame 
© Houſe. Heſffod was entirely ignorant of the matter; 


a A. Gell. Lib. 3. cap. it. b Ia Heroic, in Exphorb. 
© Eraſm. Adag. pag. 429. d Pag- 395. Edit. Bourdelet. 
C Pauſanias Attic. p. 3- 
E 3 "yu 
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© yet, upon ſome envious Accaſation being charg'd 
, Re the Deſign, and to the Concealment of 
© it ; the Maid's Brothers barbarouſly murder'd him, 
© rogether with a Companion of his, nam'd Troilas ;; 
© throwing their Bodies into the Sea. The Body of 
© Troilus ſtop'd within a lictle time at a Rock, w 
© rook the Name of Troiles from that Accident, and 
* keeps it ever ſince. Burt s Body , as foon 
* as ever it lighied on the Water, was reccivd 
© by a Shoal of Dolphins, and carried, cloſe by the 
* Promontory Rhwn, to the Ciry Molicris, The L- 
* cr:a%5 were at that time engag'd in holding a folemn 
* Featt near Rhron ; the fame which is fill celebra- 
"ted with fo much Pomp znd Splendor. Seeing a 
* floating Carcaſs they ran wondring to the Shoar ; 
* and perceiving it to be the Body of Hefod newly 
© lain, they thought themſelves, oblig'd ro find out 
" the Murdere:s of a Pcrion whom they fo much ho- 
* nour'd, Their ſearch was very ſucceſsful ; and 
* having laid hold on the Wreichzss who had com- 
* mit:ed the rac _** ov threw them alive into the 
© Sea, and afterwards Cemolitn'd their Houſes. The 
Remains of Heſrod were Cepolited in Neweion, and 
* his Tomb is caknown to mcſt Strangers : Being 
* conceal d upen account of the Orchomemans, who, 
* up In advice of fame Orar'e or other, have always 
© had 2 Deſign to ſteal away the Reliques, and to bury 
" them ia their own Country, 

Pan! ainia * relis us, that, « hen the Orchemenian: 
were thus commanded by the Oracle, to bring He- 
/icd s Bones into their Country, as the only means to 
remove a Peſtiience that rag'd among - A they 
Cl hog them, and actually bring them home. 

'Iis a common Obſervation and Complaint ol 
Lcaind Men that we have no Reliques of the Genu- 
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ine Simplicity and Purity, which made the Old 
Greciams fo famous, except what we meet with in 
the Works of Homer and Hefiod: And that the Ex- 
cellency of che latter Pieces is more owing to the 
laſtre of Artificial Ornaments, than to the Charms 
of Native Beauty. On this account the admirable 
Vida, has fix d the Times of Homer and thoſe imme- 
diately following, as the Golden and the Silver Ages of 
Poely in Greee. 


Felices, quos i:lz &tas, quos pretulit ill; Proxims 


Happy, whom that Avfpicious Age infpir'd ! 

Happy the next ; and to be next admir'd! 

Indeed Homer's Deſign was not {o very capable of 
this fnnplicicy, excepe in a few Places. And there- 
fore he ſeems to have left that Palm almoſt untouch'd, 
to Hefiod, whoſe Subjects as well as his Genius lead 
him to Plainnefs and Gravity. 

We meer with the Titles of a great Number of 
Pieces aſcrib'd to Hefiod, up and down in Pauſanias, 
Eunapias, Lucian, &c. all which are put together in 
a Catalogue by Lylins Gyraldus, in his Dialogues a- 
bout the Poets, What we have at pr<iznt, are, the 
Works and Days, Herewules's Shield, and the Theogony,or 
Hiſtory of the Race and Birth of the Gods. The 
two laſt of which Poems, are bardly admitted for 
Genuine. Particularly the Theogony is as good as mark'd 
for Spurious by Pawſazias himſelf, * Tho' that Hi- 
ſtorian, as Heinſiws obſerves, ſeems in ſome meaſure 
to have betray'd his Cauſe, when he blames the Be- 
otians for making an Image of Hehod with a Harp, 
wereas He ſung bi: Verſes to a Rod of Laurel * ;; when, 
all the while, the Story of the Rod of Lawrel, is in 


a Arcadic. p. 4%3- b Bavtic. p. $29. 
E 4 the 
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the preſent Theogeny : and at the ſame time * Pls 
rarch aſſures us that Heſiod's EPTA usd to be ſung to 


ws 

li in the beginning of his ſecond Book, 
has beſtow'd theſe high Lines on Hefiod and his 
Works. 


— —- Sed proximus ills 

Heſiodus memorat Droos, drovumque parentes, 

Et Chaos emixum terras, orbernque ſubillo 
Infamem, & promum tuubantis fiders Corpus, 
Tut anaſque ſenes, Jovi: & = mag : 

Et ſub fratre Virs nomen, fine fratre parentis ; 
Arque uerum patrio naſcentem corpore Bacchum ; 
Ompmaque immen/o volitantia numma mundo. 
Qumetiam ruris cultus, legeſque rogavit, 
Militiamque ſoli : quod collas Bacchw amaret, 
Quod feennda Ceres campor ; quod Bacchus utrumq; 
__ arbuſts wag eſſent quod adultera pom: : 
Siulvarumque Deos, ſacrataque Numins Nymphas, 
Pacis opus, magno nature condit in uſus. 


Next Heſiod ſings the Gods Immortal Race, 
He ſings how Chao; bore the Earcbly Maſs: 
How I'ght from Darkneſs ſtruck, did Beams dil- 


play, 
And Infanc Stars firſt ſRtagger'd in their way. 
How Name of Brother veil'd an Husband's Love, 
And Fans bore unaided by her Fove ; 
How —_— Bacchus burſt the Thunderer's 

high ; 

And a!l the Gods that wander thro? the Sky. 
Hence He to Fields deſcends, manure's the Soil, 
Inſtru&sthe Plow-man, and rewards his toil : 
He ſings how Corn in Plains, how YVime: in Hills, 
Delight; how both wich vaſt Encreaſe the Olrve fills: 


OO —  —— _ ww —— — — - — 


a Sympoliac. How 
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Ply- How Foreign Graffs th' Adulterous ſtock receives, 
to Bears St Fruit, and wonders at her Leaves. 
An uſeful Work, when Peace and Plenty reign, 
ok, And Art joyns Nature to improve the Plain ®. %mMrcreech 


This account, tho' it ſeems to include no other 

Labours but the EPTA andthe THEOGONY, yet agrees 

with neicher of the Pieces which we now have, un- 

I der thols Names, For thoſe fine things which the 

3 Latin Poet recount's about the Birth of the Gods, 

and the making of the World, are not fo nearly al- 

I li'd co any pa in the preſent THEOGONY as to 

I juſtifie the alluſion. And therefore 'till the late moſt 

| Learned and ious Tranſlator of Manilis ſhall 

oblige us with his correRions of this place in a Latin 

Edition , it muſt be concluded; that either the 

Aſtronomer's Fancy has carried him beyond his Aim : 

9; I or elſe, that Hefiod compos'd ſome other Poem of the 

—_—_—_ of the Gods, which might be extant in thoſe 
imes. 


And then the other part of the Relation, which is 
taken up with deſcribing the Arts of Planting can- 
not on any account, be reterr'd to the EPTA, where 
that part of Husbandry is entirely wanting z or at 

{- leaſt but Nightly rouch'd ; It, after this we conſider 
that Vigil propos'd Heſiod * for his Pattern in the 
ſecond of his Georgics, which contains the Care of 

| Trees, we may imagin that Heſied wrote ſome other 
Pieces of Ruſtical Aﬀairs, which Virgil mighe rather 

s imitate ; and that the EPTA and HMHPAI are not fo 

properly a Treatiſe of Agriculture, as a Body of 

Occonomics : a Point, which Daniel! Henſius has writ- 

ten a long Diſcourſe to prove. 
Theſe E£PTA and HMHPAI being the only unqueſti- 
on'd Work of Hefiod, as has been obſerv'd, muſt, to 


, 


-  —cti__— - - — ——— 


* Aſcraumque cans Romana per oppida carmen. 
Y us, 


58 


The Lives and Charafers of the 


us, be the main Foundation of his Character and 
Eiteem. It's true indeed, chat Quintslian gives him the 
Palm only i med:o genere dicends, in che Middle Stik; 
yet it muſt be conſider'd that his Subjects oblig'd him 
to riſe no higher. And that too gave occaſion to 
the Remark of Clomenes the Spartan, that Homer wa; 
the Poet of the Lacedemonians:, and Hefiod of the 
Notes, or the Slaves : becauſe the firſt raught the Ar: 
of War, and the other the Art of Husbandry. A 
ſaving much like that of Alexander the Great, tha 


Homer was fit for Kings, and Hefiod only for She 
and 1 1 y P-F 


herds, —_— Ploughmen. 

Yet his Reputation need not be baile on a better 
bottom, than the ſucceſs of thoſe Pieces : where the 
ſweet and caſic plainneſs of Stile; that Air of the 
Graveſt Virtue ; thoſe Fables plealantly told and ule- 
fully applied ; together with that ineſtimable Tres 
fure of unaffeted Moral Precepts, will always juſti- 
fic and ſecure that Elogy which Paterculs; and Pls 
terch ſo long fince gave him, of being the next Poet 
to Homer, as well in the value of his Works, as in the 


Period of his Age. 


ANACREON, 
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ANACREON. 


AN ACR EON. 


Nacreon was born at Teos * in Jonia 5 which was 

the reaſonof his uſing that Diale& in his Works. 

He is commonly plac'd about the 62d Olympiad, un- 
der Polycrates, the Prince or (as they call'd it then) 
the Tyrant of Samos, with whom he is laid to have 


a Strah. Lib, I3s Snid, 
been 
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been highly in favour. We can't expe& many par. 
eiculars of his Life, becauſe he ſeems to have been x 
profels'd Deſpiler of all Buſineſs and Concerns of the 
World, And fince he deſign'd his whole Age meer. 
ly for one Merry Fit, it were rather a Piece of Ci. 
vility than of Injaſtice in the World, to let it be en- 
tirely forgotten. 

Thus far we may be certain, that Fine and Lowe, 
had the diſpoſal.ot all his Hours. And if to divert 
himſelf, he engag'd in fo delightful a Study as Poe- 
ery ; perhaps his ,intention was, rather co pay his 
Reſpedts to ſome other Deicies than to compliment 
the Muſes. Ovid himſelf, tho? one of the freeſt Li- 
vers upon Record, ye could cenſure Anacreen's Ver- 
ſes, a$of a looſer humour than his own. 


Quid niſi cum multo Venerem confundere wins, 
Praecepit Lyrict Teia Muſa Senis ? 


Venus with Bacchus madly to confound 
Was all the Wiſe: Advice the Teian Lyre could fornd, 


His Tippling was as famous in the World as his 
Poztry : And, when we find his Statue in Pauſanias * 
habiced like a Lyric Profeſlor 5; we hear at the fame 
time, that it was beuer diltinguilh'd by che poſtures 
of a D:unkard, 

As to the other part of his Profeffion Love: He 
appzars to have beer: equally enamour'd of both 
Sexesz and to have ſhown as great a Veneration for 
Cupid, as he did for Vers. * Elian indeed is very 
angry, is we \ulpet Anacreon Of any diſhoneſty tO- 
ward the Train of fine Boys whom he admir'd, But 
the General Cry runs {o loud againſt the Poer in this 
Point: that there's no need ol his own & mi mgm 

a Lib. x. b Var. Hiſt. Lib. $. cap. 4+ 
P).: 74 
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3x{-wv, to prove that helov'd his Minions on no bet- 
xr account than he did his Ad:freſſes. 

Hermeſianax, as he is cited in * Atheness, gives an 


account of Anacreen's Amours with Sappbo. Bur 


Athenews himſelf refutes the Story ; ing that 

and Anacreow could not ly be Cotem- 
poraries ; the Lady living under Alattes Father to 
Creſus and the Gentleman under Cyras and Polycrates, 
But 'tis grown a Common Wiſh, that they had 
flouriſh'd in the ſame Age and Country ; and had by 
ſome nearer Relation, improv'd the happy agree- 
ment of their Temper and of their Wit. 

Anacreon was famous for one Quality, not very or- 
dinary with Poets. that of deſpiſing Money, when 
he could get it. For they tell a memorable Story, 
that when Polycrates had made him a Preſent of five 
Talents, he could not get a Minutes Sleep in two 
Ni after; ſo that, not being willing to loſe his 
Reſt in ſo bad a Cauſe, he fairly carried back the 
Treaſure ; and told his Patron, that however Con- 
ſiderable the Summ might be, it was not an equal 
Price for the trouble of keeping it. 0 \ 

We don't hear that he was much gi amb- 
ling: Only Plato * informs us that whey Hipparchas 
Son to the Tyrant Pififratus, invited him to Athens, 
and ſent a Veſſel on purpoſe to convey him ; he -ac- 
cepted the Honour and made a Voyage to that 
Courr, 

The ſame Philoſopher who gives this Relation, in 
another place * does Anacreow the Honour to Stile 
him 4 ovels *Araxgior The Wile Anacreon. Which is the 
Foundation of Monſieur Fontanelle's ingenious Dia- 
logue, where he brings in Anacreon and Arifforle dil: 
puting the Prize of Wiſdom ; and gives the Advan- 
tage to the Poer. 


0 — 


a Lib. 13. p. $99. b Hipparch. c Phadr. 
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What became of him after the Athenian Voyage, 


or where He paſsd his laſt Minutes is not on record 

Burt, as his own Verſes confels his Great Age, (tho 

not the effefts of it) fo Lucien reckons him among 

— Long/livers, allowing him Fourſcore and Fir: 
cars. 

The manner of his Death was very extraordinary 
bon hr he was choak'd with an unlucky 
Grape-ſtone, which flip'd down, as hz was regaling 
on ſome new Wine * This remarkable End, alto 
as odd as his way of Lite, has given an excel. 
Subje&t to his Succeſſors in Poetry, Among the 
reſt our Incomparable Mr. Cowley, who has fo hay 

imitated the Style and Manner of Anacreon, ha 
repaid his Obligations by honouring him with 
an Elegy in his own Strain. The Concluſion is very 
grave and ſerious, and the moſt Fortunate in the 
World for the occaſion, 


It grieves me, when I fee what Fate 

Do's on the Beſb of Mankind wait, 

Poets & - Lowers let them be ; 

"Ti either Love nor Poeſy, 

Can avm againſt Deatb's ſmall:# Dart 

The Po>ct's Head or Lover's Heart. 

But when their Life in it's Decline 
Touches th' mevitable Line, 

All the Werlds Morta! to them then, 

And Wie is —_—_ Men. 

Nay in Death's the Grape-ftone proves 

As hs as Thunder is in Fove's. 


If it be thought an Advantage to Anacreon that he 
ſhould ftill enjoy his beloved Eaſe in ſpight of the 
Hiſtorians, who have been able only to tranſmit fuch 


© _ 


ſhort 


a Plin. Nat. Hiſt. L 7. c. 7. Val. Max. |. 8. c 12: 
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ſhort Memorials of his Actions ; ic cannot be eſteem'd 
a meaner Happinek that he has eſcap'd the moredan- 
gerous diſtucbance of the Criticks. Indeed both 
the Bleflings, are in a great meaſure owing to him- 
ſelf; one to the Condition of his Life, the other to 
that of his Writings. For, as the careleſs and u 
concern'd freedom of his Manners hindred him from 
being drawn into the Buſineſs of the World, fo the 
beauciful negligence and the ſweet Gaiety of his Odes 
have kept them from ever forming an ungratetul Field 
for Learned Quarrels and Encounters. 

The Maſters of Controverſial Philology are utterly 
diſappointed when Amnacreon falls under their Can- 
vals. He deprives them of all their Common Places 
of Talk. They can produce, no tedious Labours, 
on the Occaſions of his Poems ; becauſe they were 
all perfe&t Humours. They can neither diſpute what 
Examples he follow'd, nor who have follow'd his 
Example: becauſe the Natural delicacy of his Pieces 
Cildains a Copier, as much as it did a Pattern. 
Would they contend about his Numbers, or his Stile; 
they are both too equal to found a difference. Or 
would they, as their laſt Refuge oppoſe one Excel- 
lency againſt another ; the Virtues of his Poelſy, are 
more cloſely united than thoſe of the Moraliſts; and 
his Graces being all born together, it were unnatu- 
ral to divide them. The nice Judges may fafely 

themſelves, with admiring cach a particular 

ty. One may celebrate the happy novelty of his 
thoughts: Another the agreeable finenels of his 
Turns ; a third the moving ſoftneſs of his Expreflions; 
and many more declare in favour, either of his Subli- 
mity, or of his Juſtne, or of his Simplicity, or of his 
Muſical Cadences ; or of whatever they think touches 
them with moſt advantage. But were they all oblig'd 
to deſcribe the Powers that had charm'd them ; chey 


mighe appear better Friends than they 
 n_= Foc 
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For a General Character of Anacreon, Cupid who 
was the chief Hero of his Verſes, has given the bet 
account of their Worth: as Mr. Cowley has taught 


him to ſpeak. 


All thy Verſe is ſofter far, 

Than the downy Feathers are 

Of my Wings, or of my Arrows, 

Of my Mothers Doves, or Sparrow:. 
Gracetul, cleanly, ſmooth and round : 
All with /enu:'s Girdle bound. 
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, PIND-AR. 


SITY "On attempts have been made for fixing 
the exact time of Pinder's Birth, are all de- 


2 AnimadyerC. ad Exſeb. Numb. MDXXXI. 
F 


——— 


againſt 


I” 


66 


The Lives ard Charaters of the 


againſt Greece, and ſomewhat more than Five Hun. 


dred before our Sewyous.:. 

The place of his Birth, which ought rather to 
have been forgot, ſtands firm enough on Record, 
and appears to have” been Thebes the Capital City of 
Beotia, A Country, of fo groſs and heavy an_ Air, 
as to furniſh Common talk with a Proverb for ex- 
tream ſtupidity. We find thee Poet confeſling this 
diſadvantage of, his-Climat, but at the ſame time re- 
rig EI an noe Hu from che Ge- 
neral re. For in the Sixt Olympique he thus 
exhorts e/£neas, the Maſter of the Chorus that uſed 
to Sing his Verſes , 

Gaps vov Greig 
Aria, aczro wir H— 
—gor mephuriar x9 25 o0;* 
ira 7 bnut' draw wud © ae— 
— huw Abou & hyper, Boliay 
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And You, «£neas,.drive Your ready Choir ; 
Let their firſt March be into Fano's Praile. 
And ſhow the Wondring World, ifer'e my Lays 
Betray my Country's weaker Fire : 
If not with Juſtice 1 decline 
The Vulgar rude Reproach, « dull Beotian Swine. 


Many will have him the Son of on $8cope/imus a Pi- 
per, tho' the moſt credible Authorities name his Fa- 
ther Diepbantss * On the Women's ſide one Myrtis 
or Afyrto, ſeems to have born the neareſt relation 
to him, cicher as his Morher, or his Tutorefs, or, 
— , as both. His Nativity fell oue juſt in the 

nity of the Pythian Games *: an Omen of 

a Vid. Suid. b Plutarch SympoL. Lib. 8. Q. r. a 
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the Honours" they were afterwards to rec:ive from 
his Verſes. Philofratus makes the Ngde to have 
danced at his Birth, and Pan himſelf to have leap'd 
awkerdly about for Joy: who (if we believe the 
fame Story) when the Poet was grown up, and ſer 
to Writing, left off his Antick Sports, and employ'd 
himſelf in finging the new Compoſitions *. 

ulius Firmicus the Aſtronomer, has taken the 
pains to ereft Pindar's Horoſcope ; and demonſtrates 
from the Stars that he was deſign'd by Heaven for 
a Divine Maſter in the Lyric Strain. But becauſe 
the happy ſite of his Planets was not likely co be fo 
well underſtood ; they tell us, he was honour'd with 
a clearer Token of his deſtin'd Greatneſs. For ſleep- 
ing one day in the Fields, while a little Boy, the ' 
Bees came and fed him with cheir Honey * ; which 
paſſes for the occaſion of his firſt applying himſelf co 


ic ſeems probable that the Circumſtances of his 
Birth and Fortune, could not afford him any extra- 
ordinary A of Education: And therefore 
'tis his atural Genius which always hokds 
ws place in his Character. He himſelf was very 

nlble of the kindneſs of Heaven in thus provi- 
ding for him, and knew there was as much difference 
berween himſelf and his drudging Rivals, as berween 
the eaſinefs of Nature and the Pains of Arr, Hence 
he bravely compares them 'tg&,the baſe Crows, and 
Himſelf tothe Generous Eagle in che Second Olym- 
pict/" oo -/ 7 : 
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dxpgi/le jarilor 
Aiis aye oqrize Oaiw, 


Art lives on Natwe's Alms; is weak and'poor: 
Nature herſelf has inexhauſted ſtore , 
Wallows in Wealth, and runs a turning Maze, 
That no Vulger Eye can trace. 
'' Art, inſtcad of mounting high , 
About her Hamble Food do's hovering fly, 
Like the iznoble Crow, rapine and noiſe do's love, 
Whileſt Natwre like the Sacred Bird of Fove, . 
Now bears loud Thander, and anon with (lent joy 
The beauteous Phrygian Boy. 
Defeats the frong, o'retates the flying Prey; 
And ſometimes bask's in th'o Flames of Day, 
And ſometimes too he ſhrowds ; 
His foaring Wing: among the Clouds. 


We have little account of his way of Life, only we 
are inform'd in general, that he was highly courted 
and reſpected by che greateſt part of the Princes and 
the States of Greece. One would think they really 
believ'd him ſomething more than a Mortal, when we 
find them allowing him a ſhare with the Gods in 
their Giſts and Offerings. But 'tis-a much nobler 
Praiſe, that this was done by Conimand of the Ora- 
cle itſelf. For, it ſeems, the Officiating Prophereſs 
at Deiphi, ſtrictly , to give a part 
of cheir Firſt-fruics, (w he chicher,) as 
a Probe Pinday *, : 

"him in that Tempte, which" remain'd a 


long tie ir upon which he us'd co fir, and ſing 
his Verſes in honour of Apollo *, 
His Countrymen the had an unlucky grudg 


againſt him, upon account of his commending their 


. — 


a Paxſan.in Bzotic. p. $75 b Parſan. in Phocic. p. 655. 
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Mortal Enemies the Men of A:bens : which not only 
rendred them favourers of his Glory ; but 
provok'd them to Fine him, for his Publick Aﬀeont 
to the State, But the Generous Athenians at the ſame 
time made him a Preſent, double in value to what he 
had been amerc'd ; and honour'd him with a no- 
ble Statue, when his own City refus'd him that Piece 
of Reſpe&t *, 

Perhaps this ill-will of the Magiſtracy under whom 
he liv'd, might be the cheif reaſon of his poor ſucceſs 
at a Contention in Verſe at Thebes, where he loſt the 
Prize to a Woman, the ingenious Corinne. Pauſa- 
nias lays, the Judges declar'd in her favour, becauſe 
ſhe addre(ſs'd them in their own Diale&t ; whereas 
they were not fo well acquainted with the Dorick 
Stile of Pindar *. Without doubt, beſides all this, 
her Beauty had ſome Influence in the Caule ; ſince 
we are aſſur'd ſhe carried away that Prize too, from 
all the Ladies of her Time *. 

His Nobleſt Patron was the Famous King Hiero of 
Qracuſe whom he has conſecrated in ſo many Pieces, 

ſhould ſeem to have left Thebes to attend on 
the Court of that Prince. For compoſing the Second 
Pythigue in bis Honour, and addrefling himſelf tothe 
Syracuſians, he ſays 


Uuyaly Thx Thy Mmaggy ams OnCdv 
piger WAQGE Iyppuai, —— 


To you from fertile Thebes I come, 
Laden with Vetle. 


But perhaps this might be ſpoken only in the Perſon 


of thole who went to Syracuſe to ſing his Hymn, at 


the Feaſt held there after Hiero's Victory. Forwhen 


a A#ſchines. Epiſt. 4. b Pauſan. in Bzotic. p. $74. © Ibid. 
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he wrote the third Pyrbique, be was ſtill in his own 
Country : in regard that he tells Hiero who was then 
Sick of the Srone, that, could he raiſe up old Chirmn 
from the Dead by his Verſes, he would come, and 
bring him along wich him, thro' the Ionian Sea into 
Sicily . 

Ies likely he paſs'd his whole Age in the Eaſe com- 
monly allow'd to Men of his Profeflion ; not aſpiring 
to give his Country any other Service than that of his 
Muſe. We bind him deft his way of Liſe in 
the Seventh yu , and declaring why he rather 

rſe, than applied himſelfto Arms or 
ſerious Bufſinels. 


—— — df ares 
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Nor You, Ye Blef'd Immortals, wich Diſdain 
Look on an Idle Poet, thar can raiſe 

Equal to You his Warrior's Praiſe , 

Yet kindly with himſelf diſpence, 
Scorning to owe his Wit to groſler Sence : 
Untaught by Szghr, can paint the Bloody Scene, 
And, without Feelmg, Conſecrate the Pain. 
That he his filent Track of Life 5,» 
Averſe to Glorious Noiſe, and ial Rage ; 
And begs the daily favours of his Muſe, - 
And courts the eafie ſteps of Gayſom Age ; 
He owe's to You, and Your eternal Book : 

From Your fure Hands the Bent he took. 
For not alone the laſt ſad Minutes of our Dat? 
Attend Your Nod, to turn them into Fate 


But 
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But the ſame Nod, but the ſame Sacred Power 
Points our the different Parhs in which we move; 
Show's what we ought to Hate, and what to Love ; 
And to its proper Ule chains up each flying Hour. 


His Death was the effe&t of his own Wiſhes. For 
having Pye the Gods to fend him the _ Ha 
pineſs a Mortal was capable of ; He is faid immedi- 
ately alter, to have expir'd {luddenly in the Theatre, 
leaning on che Kneesof a Young Boy that he admird: 
nometing to Suidas, being then Fifty Five Years 
Old. Tho' the exact time of his Death is as uncer- 
tain as that of his Birth, 

They tell us that he made Verſes even aſter he 
was Dead. For, as Pauſanias gives the Relation *, 
fancying one Night in his latter Time that he ſaw 
Proſerpma coming to him, complaining that ſhe was 
the only Deicy he had left uncelibrated : Deceaſing 
about ten days after, he appear'd to an Old Gentlewo- 
man that was related to him, and ſung her an Hymn 
in honour of Proſerpine; which the Good Woman 
preſerv'd in Writing, 

It's a Stor generally known, that of Alexander 
the Greats's Loo Pindar's Houle (as the Lacedemo- 
»ians had done before) when he touk Thebes, and in- 
ticely raz'd the reſt of the City. But the reaſon of this 
Honourable A is not fo well underſtood. Alexander 
indeed profels/d a high reipe& for Pinder's Writings 
in general ; and made it one of his chiefeſt Pleaſures 
to read them. Bur this Piece of Generoſity 7 wy 
to have had a Foundation nearer home. For it 
ſeems Pindar had celebrated one of Alexander's Fami- 
ly and Name; and had the happinels to put a Com- 
pliment on the very Name ; by accoſting the Gentle- 
man with : 


— 
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Thow Nameſake to the Happy Greeks, 


The Ruines of Pindar's Houſe were to be ſeen at 
Thebes, in Pazſenias's time *: who liv'd under Anto- 
minus the Pbiloſopher. 

Of alk-the numerous Works which he is faid to 
have compos'd, we have/only his four Books of 
Hymns of: Triumph, on the Conquerars at the four 
Renown'd Games of Greece ; the Olympien, the Pychi- 
an, the Nemeaan and the If bmian. It (eems 'twas 2 
-common thing to hire Pmmday for this ſervice, and no 
Victory was thought compleat *cill ic had the appro- 
bation of bis Muſe. To which purpoſe there is one Wl < 
particular . Story on Record : that when Pytbeas had Wl i 
gain'd the Prize in the Nemaan Games, at Wreſtling, q 
-and at the Cze/fu:, his Friends preſencly made their WM | 
Application to Pimdar, to procure an Ode in his Ho- r 
nour.. Bur the Poet demanding fo large a Reward { 
as Three (or rather Three «t ) Drachms, they q 
went away in a Huff, celling him chat for that Price, Wl © 
they could purchale their Friend's Statue in Coppe:. | 
However, upon better conſideration they attended 
Pmdar again, renewing their ſuit and offering to gra- | 
tife him as he deſfir'd. Upon which occaſion he be- | 
gan the Ode (which is the filth Nemeen) alter this | 
manner *. 


Outs ardcuatloruts « — 

—u 6 T' nimow 7 inaty 

la djanuar in dilas Baluid & 
$267 a2 comma; 


W— 


a Dion Chryffom, Orat. 2. p. 25. b Baotic. p. $78. 
c Grac. cho; 
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Not the Dull Statuarie's Art , 
To form dead Figures, and to place 
On moveleſs Pedeſtals the lumpiſh Maſs , 
Can boalt to have engag'd my Hearr, 
But the bleſs'd Muſe, that, with a Nobler Power, 
In poliſh'd Verſe can Carve a Conquerour, 
Her Labours to no Baſis ſtand confin'd, 
Tamely expeting Fame: 
Bur fly thro? every onev'ry Wind ; 
And to fure Glory bear the Hero's Name. 


His Poems are of fo difficult a Character, that the 
Greateſt Judges are commonly ſatisfied with confirm- 
ing his General Title of Prince and Father of Lyri- 
ques ; without engaging inthe ſearch of his particular 
Excellencies. For, that prodigious elevation of Spi 
ric, that amazing Beauty of Sentences, that bound 
{cope of Thought, and that daring Liberty of Fi 
_ Meaſures, are as likely to deter a Cricick as 
an Imitator. His Pegaſus, as Mir. Cowley ayes, 
Flings Writer and Reader too that fits not ſure, 

Herace, tho' he appear'd his moſt dangerous Rival, 
yet had generolicy enough to give him his juſt Com- 
mendations, as he had Judgment enough to fix 
them on a due bottom. From Horace therefore, cl 
pecially ſince he has been improv'd by Mr. Cowley, 
we are to take our true notions of the Genius and 
the Stile of Pindar. 


Hor. Od. 2. Lib. 4. 
Pindarum quiſquis fudet emmlari, I 
—ule ceratts ope Dadulea 
Niuuur penis, treo daturus 
Nomina ponio. 
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The Lives and Charafters of the 
Monte decurren: velut ammis, imbres 
Quem ſuper notas aluere viva; 

Fervet, ——_ rui profſunds 
mdarns or», 

Lawrea donandus Apoliinar, 

Seu per audaces nova /ulyrambes 

Verba devoluu, numcriſque fertur 
Leze faliris: 

Seu devs regeſque canit, deorwn 

Sang uinem, per quos cucidere juſt 

_- art cecidit __ 
Flamma Chimare. 

Srve quos Elea domum reducit 

Palms celeſtes : puril-nroe equumroe 

Dicit, & centum potiore from 
Munere f, 

Flebili ſponſe juvenemrve raptum 

Plorat: & wires animumque mores — 

—gque aureos educit in aſtra, nigre— 
—qJue 1m widet Orco. + 

Multa Dircanm levat aura Lypnum, 

Tendit, Amtonif quotics in altos 

Nubium tratins. 


I 
PINDAR is imitable by none ; 
The Phenix Pinder is a vaſt Species alone. 
Who e&'re but Dedalus w::tr waxen Wingscould fly, 
And neither fork too low, nor ſoar too high ? 
What cru'd he who follow'd claim, 
But of vain Boldnef the unhappy fame ; 
And by his fall a S:« to name 2 
Pindar's unnavigable Song 
Like a fwoln Flood fron: fome tteep Mountain 
pours along : | 
The Ocean mcers with ſuch a Yoice 
From —= eularged Aowb, as drown's the _ 
NOLUFe. | 
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So _ doe's new Word: and Figure: roul 
Down his impetuous Dizbyrambique Tide, 
Which in no Channel 's © abide, 


Which neicher Banks nor Dikes 
Whether ch' Immortal God: he ſing's, 
In ano leſs Immortal Stram , 
Or the Att of God deſended Kings , 
Who in his Numbers ſtill ſurvive and reigy. 
" Each rich embroider'd line 
Which their crium Brows around 
By his Sacred is bound, 
Do's all their Starry Diadems out-ſhine, 


HL 
Whether at Piſe's race he pleaſe 
To Cervein poliſh'd Verſe the C s Images : 
Whether the Swifr, the Sk:fad or Ss Strong 


Be crowned in his Nimble, Artful, Vigorou: >0ng : 

Whether ſome brave Young Man's untimely Fate, 

In words worth for he celebrate ; 
Such and fach Pleaſing words 

As Foy to? his Mother's, and his Miſreſs Grief affords: 
He bids him Live and Grow in Fame, 
Among the Stars, he ſticks his Name: 

The Grave can but the Droſs of him devour, « 

So ſmall is Death's, (o great the Poer's power. 


IV. 
Lo, how th oblequious #ind, and ſwelling Air 
The Theban Swan do's upwards bear 
Into the Walks of Clouds, where he do's pla 


And with extended Wings opens —_— way 


fly, 


Monſieur Perrauk in his late Parralel, as he has 
"s  manag'd the Charge againſt all the Celebrated Au- 
bs: | " 


tation ;z is {er this paſlage in itserue light, 
and to make it fo clear, as even” his Adverſary mk 
underſtand it. He tells us, we mult remember tha 
_—_— liv d in the nex NDRs_00 Tha, Pt bagera 

Anaxag oras, the. bamous Natural Philoſophers ; 
who had | tg td fſaccels. The Opinion 
of Thaks, who: made Water the firſt Principle 
Things was in eſteem. Now  Empedocle 
the Sicilian, t@ Anexagees, and Cotempo- 
rary with Pazdar, had carried matters farther than 
any of them: and had nor only ed very deep 
into the Know of Nature, but (as Lacretizs after. 
wards did) had 'd-che whole Scicace in Verſc. 
This , Poem rais'd, his Character to fuch a pitch in 
Greece, that they ſcarce thought him of Morcal De- 
ſcene. The entire Work has long fince periſh'd ; 
bur there's a Tradition that : it with the praiſes 
of the Elements 5 and "tis: not hi Pg Remaceg 
Gold and other Metrals ſhould be left -untouch'd. 
Now Pinder being to compoſe his firſt O/ Ode 
in honour of King Hiers, who had won Prize 
at the Horſe-race, begins with the moſt ſimple and 
che moſt natural chought in the World, That, it he 
were inclin'd to fing of the Wonders of Nature, then 
in imitatioa of Empedocles, he would celebrate uy 


Anciem Gretien Peers. Prey. 
14 Gold, as the two moſt excellent and "moſt uſeful 
coriſecrated 


77. 


he Game thing, as to pretend 
in Heavery of equal Wi 

bun. This is Piader's thought in it's Natural ofder, 
id as a Rhetorician would have expre{&'d itin exat 
: let us ſee now how Pinder has ſetit'off in 


* Aciev july Shy” 3 N 
xtve%; afliure we 
dre Hherywru vw— 
—n unary@ Woa wire. 
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_ & Sf" diihe jarver 

way blnfuer plac Free , 
+» wunrtlf «xe oxime 

a d>.0 Snares 

ant & dukes gurrlr doyev 
han dens Hf ate , 
ep hl” Okuwria, d jive 
vs $ig]4gor eudn ours. 


oy There's nothing ſo excellet as Water : There's nothing 
'0- WY more reſplendent than Gold; which diftingwiſhtr itſelf @- 
l ; mong proud Riches, like Fire that blazes in the Nighe. 
ics Wl Bur, O my Friendly Genius, ſince thow art moſ# delighted 
of to ſing of Combat: ; don't thou imagine, that mm +he migh- 
0. YN » Void of Heaven when s, there can be di 
ic ord other Luminary ſo radiant as the Sun 5 or that 

© i ©» Earth we can ſay there's any other Conteſt ſo Noble as 
Cf 4 Ohmpick. © | | 
; | 
T7 

i 


This Tranſlation is almoſt word for word; at leaſt 
nothing new is introduc'd except | on Earth] _ 
the 


oy The Lives and CharaSers of the 
te 
Rn. 


; [thn 


les richeſſes oats ame Grote. Mai 
mon eſprit, fi tw deſires chanter les combats, ne contemyl: 
point & anire aſtre plus luninenx que le ſoleil p:ndant |; 
four, dans be vague de Þ airy car nou: ne ſcaurions chan. 


the empty Air. But we dew't know bow to 
bn hp) more Noble thas the Olympichs, = f 


"Gk -—_ he gravely renders the 
we; which were never intended to 
the Conſtrution. Bur, not to inliſt on leſſer 
> thing which ſpails the whole Sence of the 
is what ignorance it felf could ſcarce ſuggeſt, 

what mult be rather the © eo — * and 
and that is, the turning the reck warirs and che 


a Parallel. 1. p. 29. "= 
cn 
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in =e, into the French car, or but 5 whence all 
he connexion and dependance is loſt, 

So that, upon the whole matter the Galimathies 
nd the unaccountable Nonſence, are not to be found 
in the Greek but in the French. And Perranlt has 
hhown no other mark of a Tranſktor of Pinder, but 
that which Mr. Cowley ſpeaks of, the knack of ma- 
king People think, that one Madman bas Tranſlated 
ano! ber. 

If, after all, Perrault and his modiſh Followers 
hould renew the Charge, and ſay, that there's as 
liccle Foundation for any Verſion, as for theirs ; and 
that they cannot by any means underſtand the con- 
nexion here berween the Water and the Gold and 
the Olympick Games ; not to refer them to the 
Greek Scbolis, which by their tedious Expoſition 
may chance to countenance their obſtinacy ; they 
may be 'd to look fo far as the latter end of the 
third of the ſame Book ; and then they will 
meer wich the ſame Figure, and the ſame cerms,more 
coſcly tied together. 


d 4 dewiou wir Shy , Het rev 
N que erdbiocaller , 

ror of wels igaliar On— 

—yo df{]diow , ingrov , anleras 
txeber Henna @® ena, — 


As Water, firſt of things, maintains, 
Ic's uſeful Empire till, and widely {reigns 3 
As Sovereign Gold darts forth the power 
Among the glittering tracks of Oar: 
So much the high Olympian Fame 
Darkens the Honours of a meaner Name. 
Thus Theron ſhines, and thus with Pace, 
Has reach'd the fartheſt Mark of Paintul Vertue's 


Race : 
: Paſſing 
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the Pillars of Hercalean force ; 
For here that Godlike Hero ſtop'd his Courſe , 
Theſe Sacred Games he choſe to bound his Height, 
Sacred Games were all the Pillars that he 


[ 
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THE 
| 

; 

; 

: 


H 
{ 


Man, and pretend 
_ he preſently runs off 


ing excellency of an Ode, that 


Son ftile impetuenx ſowvent marche an bazard, 
Chex elle wn beau deſordre off wn effett de I Arr. 


It's plain Pinder was ſenſible of his hardinefs, in 
wandring fo looſly from the main Subjet. And 
therefore after a long heat of any forreign Story, we 
find him very often, reprehending his Muſe for ſhoot- 
ing any of ber Arrows at Rovers, when be would bave 


ber empry 
Pa + 


a Art Poctique. wit, 
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Wit, ſo 'twas his Privilege, to let (as Mr. Cowley ex- 


preſſes it) 
bis Wanton Arrows fly 
Alt all the Game that did but croſs bis Eye. 


In his Tenth Pythique he plead's his Title to this Li- 
berry, at large; comparing his Spirit and Wir to a 
Boar, as he does often to a Chariot, a Bird, and the 
like. He introduces the Apology by his uſual Nleighr 
of correting his Muſes fury, and adviſing Her to 
Caution and Regularity. 


ta 


Korer gimw* muy Sd” ay — 

—_ xi 

w;Gozehh, xuesS © dnxay mirga 
 Onniler Þ dill Srarey 

in” vor” dev, 6; T4 pe 
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Hold, Muſe, thy heedlefs Oar, 
Fly to the Deck, and the quick Anchor caſt ; 
And = the Veſſel's fatal haſt, 
And miſs the Rocks to which her giddy Head ſhe 
bore. 
Thy Bark, that ſcorn's a meaner Freight, 
Than Songs of Triumph and exalted Praiſe, 
in Is buile for and for State, 
nd And _ no ferrled Courſe, and in no Channel 


LITE SIETES ETSY 


ays. 
Like the Gay Bee ſhe ſpread's her Silken Wings ; 
with haſty dip each Flowers ſhe meets, 


ve 
uis No fork Priſe to Port the wanton Pirate bring's, 
Bat forms with various Spoils her Golden Sweers. 


js But indeed, it is a kind of begging rhe Queſtion, to 
| make Pinder plead his Prerogative tor the deciſion of 
[9 G this 


The: Liver and Charaers of the 
this Cauſe. To ay, that 'twas the manner or the 
way of thole Odes to be fo bold and fo Licentious, 
while this manner, two iy is the 
the Adverlaries complain Bur if 
_ made out, that beſides the 

, he was 


ina rear mealure 


Yet, upon 

ing, tis wool bes REN Tok. For we ought 
to conſider that theſe Ode: GY 

to be ſung by a Chers: 
Mectings, aflifted with | op rb 
tal Mulick. If ; 
tion, Pinder 
ry Piece. Bur in the roth of the Olympi 
give them an account how the Cuſtom 


dcning up the Victories in the ſeveral Exerci- 
fes at their firſt Celebration. Whom, when their 
Labours were d GY, he make's to have been thus 
entertaind. 


u OC wmwy lwde winlG 
eva itad])ly gd. 

PT, nw Tigre — 
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tireſorn 
General Eacertainment, with 
lingle Man: and, now and then, of a Man, not 


Or held her Glirtering Token out to ſhow their work 
was done. 


gore ; in recurn ſhall 
their _ 


And Four, Great Patron of the Games, ſhall ſtand 
High in the Front, and all our Lays command. 


The Meſe ber Father's ſhafts may carch and may 
rerwrm. 

Nor with preſumptuous Pride will we relie 

On ſtrength of Yoice, or ſound of Lawleſs Strain ; 
But Serain and Voice ſhall with the Pipe comply, 
Toon ling More hel 7s our wilder 


Now it would have been an invidious, as well as a 


buſine, to fill a H mn that was deſign'd for 
4 the dire Prafies of a 


G 2 very 
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The Lives and Charaflers of the 
very eminent on any other account, but for his 
Fortune in winning Ne Prins a: Gne of che Pritis 
Exerciſes. - But the Old Relations of the Acts of Hes 
ven and Heaven-born Heroes, were what every Body 
long'd for and admir'd ; eſpecially when they heard 
them given wich new improvements of Wit and Lan- 
guage. Therefore, as to this Condua, Pinder's Enc 
_ co ſtrength of his Judg- 
_ t Ln arg I of RE _- 
pecially, , whatever they may pretend, hi 

greflions are feldom forced in without occaſion. The 
Gods or Conſecrated Heroes do not intrude them- 
ſelves uncivilly into a Pogm where they are not con- 
cern'd, The Gentleman whom Pider particularly 
addreſſes, has commonly fome near relation to them: 
They are cither the Founders of his City, or of his 
Family, or the Inſticurors of the Games in which te 
has 'd : Or famous for ſome of choſe Virtues, 
which the Poet celebrates in his Patron. 

But the crouble might have been ſpar'd of attempt- 
ing formally to anſwer theſe two Objetions. For, 
as filly or malicious Accuſers generally ſpoil their 
whole Charge by endeavoring to heighten and in- 
creaſe it; fo the ſame nice Palats, which cannot re- 
liſh Pinder on the ſcores already mention'd, plai 
ſhow where the Diſtemper lies, by adding a farther 
Reaſon of their Diſguſt. Their formidable Champion 
Perraalt is not alſham'd to bring this as an 
of the little Merit of Pixdear's Works, that their chief 
Uſe is to furniſh Great Readers and ColleRtors with 
a ſtock of Moral Sentences. And now we may ap 
pzal to any one, whether Ewvy has not been very 
unhappy, to pirch on an unqueſtion'd Virtue for 4 
Crime. For till Profit and InſtruQion are denied to 
be the main ends of Poetry; Pinder, even according 
to this Judgment, has a fair Ticdle at leaſt to half che 
Laurels ; while he is acknowledgd to advance the 
Work of Viriue in the World. Io- 
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Indeed, if a Man conſider'd  carefally our igno- 
rance in thoſe things which were the foundation of 
Pindars Writings, the various Ceremonies of the 
Games, and the particularities of Times, Perſons and 
Places ; beſides our weak Notions of his Language 
and Numbers : he would be apt to fix his Mvuraliy, 
for a. much farer as well as a much Nobler Praiſe 
than what we can pretend at this diſtance to build 
on the excellencies of his Manners and of his Style. 
That will turn to Uſe when theſe are only admir'd. 
If we can't copy the Beauties of his Fancy we may 
improve by the ſtrength of his Wiſdom, to which his 
Fancy lent it's Charms. If his Spirit of Poetry dil- 
dain to be within our reach, his Spirit of Honeſty 
and Goodnefs will admit a more eafie Imitation: And 
tho' we cannot foar beyond the Clouds, with his 
Wie; we may make a nobler Flight, by the affiſtance 
of his Piety. 

Now not to make a Catalogue of all the excellent 
Paſſages we meet with in Pinder, crnpaning the dif- 
ferent Eſtate of Good and Bad Men after this Life, 
the juſt ity of the Diſtributions of Providence, 
and the incapacity of Men to judge of the Actions of 
Heaven ; with the Wiſe Leſſons on almoſt every par- 
Vertue : How Glorious it looks in an Heathen 
0 


3s 


, | eſt againſt thar Vice of his 
Art, the delivering unworthy St about the So- 
reraign ? Yet this is Pindar's ſettled Maxim 
in his very firſt Ode, | 


| The Heavenly Powers that grace his Theme ; 


G 3 And 
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And preſently aſter, he profeſſes his abhorrence 
chargind the Gods wich ths Crimes of Men 


he gives his Muſe a Cau- 
Piety 


But ſtrifes, and Wars, and Bloody Feats, 
Move far, Ye Muſes from th' Immortal Seats. 


Ancient Grecian Poets. Part. I. 
the Precedency : And Horace might alter the modeſt 
Boaft * much to Hu Advamage ; where he now af 
Homer the firft Place in Fame as his unqueſtion'd 
and only obſerves that Pinder's Mule is not 
her due Honour and Eſteem. 


© —— 


* Lib. 4. Ode. 5. | a priores Maomus ies lot 
ASCHYLUS. 


p. was by Deſent an Athenian, Son to Ex- 

ion; his Family referring ies Original to 
the "Ali; Swe or Primitive Inhabicants *. The 
in the accounts of his Age, has 
leg'd by Learned Men, as an emi- 
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killing her Commander *. 
Brother that «£/cbylav alterwards ha 
FA... :a4 , Gods upon account of one of his bolder Tr i 


The Lives and Charaflers of the 
happily as he could wiſh *. Perhaps this Tale about 
his Adventure with Becebas, might occaſion to 
the common report of his all his Pieces when 
he was drunk ; which we find recorded by * Platerch 
and © Lucian. Lay yy ee yet 
any great Scruple, that he on this Study while 
very Young, and quickly filenced the fame of all his 
Predeceſſors in the Art ; as well by a no- 
bler Strain of Verſe, as by reforming the rude Stage 
with the Ornaments of Habits and of Scenes. 

He is ſaid to have been valiane beyond the ordi- 
nary pitch of Poets ; and, with his ewo Brothers, to 
have born an honourable part in the three Famous 
—— > ham 
the ſecond oft Enga is Younger 
Ammyuias Was Chief Offer of a Squadron ; 
and had the firſt Prize decreed him Co 2. View 
Ty ; as having behav'd himſclf the beſt 
ciaw Captains, overſeuing the Perfies 


'T was to the Courage and the Reputation of this 
Life. For being Condemn'd as 2 | 


OE LL in ede can ences oa © cpa] uu a 


F 
u_ the Arbemians were juſt ” - ot 
to h ; Ampniar ing near the - pull 
his Arm from app, £4 t, and ſhow'd itin 
the Face of the Court without a Hand ; ther hav- 
ing been loſt at Salami: in the Defence of his Coun- 
ery. The Judges were fo ily mov'd with this 
noble Mark > |" nant that they i 

iced the Poet, on no other Plea, but the having lo 

rave a Man of his Family *. ' 


n— _— — —— 


+ Farſen, Attic. 46. h Lib. 7. 16, ©c En 
com. Demoſi ben. '' Vie Grac. yer Schokiah de Died. Sie, 
Lib. 14, f Alien, Var. Hiſt, L 5. & 19. ”= 
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Irs plain from this Arraigament, that —_— 
Countrymen had no great opinion of his Virtue. 

Which without doubt was one reaſon of his willing- 
nef6 co leave them : tho' he did nor put the deſign in 
execution, till upon farther Reſentments. Either, as is 
commonly believ'd, becauſe che J of the Thea- 
tre had him in letring S-phocles, who had 

his Scholar, carry away the Tragick Prize from 
: Or perhaps, becuaſe Simonides had infinitely 
curdone him, when both compos'd on 
Brave Grecian: that fell at * Marathon. Suidas has 


while one of his Plays was in Ating 
yr yt x ena, -o ly 
re ounger Scaliger * 
way of making this chic my 
ſubſtance with the firft ; if not with ci- 
y mention'd. For he will have 
Seats to have been an old Ironical 
Comedians and Satyriſts to ſigni 
ill ſacceſs of a Play, or other Poem in the 
On the ſtrength of which conjeQure, he incer- 
Fwoenal's 


OOO EY TROL aaHERD BpTYOAQISEST SYEFEFTSGCSSE 


his 
ol Work De Emendatione Temporum *. 


| 
5 
& 


>? 


' 8 Vit Grace; b anfies Lefh b 1. 010. © Pag 484. 


t'y Aſcbylm © 


The Lives end CharoSlers of the 
choſe $4 
Cad tres now 


Stone, 
pon hif Head ; which inftead &f 
'd out His Brains *, 


On al peg 


this » aid to have been compos'd by himſelf 
Ketls before bis Deaths s cad, 


Angaw Evprelor® 'Advraior 15) ra/tu 
Mriue xd)e our Tmypipor Ties. 

"Many 6 wllupuer apy Siri de® dr du. 
Kai Betr</lnuns MII G Gmaluud. 


Athenian «A/chjlus, Eupbories's Son , 
Lies here, where Gels haſt's to waſh the Stone. 


a Vit. Grac. 5 0 OD $00 © 2 FI; es. þ oS 
& 12. © Vit. Grac. «d Ibid. «© Paſen. A 
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Let Mata:bou's Proud fine his V alone tell, v7 gs 
a the Force they know too 


% 


However the Name of «/£/chylas has ſuffer'd from 
the Criticks, who ſometimes exclaim againſt him in 
as furious Language as his own ; yet it will always be 
a ſufficient Honour to his , to have him ac- 
d for the Father of his Art, and the Great 
Diſcoverer of that happy Way, which *cwas an eaſie 
matter for thoſe that came after him comake ſtraight- 
Od the Tragedy firſt 
rs e Ir was at 
no more than a Continued Song of the Chorus. AF- 
terwards Theſpis, whom Horace *, calls the Inventor 
Tragick Muſe, found it convenient to add 
Perſon above the Chorus, who to relieve them 
them th might entertain the Audience 
ſome rious Adventure. Now 
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i fize 
| addition to his Glory, 
the firſt, who'rook care to have all the killing buſ- 
neſs tranſated behind the Scenes, that the People 
hr not be diſguſted by fuch Cruel and Unnatural 
. b 


has found (as was at firſt hinted) exceeding hard mea- 
fuce from many Ancient as well as Modern Joges; 


Sopboclkes and Euripides afterwards at. 

are cenſur'd, as Extravagant ; 
his Condu&# as rude and fimple ; and his Language, 
as windy Rant. "Tis for this reaſon that the Com- 
mon Maſters, when they lay down their Rules for 
Tragedy, recommending only his ewo Succeſſors for 
the Examples of Perfe&tion, ſeldom honour 
e(chjlar with their Notice ; unleſs when he is to be 
correted for ſome miſcarriage. The other 


Patterns of Rocks and Shelves, to be avoi 


And, yet all the while, if we may depend on the 
of writing. Now how ww aflign each Author 


— 


2 Her. A. P. Ver. 280. b Philoſtras. Vit. Apollen. L 6. & 6. 
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his particular Excellency is confels'd a hard task e- 
yen by thoſe who are fo generons as to allow eA(chy- 
las any. * Daciet has proposd two ways of i 
their proper Charaters ; the firſt in relation co their 
Style, which he borrows from Diony/ixs Halicarnaſſeme; 
and che other on account of the different ſpecies of 
Tragedy : how each Man ſucceeded beſt in ſome 
particular kind. As for Stile, he attributes the rude 
to eAE(chylus, the Florid to Euripides, and the mix 
0 Op 

Eſc 


les. In the diviſion Tragedy ; he takes 
less Talent to have laid in _ which he 
ſimple patbet ique : to have done beſt 


in 
Diſtintions, how true foever they may be, yet as 
they divide the Laurel are like co give «£ſcbylus but 
a very inconſiderable ſhare. The French Critick 
after all, that he ſhall be oblig'd to any 
m who would = more equal J be- 
ewween them. And he might have paid t Obli- 
to no leſs a Man than Platerch, 'Tis from 
His deciſive ſentence that -we are to learn what Title 
each Rival had to Fame, without invading the Pre- 
togatives of the others. The three reigning Vir- 
mes then, which Pluterch had the Art to diſcover, 
were 5 'Evemidy owia, x» » Zogaxaius Aogtbrhg of mo 
"Agios Hue *%. The Wiſdom of Euripides, the Eloqnence 
of Sophocles, and the Loftineſs of Alchylus. 

The Graces of his ors may be better inſiſt- 
&d on hereafter: at preſent we are only concern'd 
to vindicate this __ - -- Poet ; which is 
commonly alledg'd as his greateſt Crime. Indeed, if 
Nature and the Common A of Men 
were always to be the Rules of Sublimity ; «E{chylus 
would perpetually be a Trangrefſor. But ic ſhould 


« De Oratore L 3- © 7. b On Ariſtotle's Poeſy. Cap. 19. 
c De Gloria Athenien/. hy 


des in the Moral. Both theſe. 


93 


os The Liver and ChnaBlert of the 


be remembred, that his buſfines lay among the Old 
Race : raixd them above Human 
Piech by not bue diſtin 
guifſh them more than Mor- 
tal in their thoſe Pri 
mitive W to all chat 
finencfs of ners, which 
ſerv'd to difj _ 
their hard for them to 
any as in their Fights, 
the Famous 


appears in Eichylus of 
extravegant Grandeur, of ancient rudeneſs, and_ of s 
kind of fubbornneſs in thoug bt and expreſſion, ſeems more 
le tro the Manners of the Old Heroes *. 

Te will cafily be 'd, that our Poet by aim- 
ing continually at bold Fronghts and heck Expect 


fions, as the moſt admir'd Longinus * obſerves of 

will 
claim the Benefit of the fame Cricick's Maxim, that s 
Sublime Style with @ great many failures, is to 


ible Shapes : as it was in- 
him to Paint a Monſter than a 


time ic muſt be acknowledg'd that 
of what was afterwards call'd 


, he by the force of 
ables co aſtoniſh and Terrifie the 


he could not entertain agreeabl 
Decency and Art. To this —_— 
, that when his Eumenides was 
j, the Chorus of Furies entring in a violent 
ner on the Stage, the People were put - into 
a Fright, that the Children Swoon'd away , 
the Big-bellid Women immediately miſcar- 


in this Care of making Terror the Chief 
End of his Pieces, he ſeems not ſo much to have 
been out in the Choice as in the Proſecution 
Ls, however the oe ngramEnt 
may have uſurped the chief place in 
dy, it is certain the Audience pak nt 

as well as gently agitated. 
the nobleſt power of a Poer, when 


of ; ments on the 
entertains, 
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— spler 
Us mages, & modo me Thebis, modo ponit Athenis. 


And Horact's Great Rival among the Moderns 
declares, chat a Tragedian will but loſe his 
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a Vit. Gac. 
Labour . 


96 The Lives and CharaSers of the 
Labour, if he does not nix the force of Ter. 
ror with the Charms of Agreeablencfs and Sweet- 


nels : 
Si 4 un beau mowwement F agreeable fureur 
Souwvent ne nou: remplit & une douce terreur '*, 


a Boilean L'Art. Poct. Chant. 3- 
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SOPHOCLES- 


he was Eight and T Years 
vS(chylw, and Twelve Years Older , 


than Exripides. 
H Tho? 


% 
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Tho' he was but a Boy at the time of NXerxe!s 
Famous Expedition into Greece, yet he had the ho- 
nour to bear no mean part in the Triumphs that 
tollow'd his Detear. For, when upon the flight of 
that Prince and the entice. rout of all his Generals, 
the Grecians were raifing Trophies to continue the 
memory of the Ations : our Young Sopbocles, being 
then at Salams, while the Mcn were employ'd in 
fixing the Monuments of the ViRory,. is reported to 
have appear'd at the Head of a Choir'ot Noble Boys, 
all niked and waſh'd over with Oyl 'and Eſſence; 
and, while they ſang a Pean, to have guided the 
Meaſures with his Harp *. | 

His Father was no better than a Mechanick by 
.nd the Ger being high in favour with Pericles, 
and che Chief «cf che City, fonnd means to educate 
him in all the Gentiler Parts of Knowledge and of 
Wir *, His nobleſ(t Artof Tragedy he atrain'd uns 
der che Tutorage of «/chy/us *, who had newly re- 
torm'd and illu{trared that fort of Pocly. 

There can't be a more famous Argument of his 
Proficiency in thoſe Studies, than that his earlieſt 
Triumph was in the Conqueſt of his Maſter, For 
Cimen {ihe renown'd Arbeman General, whole Lite 
we find in Pl»tarch) having perform'd fuccefstully 
his ſearch of Theſexs's Bones, and bringing the Noble 
Reliques with Publick ſhouts into the City: A fo 
lemn Comention of Tragedians was appointed, as 
was uſual on fach extraordinary Occaſions. The 
two Great Rivals in the Performance were ec 
Im and Sopbocles, and the Applauſe ſeem'd ſo equa 
divided, that the Arcbon whoſe buſineſs 'twas to con- 
ſticute Judges of the Prize, dard not pitch- on any 
Perſons for fo tickliſh an Office. Ar laſt C:mon, 


a Vit. per Scholiaſt. & Atheneus. L 1. p. 29, b Vit. Gre. 
c Ibid, 
and 
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and the other Coinmanders entring the Theatre to 
ſee the Sport, the Archon ſeiz'd on rhemw (happening 
to be the proper Number) and giving them the 
Oaths made chem fic down for Umpires of the Cauſe. 
The Contention was carried on with all the Hear 
that Honour and Ambition could inſpire ; each Per- 
fon labouring with more than his ordinary force to 

in ſo Honourable a Verdi on his ſide. Upon a 

Hearing, the Vietory was adjudg'd to Sophocles, 
7 this were the firſt Play he ever preſented in Pub- 

The Eſteem and Wonder that all Greece expreſs'd 
at his Wiſdom, made him conceiv'd to be the pe- 
caliar Favourite, or rather the intimate Friend of the 
Gods. They tell us that e£ſcul/ap3us did him the Ho- 
nour to viſie him at his Houſe *. And it ſhould 
ſeem that Hercules had no leſs reſpeR for him, from a 
Sory of Tully's, For among his Inſtances ot Divi- 
nation, he thus produce's Sopbocles as a memorable 
Example. ** There happen'd, (ſay's he) a Golden 
* Patin to be fto'n out of Hereuless Temple. 
* Sophocles ſaw in a Dream the God appearing to him 
"and telling him the Name ot the Thief. He took 
* little notice of the Viſion for that time, or the next; 
* but upon a frequent repetition he went boldly 
* into Court, and declar'd ſuch a Perſon to be guil- 
« ty of the Sacrilege. The Judges immediately or- 
* der'd the Man to be apprehended; who upon Ex- 
* amination confeſs'd the FaR, and reſtor'd the Veſ- 
« ſel. On which account the Temple came to be 
* call'd Herewles the Diſcoverer's © The Great Im- 
—_ Apolloniss ma attribute's a much Diviner 

ow 


er to him. For in his Oration before Domitian, 


" he cell's the Emperour, that Sopbocles the Athenian 


A— 


ut Plutarch in Cimn. b Idem in Numd. © Cicero de Divanat. 
I. 
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was able to check and reftrain the 'farjous Winds, 
when they were viſiting his Country at-an unſeaſo- 
ble Time *. 

The fame opinion of his extraordinary Worth 
_ ain'd him a free Paſſage to the higheſt Offices in 
the State, We find him in Strabo, goiflg in joint 
Commiſflion wich che famous Pericles, to reduce the 
rebellious Semians. Twas during his cofitinuance 
in this Honour, that he receiv'd the ſevere Repri- 
mand from his Collegue, which Cicere has left upon 
record, They were ſtanding and about 
their Common Afﬀairs, when there happen'd to run 
by, a very beautiful Young Boy : Sophocles, could 
not but take notice of his Prettineſs, and began to 
expreſs his own admiration to his Brother Pericles: 
, which the Grave General return'd this memora- 

e Reply, a Pretor, Sopbocle Conti- 

RE  Ewoes 6 7s op 
t- whatever op yn = Poet = ghc then 
have ; (as indeed his y is deeply luſpeRed) 
EDS en Ns ts 
Paſſion ſubmitted ro on no other account, 
= becauſe it was unconquerable. For thus we find 
him rejoycing at laſt, that by the Benefic of Old 
Age he was deliverd from the ſevere Tyranny of 

ve ©, 

Tull, in his admird Book de Senef#ute br weaine 
a les, as Gn the 

the memory arts; not a neceffary atren 
dane on the Condition the hire definds. He obſerves 
that this Great Man continued the Profeflion of his 
Art, even to his lateſt Years : But ic ſeems his Sons 
reſented this ſevere Application to Writing, as a ma- 
nifeſt negle& of his Family and Eſtate : On which 


a Philoftrat. Vit. Apollon 397. b Lib. 14. p. 635. 
Cc Tull. Off. I. 1. 4d Philo dt it- Apollon. L 1, c. 10. Pl 
tarch Moral. account 
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account, they at laſt declared the Buſineſs in Court 
ermag ie = fauhes $ uogr Guardianſhip of their 
Father, as one that was grown delirous and fo put 
ut of a capacity to manage his Concerns. The 
Old Gentleman heing ſoon acquainted with the Mo- 
tion, in order to fence, came preſently into 
Court, and recited his Oedipus of Colonos, a Tragedy 


3 Gearing 
Pigce look'd like the Work of a Mad- 

ere needed no other Plea to gain the 
The Judges admiring and uding his 
Wit, not only acquitted him of the Charge, but as 
-—ung adds, voted his Sons Mad-men for accuſing 


The General Story , that having exhibited 
his laſt Play, and grning the Prize, he fell into ſuch 
a Tr of Joy, as carried him off *, Tho? Lu- 
cian * differs from the Common Report, affirming 
him to have been choak'd with a Grape-[tone, like 


tell a cemarkable Accident that attended his 
Funeral, He died, they ſay, at Athens, at the time 
when the Lacedemonians were beſieging the City : 
for which reaſon, the _— his _ —_ 
not be carried ofi= Lyſender the Spartan General, 
uſed at the ſame time, | m—_ to have a Viſion of 
Bacchus, Gicing him to ſuffer his Deareſt Servant to 
be Interr'd. Upon this, Ly/avuder made enquiry of 
the Beſieg'd, what eminent Perſons had lately died in 
the Town ; And finding, Information chat his 
Viſion muſt needs be underſtood of Sopbocles, in as 
much as Bacchus was the Patron and Preſident of 
the Tragedians, he granted them a Truce tor the de- 
cent performance of his laſt Honours *. It is obſer- 


a Diod. Sic. l. 13. Plin. I. 7. c. $3-V al. Max. &c. b In Maxgye, 
© Paiſan, Attic. p. 26, Plin. Nat. Hift. L 7. c. 30» 
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whereas the Siege of Arbens did not 
Fourth Year of the ſame Olympiad, the 2th of the 
P ſian War *. 

f A{chylns be ftild the Father, Sopbocks, will 
demand the Title of Maſter of Tragedy. What one 
brought into the World the other adorn'd with true 
ſhapes and Features, and with all the Accompliſh 
ments and PerſeQions it's Nature was of. 

Diogenes Laertius, when he would give us the hi 
eſt Idea of the Advances Plate made in Phi 


compares them to the Im es of Sopbocles in the 
Tragick Art.- The chieleſt of theſe Mortenr Boileau 
has thus reckon'd up and applauded. 


Sophocle enfin, donnant I efſor 2 ſon Geme, 
Accrut encore la , augments Þ Harmonie ; 
Intereſſa be Chaur dans toute Þ Aion ; 

De wers trop rabotteux polit F expreſſion ; 

Lui donna chez, les Grecs cette bauteuy divine, 


On jarmais n' atteignit la foibleſſe Latine. 


Then Sopbocles, with happier Genius ſtrove, 

To raiſe the Muſick, and the Pomp improve: 

Gave his juſt Chorus in the Plot their ſhares; 

And filing rugged Words by niceft Ears, 

In Grecian Grandeur reach'd that envied height, 

__ _ in vain affects, and ape's with weaker 
's 


His Condu& and his Expreflions, are the Advan- 
tages, which commonly gain him che Prize, againſt 
the ewo Rivals of his own Age, and the more une- 


Sopbocles in the Second Year of = 
out 'rill che 


a Xenoph:n. 


qual 
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qual Contenders fince. The firſt of theſe Virtues has 
made his Oedipus the General Rule and Model of 
true Plotting. The other is that Ao457s; which Plu- 
tarch fixes as the diſtinguiſhing mark of his Character, 
and of his Fame. 

- One of his moſt judicious Artifices, and on the 
account of which Ariforle * gives him the Preference 
to Ewrigides, was his allowing the Chorus an Intereſt 
- , lo as to make the Play - bo 
iece z every thing conducing regularly to the chi 
Whereas in Exripides wo ——_— with a 
of the Chorus, intirely independent 
of the main Buſineſs, and as proper to be usd on any 


other Subze& or Occaſion whatloever. 
Indeed the ſtiffeſt Patrons of Exripides are willing 
enough to allow Sopbocles the lory of Mecha- 


niſm and Contexture ; provided they can but ſecure 
the Nobler Talents of Wit and Stile, to the poſlefli- 
on-of their Friend. At the ſame time, che Applauders 
of Sopbocies, will come to no Compoſition, nor yield 
the leaſt part of the Tragick Laurels to the pretenſi- 
ons of the oppoſite Party. Or now and — 
haps, if they are in a Generous Fit, they will ac- 
knowled pides to have attain'd a Clearneſs and 
Happinebs of Stile ; but then ic muſt ariſe from-igno- 
bler means : And what Sophocles owe's only to the 
force of Genius and the Native loſtineſs of t he, 
his Rival muſt faintly imitate, by an exatneſs of 
care, and a skilful ranging of Words and Sentences. 
The CIIT Sopbecles muſt reliſh of theWorld, 
while thoſe of Exripides betray the harſher ewang of 
the School: Thoſe muſt be the beſt Tragedies, :heſe 
the beft Socratick Diſcourſes. Thoſe mult haverthe Air of a 


Gentleman and of a Commander, theſe of a Plauſible 


pm —_ —— 


3 Poet, cap. 4- 
H 4 De- 


103 


104 The Lives and Charafiers of the 
imer. , in ſhort, Sopbocles muſt be the 


Now, if there were room for a moderate Judg- 
ment, tho' the Palm would perhaps be divided more 
equally, yet Sopbocles would ftill ſtand faireſt to car- 
ry off the larger ſhare. The Ancients have been ve- 
ry cautious, whenever they entred on fo dangerous 2 
point. Few Judges have had the hardinels to declare 
poſitively on either fide ; — rm 
nour Sepbecles with the Title Privee of Tragedy. Yes 
we have fome reaſon to conclude from the broad 
hints of Hiſtorians and Critiques, that the Perfor- 
mances of the ſame Great Man, were not only more 
ap on the Athenian Stage, but alway 
eſteem'd the higheſt Attainmens in the Tragick 
Strain. 

Ariſtotle * indeed , has given Emwripide: the ho- il 
nourable Epithet of Texzasn]&-, but ir's cafie to dif- | 
cover, that he can mean only the moſt 
Whereas, take him all together, and he feems to give 
Sopbocks the Precedency : at leaſt in the moſt Noble 
Perfe&ions I —_—_— ny and _ 

Dionyſius Halicarmaſſ eau is Art of Rhetorick *? 
commends Str or preſerving the Dignity of 
his Perſons and their Characters, whereas Ex- 
ripides, he ſays, did not fo much confult the Truth 
of his Manners, and their conformity to Common 
Life ; on which account, he is often deficient in 
Grace and Decorum, He gives the Prize on the 
ſame fide in his ewo following Diſtinetions ; That 
Sophoctes wilely choſe the Nobleſt and the moft Ge- 
nerous Manners and Afﬀe&ions to repreſent: while 
Euripides employ'd himlelf in exprefling the more 
diſhoneſt, effteminate and abje&t Paſſions. That the 


——_——— 
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a Pcet, cap. 13. b Pag. 69, 
for- 


former never ſays any thing but what is exactly ne- 
ceſlary ; whereas the other frequently amuſes the 
Reader with tedious Oratorical Induftions. And tho? 
at the concluſion of the Compariſon, he applauds the 
Stile of Euripides as an happy attainment of the Mid- 
dle Way ; yet he leems” to a is, onl 
the (evericy of his former ; 
he ſhould 


$7 23% PE 


ight, as to deſerve the Honour the Ancients 
did the Poet in him the BEE. 

It is obvious to add, that if Exripides aſpires to 
the ſame Title, ic muſt rather be on account of his 
Wax, than of his Honey, rather for the Uſe he gives 
us, than the Pleaſure. 


Fa my HERTERPR 


a Cap. 32. 


OCGOOnOHBBOANI DTT & 


EURIPIDES, 
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EVEIPIDES. 


EURIPIDES, 


| Thr ens as well as his two famous Rivals, was 
born of a Creditable Athenian . Family. Parti- 
cularly his Mother Clito, is reported of Noble De- 
ſcent * : tho' Ariſtephanes * in jeſt calls her a Cabboge- 
ſeller, and Valerins Maximus © records this as her real 


a Suid, b In Theſmophor. c Lib. 3. & & 
Pro- 


O T2 awy 


Profeflion. It's ſaid, while ſhe was with Child, her 
Husband Menſarchws confulted the Oracle of Apollo, 
to know what he mighe hope for ; and that he re- 
ceiv'd theſe Verſes in Lakes 


"Fgzs ov} xag@- Mmnoapdd Whra milhe , 
"Aﬀlqerret Tiger *%; is 2M hd beau 
Kal orphor iegor yaunughy xdow dupicancra *, 


H Mneſarchu: ) Heaven deſigns a Son: 
The lifting Worl ſhall witneſs his Renown, 
And with glad ſhouts beſtow the Sacred Crown. 


He was born in the Iſland Salamis, whicther his Fa- 
ther and Mother had fled, with a great many other 
eminent Families of Arbens, upon the formidable 
Deſign of Xerxes againſt Greece, His Birth is 
by the Arundelian Marble in the Fourth Year of the 
734 Olympiad: tho the Learned Mr. Barnes, fol- 

ing the common opinion, that he came into the 
W on the famous day of the Sea- near Sals- 
mis, in the Strezghts which they calld the Exripm, 
and that he borrow'd thence his Name, brings him 
down Six Years later. Indeed, Heſychiav in his Lives 
of Famous Men, ſays poſitive] , that he was born 
on the day of chat Great Victory ; but then he adds 
immediately after, that this was a good Omen ofthe 
Athenians (uccels: And therefore ic ſhould ſeem, even 
according to Heſjcbixe, only to have fallen out on the 
ſame day in a former Year, If his Name was bor- 
row'd from the Ewripms, perhaps he might not have 
been call'd fo at firſt ; but _— ow received that 
Honour upon obſervation that the Noble Engagement 
there, ——_ on his Birth-day *. 


_—_— 


a Euſeb. Prep. Evang. L. 5. c. 33- b Vid. Tho. Lidiat. Annotat. 
in Cron. Marm. p. $8. 
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At what time he remoy'd with bis Father and Mo 
ther to Arhens is not certain. However, he was fo 
far in Love with his Native Iſland, as afterwards to 
honour it with Viſits: and Anlaw Gelhav * 
tells us, he himſelf was ſhow'd there, an old melan- 
choly Cave, where Ewripides was reported to have 
written many of his 'T ies. 

It (cems Mwneſarchwr, however he might Pride him- 
ſelf in Apollo's Promiſe, yet had put no higher ſence 
op the words of the Oracle, than that his Son ſhould 


and 
ghts in his 


-; 
a 
conſtant Audicor to Anexagoras in Philoſophy, and 
to Prodicus in Rhetorick ; and diverting himſelf in 
the mean time,with the Art of Painting, which ſome 
will have,to have bzen at firſt his open Proteflion *, 
It is not very probable, that he learnt Moralicy un- 
der Socrates, as Aulus Gelliuzs reports, For then we 
muſt make the Scholar older than the Maſter. 'Tis 
much more reaſonable to believe, and much more 
to the Honour of Emripides, that ' ſome part of the 

i s Wiſdom, ſhould be owing to bis Tra- 
gick Pieces. For «/£lian © acquaints vs, that Sogrs- 
tes, uſed to frequent thoſe Plays, as- uſefy]l and in- 
ſtructive Leſſons ; when at the ſame time, he deſpis'd 
all other Repreſentations on the Stage, 


a Lib. 15. C 26. b Ibid, c Swd. d Yar, Hiſt La, 6 15- 
The 
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The occaſion of our Poer's falling to Tr , was 
his Maſter kn. ber 
his Learning : who under the notion of a defpiſer 
the Publick Gods,was banniſh'd Arbens by the fu 
of the Mob, and had good fortune that he came 
with his Life. 7p 
i _— — ——————— hazard 


to ſecure him from all trouble on this Score. For they 
tell us, chat upon that bold ſtroke in his Hippolytus, . 


"Hoynew bwwwer,” 5 N ov dew], 
My Tongue bas fworn, but fill my Mind is free, 


He was indicted as a wicked Encourager of Perjury ; 
tho' it does not appear,that he ſutffer'd for it. The An- 
fwer he made to the Accuſer is left on record by Ari- 
fotle * ; ©* That 'twas a very unreaſonable thing to 
* bring a Cauſe into a Court of Judicature, which 
* belong'd only to the Cogniſance of a Theatre, and 
* the Li of a Publick Feſtival. That when 
* thoſe words were ſpoken o» the Stage, there went 
« along with them ſome reaſon to juſtifie them : if 
'* not, on the Stage he was ready to defend them ; 
* when ever the Bill ſhould be once prefer'd in the 


.* right Place. 


Indeed there was another time, when he incens'd 
the Audience to as high a Degree ; but then he im- 


—  — — 


a Sud. b Rhetor, Lg. C 15- 
mediately 
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himſelf off 


of the 


it ſeems in the { the Piece, he had puniſh'd 

the ſordid Wretch as he deferv'd ; and fo juſtified the 

heightning of his Character, by raiſing the ill Con- 
of it in proportion *. 

He had one happinels which Men of Wit are ge 
nerally ſtrangers to ; and that is the: being as eminent 
for Labour as for invention. "Twas a noble return 
that he gave Al:efts, a Brother of his Profeſſion, on 
this occaſion. Euripides, it feems, bad been com- 
plaining that he could not get out above three Verſes 
in three Days; whereas Alcefts vapour'd,that he had 
always Three hundred at command in che fame time, 
Ay, but, lays, Ewripides, Tow don't conſider the differ- 
ence: Tour Verſes are made to live mo longer than thoſe 
three Days, and mine to continue for ever *, 

'Tis a remarkable Inſtance in what manner the 
Prizes were carried, at the Common Trials of Wirtin 
Athens ; when we find Emripides, tho' he wrote $e- 
venty-v2 Tragedies, yet winning only Five, or at 
moſt but Fifteen Vitones ; and trequently loſing the 
Crown to ſome pictiful Contender *. But this had 
been «A/chylw's Calc before him ; and, perhaps, Heo- 
mer's before cicher. Yet Laripider is — fu 
poy'd to have had a tolerable Fortune in the : 
and fo not to have been oblig'd to depend mercena- 
rily on the People's Humour. 


a Vid. Sencc, Epiſt. 115. b Va. Mark 3.07. 
L 17+ G 4 
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If we might believe Diogenes Loertine *, be ſhould 
ſeem to have been as intimate wich Plato, as he was 
with Plato's Maſter Socrates. For in the Life of Plato 
by, char Author, Exripides is ſaid to have accompa- 
med him ——_—_—_— Voyage; which he made to 

of the Planets. But, tho' the 
Younger Scaliger has declar'd in favour of this report, 
yer it cannot poflibly agree with che difference of 
Age, berween the Poet and the Philoſopher; as Mr. 
Barnes has moſt judicioufly oblerv'd. 
Theonly Great Action of choſe Times, with which 
1prdes's is concern'd, was the famous Over- 
throw of the Arbenien Forces in Sicsly,” Chis fad Diſaſter, 
deſcrib'd fo by Thucydides in his 6th and 7th 
Books, and by Plwarch in his Lite of Nicias, happen'd 
in the Fourth Year of the 91ſt Olympiad, and the 72d 
of Exripides his Life. Afeer the laſt dreadful Bartel, 
wherein the Athenian Array was entirely routed, and 
ſuch prodigious numbers taken Priſoners ; © It was 
"** extremely remarkable, that many were fav'd and 
" releas'd, meerly for the ſake of Emripides. For, it 
* ſeems of all the In-land Grecians his Muſe was in 
* higheſt eſteem wich che Men of Sicily. Many of 
* the poor Creatures that were thus preſerv'd, after 
« they had got home, are ſaid to have gon and made 
* their acknowledgmenes to the Poet : reporting, that 
* ſome of them had been deliver'd from their Slavery, 
* upon teaching what could of his Verſes ; and 
* how others, when ſtragg! ng about afrer the Defeat, 
* had been reliev'd with Meat and Drink, for ſing- 
* ing ſome of his Compoſitions. 

Nor were thoſe who fell honourably in this Un- 
forrunate Expedition, leſs obligd to Emripides, than 
the Survivors. For he paid the laſt Duties co their 
Memory, in a moſt paſſionate 'EmziArvy, or Funeral- 


2 In Plat. 


Elegy , 


ve2 The Lives end CharaSlers of the 
Elegy, a fragment of which is chas fer down in Ply 


Of iN Eres ble riza; Capgryens , 
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ar jokes Arbor, yl Fighe. 


fery after a — 
ine chro Mihp-arenks an 
Misfortune to Greece; yet fuch as 


ca _ — which 
will be confirm'd farther when we come to take 
notice of Sepbocle;s Behaviour upon the News of Ee- 
ils Homour and Ca repreſented 
is Humour rriage are Fo 
Grave and Serious, and not much inclin'd to the 
ordinary andinary guiny of Foo Anluws Gellize * has pre- 
ferv'd a of Alexander the <Etolian, 
——— NG Prem is commonly 
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Meuahner dn" 3 mn yedla: at” &v 
MiaIG- & Eryirer ini)waa. 


This Spark of Anaxgora/'s School 

] always took for a rough Stubborn Soul. 

His aukward Court ne'er wear's a ſmiling Look ; 

Nor | —_———__ Wine can raiſe him to a 
E. 

Yet when he Writes, the Syrens croud his Tongue, 

And with fair Honey mix the flowing Song. 


As to Love-matters, the common Buſineſs of his 
Profeflion, his Charater runs double : for we find 
him diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of Mgms in Suidas 
and Gelius ; and by the quite contrary appellation 
of $19ims in Arbenew. But the appearing Contra- 
dition may be eaſily faly'd. His continual Care to 
fill his Plays with Satyrs againſt Women, might 
well make him eſteem'd 4 Hater of the Sex, as far 
as his Pets was concern'd. And 'twas for this reaſon, 
that Ariffophanes in one of his Comedies fer a Jury 
of Women to try him, for his Offences in that 
kind. Yet this does not in the leaſt hinder, but that 
he might admire the Good part of the Fair World, as 
mach as he perſecuted the Bad. Sophocles knew ve- 
ry well how to make this Diſtin&ion upon his Rt- 
val. Some body in his Company, was calling Eur:- 
pides a Woman hater ; Ter, ſays Sopbocles, He is ſo 
mdeed wpon the Stage; but not im the Bed *, Accor- 
ogy it's agreed by common conſent, that he had 
two Wives ; and ſome ſay; both at theſame crime, 

le was about a Year after the Sicilian Defeat , 
when Euripides, being overcome with the Intreaties 
of King Archglans, left Athens, for the Macedonian 
Court, That Excellent Prince is particularly fa- 


* Atheneus. |. 13. 


I mious 
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Tht Lives ond CheraSterr of the 
mous for his Reſpet to Learned Men, and for his 
robbing the Grecian ics, of their eminent 
Protellors. So that there's no need of believing the 
Common Story, 'that our Poet trudg'd to Mactden 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe he was aſham'd 
to ſhow his Face at home, aker le had catch'd 
ane of the Ators a-bed with his Wite, and was 
_ on that ſcore by his Enemies the Come 


15. 

The Veneration that Archelaws profels'd for his 
Sence and Wiſdom was fo bigh, that Selaws * tell 
us, he was honour'd with the Chiet Place in the 
King's Council 

1here are a great many {mart ſayings recorded 
which he pals'd on ſeveral occaſions, while he wait- 
ed on that Prince. Particularly, one day a Young 
fluttering Courtier joking upon him for his ſtinking 
Breath ; Ay memtb bes reaſon t» fink, lays he, becanſe 
ſo many boneſt Seerets have rotted m is *. The famous 
Anſwer he made Archelaw is of a Nobler Strain. 
The King it ſcems, was continually teizing him co 
celebrate bs Actions and Glory in a Tragick Piece ; 
when once preſkng it more home, and ſeeming ex- 
wremely importunate, Earipide: burit out into this fe- 
nous Reply, Prey Heavens Tour Majefties Reign may 
never aff ord the Subjet# of © Tragedy *. 

In the mean ti his Enemics at - A/bens did riot 
fail co make tom conſtruction of bis Journy to 
Macedon ; as it he defien'd for the honourable Pro- 
leſion of a Pimp or a Paraſite, This was the Sub- 
ject of that Epil le to Cepbiſopbon, which is the laſt of 
thoſe Pieces, as we now have them. In it, he excu- 
ſes himſelf from . having any thoughts of increaſing 
his Honours or his Riches, by changing his Coun- 
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try and Way of Life ; and adviſes his Friend to 
joyn with in defpifing thoſe pirtiful Stories, 
which could never hurt any body, but the Authors 
of chem. 

He had paF'd but a few Years in this Court, when 
an unhappy Actidene concluded his Lite. Ovidtells 
us what it was, when he wiſhes his 1s che ſame 


Fare. 


Utque cot burnatum watem tutels Diane, 
Dilanient wvigilum te quoque turba canum. 


Or maiſt thou feed Diane's watchful Train , 
Like the fam'd Maſter of che Buskin'd Strain. 


Indeed, his Death is generally charg'd upon the 
King's —_ but whether this happen'd thro' Envy 
of ſome of the Courtiers, or by meer chance, is very 
har from a determination. Every Account gives 
him the ſame unfortunate End; and yet differs irom 
the reſt, in the particular manner of the Action. On- 
ly ome, indeed, will not have him to have been 
torn in pieces by Dogs, but by a Mob of Women ; 
a Old Orphens had ſuffer'd before him. Saidas pla- 
ces the time of his Death in the 93d Olym- 
= : and the Arandilian Marble in the Second 

car of that Olympiad ; which falls in with A». 
Mund. $598, before our Saviour 435 Years. © By this 
account fre ſhould have been now Seventy eight 
Years Old : whereas the common Relations of his 
Story, fixing his Birch later, will have him die in 
his Sevency fifth Year. | 

The News of his ſad End, arriving at Athens, 
ſpread an univerſal forrow thro! the Girey. Even 
Sopbocles was fo far from rejoycing at the removal of 
bis Rival, chat he is reporred to have brought his 


Attors on the Stages in Mourning Garments, and 
8 2 with- 


Its 


The Liver and CharaSiers of the 
without their Crowns: and to have d him- 
ſelf in the ſame melancholy Garb *. Nor did he 
long farvive, deceaſing according to the beſt Ac 
counts, in the very ſame Year. 

ſs was remoy'd from 

where he died, to the City Pella, and there Interr'd 
with the higheſt State and Solemnity. 4. 
chelaus himſelf, not contented with the Chief Con- 
cern and Expences of his Funeral, did him the far. 
ther Honour of Mourning for him, in the uſual 
faſhion of the Country, and ſhav'd his Head, for a 
viſible roken of continu'd Grief *. The Monu 
ment erected to his Memory, is ſuppos'd to have 
been of Marble, adorn'd with the Poer's Statue in 
the Tragick Gatb, and hung about with the common 

of that Art, and the Enſigns of Bur 
chaw, the Founder and Patron of the Proteffion. The 
Macedonians, as Aulus Gellins © tells us, were fo 
of it, that they turn'd their common boaſt into z 
Proverb 


'Ou ow 4 paring” "Ever anal] we 
Thy Tomb, Euripides, ſhall ne'er decay. 


And therefore when the Athenians ſent Commiſſioners 
to defire his Bones, for the tranſporting them into 
the place of his Nativity : the People abſolutely 
denied the Requeſt, declaring they would part on 
no account, with ſuch honourable Relicks. 

The City which preſerv'd his Aſhes, being ſeated 
near Pieria, the Birth-place of the Muſes, whence 
they took their Name of Pierides, gave occaſion to 
this Epitaph, which we find in{crib'd to his Memory 
in the Ambologia; 


= Tho. Magiſt. in Vit. Ewip. b Solin. c. 15. c Lib 15.0 2% 
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'Er &, danguburs , *Everidy, «xk ov mTu@ , 
Kai ov Auxoppeicns Servos Yowlo wires. 


Tos oxavn perirynguy infra; x50 wor "AMvey , 


Toy Zopin 7peucdy wid ue acile' 
A" Vuodes Tinmdtor ar" reiov' os iv © 28791 
ineidir \vaing dy 6 Tineldur, 


Tho”, by a Fate unworthy ſnatch'd away , 
Thou = Dians's Pack a Noble Prey ; 


weeteſt Glory of th' Athenian Stage , 


That with Grave Sence could'ſt mix thy Tragick 


Rage; 
Yet ſhall thou Live ; while Pels's faithful Land 
Hides thy Remains from Crooked Age's Hand. 
Pells Pieris's Neighbor ! for 'twas fit, 
The Muſle's Servant ſhould attend their Seat. 


Plutarch * relates, that this Monument at Pelz 
wes ſtruck with Li 
dent never 
, and 
krve for a Conſolation to the Poet's Admirers, atid 
for a ſufficient Argument of his dearneſs to the Gods ; 
that he ſhould have the ſame ruine befal his Remains, 
as had formerly diſpers'd thoſe of Lycurgw, a Man 
of renown'd Piety, and a peculiar Favourite of Hea- 


ghening ; and that fuch an Acci- 
d but to theſe Relicks of Emripi- 
thoſe of Lycurgus: which he ſays, may 


The burning of his Monument in this remarkable 
manner, furniſh'd the Grecian Epigrammatiſt with 
a happy Subje& for this little Piece , 


'A Maxine of xizuts mips 1917 dd Trac 
Zari wgyrere mou) EmTpugiacs. 
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_ Urn thy Aſhes boaſted o mer po 

i H - j - . { , ' Mm agai 
"Twas —her une" 6. pps 26 the Mortal Load, 
And purgethy Nobler Relicks to a GOD. 


The People of Athens when they found it impel 
ſible ro recover his Bones, were contented to rail 
him an Honorary Tomb in their own ; which 


Dy 'ris to 


was remaining in Pexſaniass Time * 


0s oiv Melua wid" ir*, "Everily de £8 43d, 
Ti 6% 5» Alfn Miiue T9" apr dlas. 

Thou art thy Tomb's Memorial, that's not Thane, 

While thy fair Glory makes the Masble thine. 
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* from Fgypr, unleks they anſwer'd his old Demand ; 
* they were forc'd to part with the Treaſure, to 
« keep themſelves from ſtarving. Whatever antho- 


ricy thoſe Great Men had for their r<Jation, it's cer-. 


tain the account in Gales, is very different. Kin 
I lays he, ſent to rhe Athenians to b:rrow the 
Original Manuſcripts of Sophocles, Zichylus and 


s be bad neither ſent 1 the RR Vis 
be bad done them mo injury ; a1 t 
= by t = _ [Se dits r5-f + Hm repard- 


AMONG allthe hard Cenſures that have been 
pals'd upon EURIPIDES ; whether on accoune 
of his Condue, his Manners or his Stilez; there is 
not one which dares touch on the Nobler Excellen- 
cies of his #i/dow, and his Paſſion. "Tis for this rea» 
fon, that he has been always cſteem'd the molt wſe- 
x Man of his Art, for Human Lite, tho' others 


Wiſeſt of Mort ave Emripides the ſecond place 
in the —— Wiſdom, and bonour'd Sopbecies, 
only wich che loweſt Degree. 


TZaple Zogunade empire "Eventide » 
'Ardyor N miller Zanggnes ongerndl Gr *. 
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, that while this Teſtimony is 
ſo often brought to eſtabliſh the honour of the Phi- 


lolopher, we ſhould ſcarce ever find it alledg'd to 
credit the Poets. But Men were afraid of in- 
in 


However, as long as the End of Poeſy is to nfra#, 
and fince the Gravity of the Ancient Tra made 
them ſomething more than bare Leſſons of 
Virtue ; it will not derra&t from the Glory of the 
Great Socrates, to call thoſe Perſons Wiſe, who ad 
vanc'd the Game Truths as himſelf. Act leaſt, he will 
be contented to allow _ oc 
tle, fince he was pleas'd to br s with 
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WISDOM, 
of Exripides's Works. 


ating Views, 
and wich the rew 


Principles and Counſels, by the immediate convey- 
ance of the Ear. —JcApymgon$onnt:” 
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they ſaw, than by what they heard. "The whoſe 


ARion and of the Play mighe perhaps recom- 
mend (ome Vireue to their Pratice: becauſe 
they 'beheld either that Virtue ing- happily in' 


forme Great Perſon, or the contrar' 
as remarkable Misfortunes. But this Was 0 proc 


ing by Pifture and dumb ſhow, than by Words and 
While the Written part was all ſpent in 
a about and adjuſting che Intrigne, wichouer 


ing many new Advices, for fear of retarding 
the Grand Bue now Exripides , beſides their 
Advant wing one great Duty by che 


Aion, 

main Aion, has inſerted a long train of inferior 
Rules ; and has given theſe in dire&t words to the 
Audience, without putting them to the trouble of 
making inferences from what they ſee. And tho' 
the of theſe ways, may be thought che moſt ar- 
tificial Inſtruction; the other will be admitted as rhe 
moſt uſcful; or at leaſt as the molt ſuitable ro Com- 
mon Apprehenſions. 

'Tis on the account of this Wiſdom, and this 
forcible way of teaching, that Quintilian, when he 
is giving his Young Orator a Liſt of Authors, with 
their proper Characters and Uſes : while he does but 
juſt mention Sopbockss Name, paſles on preſently to 
a long recommendation of Euripides, as far the moſt 
beneficial co a Man, who deſign'd to rule the Forum. 
His Language, which ſome reprehend, as inferiour 
to the Grandeur of the Buskin, the Rhetorician for 
the lame reaſon,efteems and applauds, as approaching 
nearer to the ſtile of Oratory. Then, as tothe hap- 
py abundance of his Sentences, and his delivering 
the Grave Precepts of the Anciene Sages, he thinks 
him almoſt equal co che _ Maſters CO = 

in his Speeches and Anſwers, comparable to t 
pe g Plcader at the Bar. And mn 


4 


and Exe. 
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the Old Magick of Paeſy has 
been long ſince concluded : and the Muſes may 4 
well expe&t again to draw Stones and Trees into Or- 
der, as Men into Virtue, by th:jr Arts and Pawer, 
People are no more, to be led into Societies :like 
Bees, by the force of Maſick. The World, in its 
Infancy, might learn Goodneb, by ſweet Vialences, 
and pleaſant Deczits. But now, it pretends to be 
more Manly ; and ſcorns to bg. trick'd, tho' to its 
own Advancage. We as much deſpiſe a Poet, who 
hopes to enforce Virtue by the Harmony and Arti- 
fice of Verle ; as a Phyſician who endeavours to cure 
by Charm, Things muſt be iajd down in a plain 
way, and the courſe and method of Nature exattly 
follow'd. If Virtue and Vice will come upon the 
Stage, they mult lay afide their Scenical Habits, and 
appear Naked and Unmalqu'd. Otherwiſe we are 
apt to take the Liberty ol rhinking that they aaly 
indeed AA a Pact, 2nd arc paſt fluch Machines and 
Fancies in the World, as they are in the Theatre. 


Thus 


Avoiens, Grecian Porte, Part Þ 

Thus while Emripider, does not ſo much endea- 
your to prevail on our ſences, as to make an imme- 
diate Conqueſt 6n our Minds ; aadirither convinces 
us by Eloquence, than amazes us by Pomp and 
Show : We admire and-eſteem him more, the more 
he has fail'd ic the. fortnal Rules of his'Art : and are 
ready to a 7 him the chigf of Tragick 


and wore eli fower than che. cold, + Tl 
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ARIESTOPHANES. 


ARISTOPHANES. 


HE Age of Arifephenes need not come under 
Enquiry ; fince none can be at a loſs where to 
fix the famous Peleponnefiaon War, and the more f- 
mous Story of the Divine Socrates, But then his 
Country or Birth-place is lictle underſtood. The 
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pute. There is indeed one paſlage in the Achernion, 
which ſeems to hint, that be ſometime liv'd in <Ag:- 
Jen anhamoaye wy nmr en be Born there. 
The Chors: the Second and third As, are 
commendi Poet, as the Deliverer of their 
by his Wiſdom, and 2s a Manchat wasad- 
mic'd by all the World ; and then they go on, 


hid TvY Vuds Naxiduruorie Thy eighrty aengaobile , 
Kel Tir "Alarey d muract , &, Tis view win Cairns , 
'Ov perltove”, dn" Tre fans * Truſs dgiratles, 


'Tis for His fake, the Spartans ſeem inclin'd 
To beg «/£gine, and invice a Peace : 

Not that they value the ſpot of Ground z 
But hope that Claim mult rob You of Your Poet. 


We may only hence, that his Fortunes lay 
in that Iſland. this was pretence enough for 
his Enemies to accuſe him to the Magiſtracy as a 
Forreigner, and as a falſe Uſurper ofthe Privi 
which Athens allow'd her Citizens. They fay 
came off with great Applauſe from this Charge, by 
only naming one Philip an Athenian Freeman for 
his Father, and proving it with ewo Verſes of Ho- 


Mimy ptr 7' int gnot 7% huperar, di]dy Tu 
Ovux bid”, iv dh ms ov govor dull drigre. 


I take my Mother's Word : My Mother vows 
'Twas He: I know not; who can ſwear he 
knows ? 


—— 


a Pag. 402. Edit. Caldor. b Vit. Gre:. per $ holiaſt. 
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river he was bortr, Nie ' had the Fſonour 
pre _ 7 om Nature 
| "Tide to it; or whether his Ingeny. 

pplict him with as faic a Right, | 
ue Courage and and his Profeſs 
LCS , deferv'd to pro- 
Tir in the Stare 
—_ th'as much fer. 
Stage, as HE'could have done in 
the Council or in the Army. "Twas he, that dard 
entertain the whole City ar the Expence of the Ma 
giſtrates Reputations ; could inform them of the 
pernicious of their Leading Officers: And 
could himſelf At a Clown, a Pow Villaia.z when 
every one of the Common Players declin'd fo dange- 
rous a Part *, ' "Twas he, that by the ſame bold 
Method of Inftru&ion, could remind a whole Peo- 
ple of the defe&ts in their Publick Juſtice ; and of the 
Miſcariages in their Policicks, and in their Arms. 
And what was the hardieſt Enterprize of all, could 


attack their Superſtirious Worſhip, without incurri 
thoſe general Refentments, which had fallen on «£/- 


- inks bod bor on et, It 
looks indeed ſomwhat like a Prodigy, to ſee the Co 
median blacken the ge Socrates, by re- 
probadeg hn a5 a defpiler of the Popular Religion : 
while hetinfſelf in ſome other of his Pieces, has ex- 
pos'd the ſame vulgar Errors, and came off with Ap- 
probation. The reaſon of the ſtrange difference 
can be only this, that Arifopbanes by the Force and 
Authoricy of his Wit, hetd Athens more abſolutely at 
Command, than the Good Philoſopher, with all his 
Wiſdom and with all his Vertne. 


All his Plays which are come ſafe to oar. Hands, 
appzar to be a Set of Wiſe Refleftions, on the Af- 
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fairs and the Condudt ofthe Arberrien People, thro? as 
Famous a Courſe of Years as any in Hiſtory,' the 
tire of the Great Pe War. And therefore 
Plato ſhew'd a great of Judgment, as well az a 
great deal of private Eſteem ; when he recommend- 
ed Arif ophanei's Works to Denys the Tyrant; who 
had deſir'd to be inform'd of the Condition and' the 
Polity of Athens *. 

The Chorms ith the Acharman, whom there has been 
occaſion to Cite before, take care to let us know what 
Name and Charatter their Poet bore at home, and 
abroad. They had been reminding the Audience 
of ſome Good Offices Ar:;fopbanes had done the City: 
by the Power of his Comick Muſe ; and then 
carry on the bold Vaunt in ſuch ſtrains as theſe. - 


Teair Tubs TIWer djatuy an vawir yorernlaw 

Ker ws Svprus & Tas 0401 Seikas ws Smunoorirlas. 
Torgaig)as wor 4 79 Thiazav. + pigw vir dxdt vie 
"HEwr idiv empuuariis + mouliy + deny. 

"Or mpuurd{rwew Adwaiuns dimir mt ſues. 

"Ole i hunrs wei + Tihuns dv Tighe xx G Tru 

"Ore n; Paris Aattdntuoriuy Ty Say Bamilouy - 
HyeTnon ane abt awrres TT9QN Þ vaue KESTET iv 

Eire 3 ceny + aonihno onions a1 nag 290d, 
Tirovs 3 ben Twi arSyorous wor berlious yYowidut 
Kas TW 0p 998 VIXHOHY Tw70y El ufercs Fevles *, | 


This is the Man, who blefs'd You with his Service z 
And taught the wrangling Tribes to uſe cheir Power. 
And now Your Tributary Friends from far | 
Flock to the Town to fee the Sacred Poer | 
Whodares ſpeak Truth, and hazard Life for Juſtice. 
So far his Bold Exploits have ſpread his Fame ; 
That when the mighty Per/i-s Monarch held 


The 


a Vit. Grace, b Pag. 4<1: 
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The Envoys, wondring at his Queſtions 
He demanded which o'th' Rival States 

Rid Chief at Sea : and next, which People liv'd 
Under the wile Corre&tion of our Author. 

For chey,cry'd the Great King, muſt needs Reform: 
And, while they take the Poet to their Counſels ; 
Under his Condut may Command the World. 


But after all the fair parts of his Character, there 
les an eternal refietion on his Humour at 
leaſt, if not on his Virtue and Principles, that he 
fhould profeſs himlelf a mortal Enemy 'to the two 
wiſeſt Arhbenians of his Time Socrates and Exripides. 

We have a full Hiſtory of his Wicked Actempe a- 
gainſt che Philoſopher, deliver'd by /£lian * ; whe- 
cher truly or not may be enquir'd by and by, his 
Relation is to this pu Anytus and the other 
Accufers who had form'd a Deſi = Socrate!' 
Credit and Life, were not fo fencele(s as to imagine, 
that the Judges would be very willing to receive an 
Impeachment of the Wiſeſt and the Beſt of Men. And 
therefore they concluded ic would be the beſt way of 


ing to prepare the Minds of the Athenians, 
raiſing the Scandal by Degrees. In order to this, 
they hir'd Arifopbanes, with the conſideration of a 
round Summ, to expoſe the Philoſopher on the 
inftruted him too which way to di- 
re& the Satyr. To repreſent Socrates as an imperti- 
nent Virtuoſo, and a trifling Diſputantz one that 
could Pro and Con at his Pleaſure, and prove 
Right , and Wrong Right in the ſame Breath: 
And eſpecially to hint at his introducing new kinds 
of Dzmons, and Powers unheard of before, as if he 
flighted che Common Deities, and the preſent man- 
ner of their Worſhip. 


— 


Ariſtopbantt, 


<— ——— 


a Var, Hiſt. L 2-cap. 12: 
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Ariſt ophanes, who had no more honeſty than his 
Poverty would allow, eaſily ſwallow'd the Bribe ; 
and falling to work according to their direftions, 
compos'd the Comedy of the Clouds. The Athenians, 
who expected nothing lefs than to fee ſuch 2 Great 
Man ridiculouſly perfonated in the Theatre, at firſt 
were in a general wonder and ſurprize. But being 
naturally envious, and apt to detract trom thoi: Per- 
lons, whoſe Learning or Vertue had rais'd hum a- 
bove the common Level ; they were afterwards tick- 
led with the pleaſant Satyr; and gave the Prize to 
Ariſtophanes with univerſal Applauts 

On the Faith of eAiian, we commonly build our 
Notions of this Tranſa&tion : And agree to condemn 
all Arbens of as much Folly and Madneſs for approving 
the Poet's Slanders, as we do the Poet himſelf for 
renting them. Even the moſt ingenions Madam 
Dacier, who has lately given us the two firſt of Ar;- 
fophanes's Comedies in fo fine a Dreſs; is not fo kind 
a5 to vindicate the Credit of the Philoſopher, or the 
hdgement of the Audience : While rving only 
* that chere was no need of corrupting the Poec with 
a Bribe, She ſeems to admit the reſt of «Earns 
Story as a true Relation. But how will che Scene be 
ater'd, if, after all, the Divine Philoſopher ſhould ap- 
pear to have been vindicated by the Common Voice 
of the Judges: while the profane Poet was fo far 
diſcountenanced, as to ſee the Comick Prize given to 
a much Inferior Performer ? Yet as fair a Conjefturs 
as this may be drawn from the Play it ſelf, as wenow 
have it. For that Parebaſis inſerted in the Chorus 
between the firſt and ſecond Ads *, is nothing elſe 
but a diret Addreſs, made by the Poet to the Peo- 

, commending himſelf, as the moſt experienc'd 

an inrhis Art, and this for the beſt of all his Pies 
ces: And at the fame time complaining of their un- 


K Kirgd- 
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kindneſs ; that, with all theſe .advantages , they 
ſhould before deſpiſe and damn his Play, and deny 
him the publick Teſtimony and Reward. Now the 
Old Scholiaſts agree to expound this of the ill ſucceſs 
which the Clouds met with at their firſt Preſenting; 
when Cratinus and Amipſias were Crown'd for the 
beſt Comedians ; and Arifophanes exploded with uni- 
verlal Scorn. "Twas very Natural for the Poet, af- 
ter the firſt Misforrune, to corre his Beloved Peice 
againſt a ſecond Trial ; and to add this Speech, by way 
of <xpoſtulation with the Audience ; and to beg a more 
favourable Sentence: And therefore it may well 
ſerve for a Prologue, according to the preſent Laws 
of the Theatre, as Madam Dacier has plac'd it in her 
Tranflition. 

So far then the whole Body of the Arbenians are 
juſtifhed, that they did not encourage the Poer's ficlt 
Attempt, in expoſing their Great Maſter and In- 
ſtructor. Bur if it could be made out farther, chat this 
Piece was never reviv'd on the Stage, tho' corrected 
by the Author ; they would come off with Honour 
from the whole Accuſlation. Yet this Point too will 
admit of a probable Proof in their Defence. For 
one of the old Scholiaſts when he is expounding the 
Parabaſis already mention'd, ſays expreſsly © gigxlu 
al diduoxaviar F Vo regu *, There are no Memorial: 
which explain the Aiting of two CLOUDS : or, there art 
mo Memorials which make the Clouds to bave been Aied 
twice. As for the other Old Gentleman, who in his 
Illuſtrations prefix'd to the Piece, affirms it to have 
been preſented a ſecond time : He fixes that time in 
the very n-xt Year when Aminias was Archon. But 
now in that very Year when Aminias was Archon, 
Ariſtopbanes's other Comedy of the Waſps was Play'd, 
as all agree. And in this Piece of the Waſps when the 
Chorus defire the Audience *, not to receive the Poets 
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Labour fo unkindly as they had done before ; the 
Scholiaſt only obſerves, that The Tear before, be pre- 
ſemted bus firſt Clouds, and came off with diſgrace, Yet 
here he had a fair opportunity of telling us, that it was 
Ated a ſecond time more tortunately ; and that in 
this very Year, it the thing had been really true. 
This is the Argument urg'd by the moſt Learned 
Palmerizs *. Yet ſuppoſing that Queſtion to be in- - 
capable of a deciſion, whether or no the Cleuds was 
twice Preſented: Since we have demonſtration that 
it was once certainly exploded, when it came on 
the Stage; this is enough to alleviate in a great mea- 
ſure the heavy Cenſure, which has lain ſo many 
Ages on the Athenian Auditory; and to ſhow that 
e/Elian was more a Lover of Socrates than of Truth ; 
when to advance the Character of the Philolopher's 
Patience and Magnanimity, he traduc'd the Vertue 
and the Sence of the whole City. There is one part 
of his Narration yet behind, which may be prov'd 
grokily falſe; and will therefore put a better Colour 
on our Suſpicion of the reſt. He would perſwade us 
that the Accuſers of Socrates, got him thus ridicul'd 
in a Play, as a Preparation to his Publick _ 
ment ; and to try how the People would bear fuch 
an Atrempt. But now, ſince it appears from ſeveral 
Paſſages in the Play * that it was written, while 
Cleon was alive ; and Clon dying, as Emripides * has 
recorded, in the Tenth Year of the Pe ian War, 
that is, in the Third Year of the 8gth Olympiad : 
It is very ſtrange if this ſhould pak for the Introducti- 
on to the Tryal and Condemnation of che Philoſo- 
- which happen'd inthe 95th Olympiad, above 
Years after Cleon's Death, and theretore 

more after the Ating of the Clouds. So that there's 


CD 


a In Exercitat. p. 731. b Palmer. Exercitat. p. 725+ 
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no occaſion to ſuppoſe any other reaſon for Ariſts- 
—— Undertaking, but the neceſſary diſagreement 

een the licentiouſneſs of the Old Comedy, and 
the ſtritneſs of the Old Philoſophy. And then his 
hatred to Euripides, the Philoſophical Poet, may be 
in a great meaſure attributed to the fame Cauſe. It 
is well known, that Socrates would never by his good 
will enter the Theatre, but to hear ſome perfor- 
mance of that Tragedian 3 whom he eſteem'd as 
much a Preacher of Morality as himſelf. It is there- 
fore a moſt lamentable miſtake of the Author of the 
Latin Argument * prefix'd to Ariſtopbanes's Frogs ; 
when he tells us, that the Comedian wrote that 
Play to be reveng'd on Ewripides, for his Tragedy of 
Palamedes, under whoſe borrow'd Name, he had up- 
braided the Athenians with the Murder of the Great 
Philoſopher : Whereas the Death of Euripides and 
the Acting of the Frogs, are always placed in the 
93d Olympiad, and the Condemnation of Socrates, 
never before the Ninety firſt. 

We are not inform'd how long Ariſftopbanes liv'd; 
it is probable he reach'd a —_ Zo ſince we may 
reckon near Forty Years that paſs'd between his 
Acharnian atd his Platus, the firſt and the laſt of his 
Comedies which we now have. 

The Honorary Diſtich compos'd on him, as is 
thought, by Plato, will make large amends for the 
loſs of his Epitaph. 


Ai oeeiles Tur mn nafdr inp hu airamel 
Znreoa , "lui ew "Actrepaves, 


Secking a Shrine, that ne'er ſhould be Defac't ; 
The Graces pitch't on Ariſffopbane:'s Breaſt ! 


a Pap. 207. 
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That Plato was indeed his Great Friend and Admi- 
rer, . Olympiodors aſſures us in his Life of the Philoſo- 
pher. And this Epigram, if Genuine, cogether with 
the Recommendation of his Works to Dionyſus, were 
ſufficient marks of this Eſteem. But it happen'd a lie- 
tle unluckily, that the incomparable French Lady, 
in the Preface to her Tranſlation ſhould remarque 
farther ; that To teſtifie more particularly the Reſpett be 
entertain'd for the Poet, be gave bim the beſt Place in his 
SY MPOSIUM ; and put under his Name the fine Diſ- 
courſe which be makes - : giving us to underſtand 
by this, that ARISTOPHANES was the only Man, 
who could talk agreeably of that Paſſion. For whoever 
compares the Speech that Ari/topbanes makes in that 
Dialogue, to explain his foul Notion of Love, with 
thoſe of the other Speakers on the ſame Subject ; 
will be far from thinking that he has the beſt Place 
in the Bawquet ; and from allowing that to be a fine 
and an agreeable Deſcription of a Natural Paffion , 
which is an open Panegyrick on the moſt Unnatural 
of Vices. This Obſervation cannot ſeem to detract 
from the juſt Praiſe of Madam Dacier : A Man can 
ſcarce think on Her, and the admir'd Partner of 
Her Studies and of Her Bed; without addrefling 
Her with Claudian's old Compliment, a little ab 
ter'd, 


Conjux digna viro ! nam tantum catibus extat 
Faemintis, quantum ſuperemmet Ile marnos. 


It's a receiv'd diſtinction of the Grecian Comedy, 
into the Old, the Middle and the New. The firſt was 
a Barefac'd expoſing of the Grezceſt Perions on the 
Stage ; wichour the leaſt diſguils of the Subject or 
of the Name. This is the Liberty which Horace 
commends at the beginning of his Fourth Satyr. 
But he cells us the ill Conſequences of it in his Arc 
of Poetry. K 3 —ih 
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Dignam lege regi. Lex eff accepts : choruſque 
Turpiter 0 ons, ſablato jure nocends. 


'Till, with licentious and abuſive Tongue 
The Chorw waken'd Laws coercive Powers, 
And forc'd them to ſupprels it's Infolence. 


The Middle Comedy ſucceeded when this was 
prohibited by the State ; and preſented real faults 
and miſcarriages, under the Diſguiſe of Borrow'd 
Names. 

The New or the Third fort, was an entire Refur- 
mation of the Stage to Civility and ; ob- 
liging the Poet, to ſuppoſe the Aftions as well as the 
Names; and wicthour making any particular re- 
fleftions, to give only aPr Deſcription of Hu- 
man Lite. 

The Queſtion is not decided whether, when Ho- 
race ſpeaks of the taking away the licentiouſnels of 
the Chorws by Order of the Magiſtrates, he means 
chat it was taken from che Old Comedy, or from the 
Middle. The Old Interpreters, and the Tribe of 
Modern Criticks with Scaliger * at their Head, de- 


clare for the firſt Opinion. But Monſieur Dacier * ,” 


who has ſo often ſhown us Lucan's ſight 


— Concurrere Bellum , 
ltque Virum 


advances the other expoſition of the Words : as if 
Horace were not taking notice of the firſt Relormati- 
on of Comedy from the Ol to the Middle ; but of 
the later Regulation of the Middle into the New, 


a — 


a De Poct. lib. 1. C. 7. Þ. 30. b Horace A. P. Ver. 284. 
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But if each ſide were ſo generous, as to retreat a 
few ſteps, the difference mighe poflibly admit ſome 
Accomodation. For while the firſt abſolutely deny, 
and the orher as poſitively affirms, the XM:ddle Comedy 
to have had a Chorus, it might be maintain'd berween 
both, that the Middle Species had indeed fome kind 
of Chorw, but fo moderated and fo reftrain'd, that 
Horace might properly ſay it was ſhamefully ſilenced, 
while it only lay under this Confinement. And thus 
both ſides will be acknowledg'd partly in the right : 
Dacier while he aſſerts a Chorus in the Middle Come- 
dy ; and the other Criticks when they tell us that the 
taking away the injurious Liberty of the Choras, con- 
ſticuted (in a great meaſure) the Second Species of 
Comedy ; and not the Third. Every one knows 
that the main opportunity which the Chorus had to 
abuſe particular Perſons, and to talk faucily of the 
Government, was in the Intermedes , or the long 
Speeches berween the Afts. Now theſe being enti- 
rely Baniſh'd in the Middle Comedy ; the Chorus 
mighe ſtill retain the Part of a Common Adtor, 
without Offence. As we ſee practisd in Ariftophane!'s 
Plutus. 

'Twere happy, if he, as he has left us the only 
ColleRtion of Grecian Comedies, had oblig'd us too 
with an Example of each Species. But whatever his 
Ancient or his Modern lluſtrators may pretend,it will 
be impoflible ta find any more than the 0/4 and the 
Middle Strain, in his Pieces which ſurvive. And 
therefore thoſe Learned Men muſt neod: be overſeen 
who will have the ewo Attick Laws forbidding , T3 
"Aperle garigss xwand\ iv, BE Kum av JE wind) , to 
expoſe a Chief Magift ate openly in a Comedy, or, to Name 
avy Perſon in thoſe Pieces ; to have been made in Ari- 
fophanes's Time *: Or elſe he mult have underftood 


a Vid, Sam, Petit. Comm. in Leg. Attic. p. 79, 80, 
K 4 thoſs 
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thoſe Laws, as if they probibited rather the Perſona- 
ting of a real Citizen, than the ſcouting him ; rather 
the abuſing him by Af, than by Words, For in 
the Plutws, but now mention'd, which is own'd for 
the laſt and the moſt Reform'd of his Pieces, he has 
ſeverely refleted on ſeveral Perſons, and thoſe of 
the higheſt Rank; and has nam'd them too in the 
Cenlure, 

If a Man was to attempt a Character of Arif« 
phaner's Comedies in our Times, he would certainly 
begin with telling us, that we muſt not expe there, 
the Nicery of Rules, and the regular Conduct, which 
has added ſo many Graces to the Modern Stage. 
For in all his Pieces except the Plutus and the Cloud;, 
the new Criticks might look in vain for their Unitie: 
and their Ordomance; which perhaps was one reaſon 
why Madam Dacier thought none ot the reſt fit to 
be put in her Country Garb: becauſe in them only 
he ſeems as much a French Man in Contrivance, as 
her Tranſlation makes him in Language. Tho' with- 
our doubt her main Argument for ſtopping at theſe 
Two, was, becauſe all the reſt (ſmell Þ acts of 
the Rude and Debauch'd Original of the Art, as very 
pen to offend che Chaſtity of Common Ears; and 
much more the Modeſty ot a Lady. 

The T2 wywro and the 7H9G-, the Decorum of the 
Stage, and the Natural Charaters of Men and Man- 
ners were Improvements that Comedy was then a 
Stranger to. The main Beauty and Deſign, bein 
the T2 zacicy the Ridicale ; ariſing not from the rea 
imication of any Perion or Aion ; but from the re- 
preſenting them rather quite different from their pro- 
per Character to make the SpeRators laugh at ſome- 
thing very odd and very ſurprizing. Thus, as Mr, 
Dryden oblerves, * When we ſee Socrates brought up- 
"* on the Stage, we are not to imagin him made ri- 
** diculous by che imication of his Actions ; but Le 
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* ther by making him perform lomething very unlike 
* himſelf ; ſomething ſo childiſh and abſurd, as by 
* comparing it wich the Gravity of the true Socrates, 
* makes a ridiculous Object for the SpeRators *, 

Bur then this Ridics/e was mixt with ſo much 
ſharpneſs, and ſometimes virulency, that it gave the 
Audience not only a tickling Pleaſure, but incens'd 
them with a real hatred coward the Perſon exposd. 
And 'tis for this reaſon that Scaliger * ſays Horace's 
way in Satyr, is the fame as that of Ariftophanes in 
Comedy. 
fimmy _ Sence and Judgment yy as much 
7 ed and admir'd as any thing in Antiquity, 
bel fef a moſt heavy Charge againſt Arifepbanert 
Writings ; in his Compariſon of him and Menandey. 
Were the intire Piece extane, we might have ſome 
hopes of mollifying the Sencence, by ſome more fa- 
yourable part of the Diſcourſe. But in the Epitome 
of ic, which we now have among his Moral Works, 
the Cenſure ſtands very ſevere. The chiefCrimes 
he objes againſt our Poet, are, that' he makes uſe 
of baſe, ſcurrilous and nauſeous Language ; and 
now and then affects a Tragical inſtead of a Comi- 
cal Stile. That he obſerves not the difference of 
the Perſons that ſpeak, nor applies thoughts and 
words accordingly ; but withouc any Nature or De- 
corum, brings in Gods, Heroes, Kings, Citizens, 
Old Men and Women, Fathers and Sons, all ſo ex- 
actly like one another, in cheir Phraſe and Talk, thar 
they have nothing in the World to diſtinguiſh them 
but their Habit. That his Jokes wound and exul- 
cerate inſtead of Curing. That he never attempts 
any Character, but he is ſure co ſpoil it; While, if 
he's to repreſent a Cunning Fellow, he does not 


—  — 
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a Eflay on Dramat. Poeſ. p. 37. b Poet. l.1.c. 8. 
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make him Policick, but down-righe Wicked : If 2 

ar, inſtead of Ignorance and 

Cantion, he 'gives us the Piure of a meer Fool : 

If he raiſes __ in the Audience, it proceeds 

from the dulneſs of the Jeſt, and is direted not a- 

gun the Subjet bur againſt the Poer: And, if 

's ro deſcribe the foft Paflion of Love, from Mirth 
and Gaiety, he turns ic to loolnefs, and immodeſt 
Freedom. 

Now the greateſt part of this Accufation, may 
be eaſily wip'd off from the Poet and thrown upon 
the Times. The Old Comedy, we know, had then 
the Command of the Stage: And all the nauſeous 
kinds of obſcene Ribaldry were as eſſential to that, 
as Nature and Decency were to the New, The 
ſeverity of Jeſts was their main Beauty: And 
tho' this might (as he ſays) ulcerate and wound the 

þ Perſon exposd, yet to be fare, it did not fail to 
tickle the Envious Audience. He fſcems a little un- 
jaſt when he charges the Poet's Jokes with Dulneſs, 
whereas there are many the moſt merry and diverrt- 
ing in the World. But ſuppoſing they did not take 
in ſo police an Ape as Plutarch's : this is no reaſon 
why they might not make an Old Grecian Audience 
burft with Laughter, while the Genius of the Times 
admitted nothing elſe for Wit. We fee Horace 
{cours the Jeſts of Plaurzs which were the Wonder 
of his Fore-fathers : And the Caſe is the ſame with 
our Chancer : That being now applicable enough to 
eicher of the three, which an Ingenious Gentleman 
obſerves of the laſt ; 


In vain be Feſts im bu untoliſh d Strain ; 
And tries to make bis Reader laugh in yam. 


What Plutzerch obje&ts farther of the -Poet's not 
obſe: ving the Rule of applying the proper Language 
and Manners to each Sex and every Age and Con- 
dition, 
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dition, is bn as bad a botrom. For this' 

FI 
oted with univerſal allowance in the Old:' | 
that fuch a Liberty juſtified abſolnte Contradialons' 


of 'the New Comedy; but neg- 


in the ſame Character ; bur only the ſtraining of 
thar Character ſomething beyond Nature and Reali- 
; to ſurprize and amuſe the SpeAators. Thus we 
fuch ts and Words, and = 
to a Parcel of Manniſh Strumpetrs, as w oſt 
exceed the true Boldneſs of the other Sex. Thas we 
ſee an ill-manner'd Citizen, painted with che Blunt-' 
—__ A ick : wk, 
Sacrates with as t a mixture of F 
and Madnefs, as our Sir Nz Gimcrack "7 
That part of the Charge too muſt be confeſs'd, 
where s is laid to affet in many ww 
Tragick . But then'cwill be as cafily 1 
as granted. For even according to Horace's ſtrict 
Rules, which were calculated for the laft Reforma- 
tion of the Stage ; tho” 


Verſibus exponti tragicis res comics non wult : 
Inter diem tamen & wvocem Comedia tollis. 


If Horace's Diſtin&ion is not taken for a full ex- 
cuſe, becauſe it ſeems only to allow here and there 
ſome Paſſionate and Great Strokes in a Comedy, 
and not a General Lofrineſs of the whole Pieces. Yer 
this coo is very pardonable, when the Deſign re- 

ires a ridiculous height of affected Eloquence and 
jk Thus, in the Parliament of Women, while the 
Grave Matrons ſtrut in their Hnsband's Cloathes , 
and ſeize the Adminiſtration of che State into their 
Hands; 'tis fit they ſhould Talk, as well as 4#and 
Look like Senators. 

There is indeed one Part, throughout almoſt the 
whole Courſe of Arifophencss Plays, which is written 
in a lofticr Strain than ordinary : but which too will 
be 
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Grave and Elevated Verſe : And that the Poer does 
not exhort to Vertue, in the {ame merry Stile which 
encounters Vice. To tell the Arbemans in a dire& 
Addreſs, the Folly. of ſome of theic Counlels, and 

Benefic of others : to inſpire them with Heat and 
for a War; or to wade them ſeriouſly 
WHINNS C200: th opment Sans ry 

BleſGngs on the City ; to im the fucure 
Proxedtion of the Tutelar Deities; were all Sub- 
ies too Noble for the Common Spzech of a Co. 
ian. And as long as the Chora: had ſometimes 
the ow Een in both Species of the Drama, 
it could be abſurd if it uſcd too the fame Lan- 


guage in both. 
pon the whole, Plutarch's main Quarrel wich 
Ariſtopbanes, is his not being like Menander. And 
this is as unjuſt a reaſon to condemir him ; as if he 
ſhould have tallen foul on his own Theſew for not 
uſing the ſame Arms as Remulus, or cenfur'd Roms 
lus tor not fighting with the ConduRt and the DiCſ 
cipline of Fuluws Ca/er. For the Old Comedy as well 
as the Old Method of War, was agreeable to irs pro- 
Age. And it the later Improvements in both, 
ſhould be acknowledg'd to be founded on better and 
more univerſal Reaſon : Yet we have not fo much 
pretence to be angry with thoſe ancient Maſters for 
negleRting them, as with Nature for not putting 
them into their Heads. 

Bur $4 Credit does not need ſo poor a 
Plea, as the Rudeneſs of the Times to ſupport 1e. For 
tho' we ſhould grant his Characters to be falſe, his 
Jokes Malicious or Obſcene ; and his Deſigns irre- 
gular: Yet the Excellencies of his pure Stile will 
always keep up his Name at a juſt height = 

orld. 


SFFESRTEES 


Ancient Grecian Poets. . Part. I. 
World. He has been long acknowledg'd on all 


= hands for the ſſ \4* Charms, and 
in I} al! che Delicaci adorn'd ; and 
xs Bf for the Great Treaſurer of the Actick Graces. And 
ch ©} certainly we may be better contented to ſcramble 
w among ſome Dirt and R for all the Grecian 
ad I Beauties in” Ariſtophones dig thro' much 
ad deeper heaps of Ordure fora few La Laxcin Elegancies 
en 
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THEQCRITVS. 


THEOCRITUS. 


AE NED Complaints that have been made 
A againſt the Old Tribe of Grammarians and 
Commentators, there is not one with leſs injuſtice 
taken up, than that which taxes them witch cheir 
hard uſage of Theocritns's . For, as if it were 
impothble for them to agree in their Verdi, tho' 
upon the plaineſt Evidence ; we find them w_—_ 
iv 
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divided in their accounts of the Age and Country 
of this Poet ; when, all the while, he himſelf, if 
they would have taken his Word, has ſettled both the 
Points beyond Diſpute. 

In an Epigram commonly ſet in the front of his 
Poem, and perhaps according to the Author's Ori- 
ginal Deſign, he thus acquaints us with his City and 
Family. 


"DAG 5 Ws i Is OxhneilG os mit yea 
'Eis arms F away pi Euynuxocier , 

TiG Ileatezees fenirciÞis 7% $iAimns , 
Muour od” o3reuy war” ipuKuoz uns, 

Chios can lay no Title to My Muſe ; 

But I'm Theocritus of Syracuſe, 

Praxagoras and fam'd Philine's Son ; 

And I ne*er wrote a Verſe but was my own. 


And then, as to his Age, one would think *twere 
impoſlible that ſhould raiſe a Quarrel, while the ewo 
Ldylliums remain, addrels'd to Hiero King of Syracuſe, 
and to Prolemy Philadelphus of Egypt. This Hiero 
was the ſame tamous Prince whole Adtions are re- 
corded in the firſt Book of Polybrs's Hiſtory. Here- 
cover'd the Regal Honour to his Family, after it had 
been loſt almoſt Two Hundred Years: beginning 
his Reign in the Second Year of the x26th Olym- 
piad, as Caſaubon has made out in his Obſervations 
on that Hiſtorian *. Tho' Pazſanias * makes him 
to have obtain'd the Crown in the Second Year of 
the x2oth Olympiad ; and tho' Caſauiom, when he 
wrote his Lections on Theocritus ©, has follow'd Pau- 
ſanias in the Miſtake. As for Prolemy Philadelphas, 
the Commencement of his Reign is conſtantly fix'd 
in the 123d Olympiad. 


”—2+*-—z 2 —'2 


a Pag. 127, &c. b Lib. 6. p. 365. ©c Pag., 283. 
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Hiere, tho” a Prince who made a great noiſe in 
the World by the Fortune of his Arms, and by 
the Fame of his Good Government ; yet ſeems to 
have expreſsd no great AﬀeRion for Letners. Which 
is ſuppos'd ro have been the occaſion of Theoeritn;'s 
Sixtcenth Idjlliwm, infcrib'd with Hiers's Name ; 
where the Poer aſſerts the dignity of his own Pro. 
feflion, complains of the poor encouragement it 
met with in the World ; and after a very Artifici- 
al manner, touching on ſome of the Nobleſt Vir. 
eues of the Prince, ſhows what a Brave Figure he 
would have made in Verſc, had he been as good 2 
Patron, as he was an Argument, to the Mules. 

It's probable. this Unkindnels of Hiro was the 
main realon which prevaild with Theocritus to 
leave Sicily for the Egyptian Court; where King 
Prolemy then fat , Supreme Preſidente of Arts ang 
Wit. And we may gue's that the Poet mee with 
kinder Entertainment at Alexandria, than he had 
enjoy'd at Syracuſe, from his famous Panegyrick cn 
Prolemy, which makes his Seventcenth 1dylum ; and 
in which, aker che Praifes of his Race, his Power, 
and his Riches, he extols his Generous Prote&i- 
on of Learning and Ingenuity, as ſomething be- 
yond the degree of common Virtues and Excellen- 
Cies 


There are no farther Memorials of the Poet's 
Life to be gather'd from his Works, except his 
Friendſhip with Aratz: the famous Author of the 
Phenomena. To Him he addreiles his Sixth IdyDinm ; 
His Loves he deſcribes in the Seventh ; from 
Him he borrows the pious Beginning of the Seven- 
reenth, 

Theocrins lies under an unhappy cenſure in re- 
lation to his Death. For if Ovid mean's Him by 
the Syracaſian Poct in his Ibis, he muſt ſeem to have 
ſuffer'd, either from his own, or from other Hands, 

the 
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the ſhameful Fate of a Malefator *. Buc ic will 
not be very inlolent ta fay, that in ſuch a trivial 
Buſines Ovid himſclf might be miſtaken. For 
tho' the Old Commentators on the place, tell us a 
grave Story of Theocritus's Exzcution, as there hinted 
at, and the occaſion of it ; yet 'tis poflible the whole 
matter may lye in confounding Theocritus the Rheto- 
rician of Chios, with Theocritus the Poet of Syracuſe; 
tho' the Latter in his Epigram already fer down, 
has taken- particular care ro be known and diſtin- 
guiſh'd from his Name ſake. Now it's true enough, 
as Plutarch *, and Macrobics * will witneſs, that 
Theocritus of Chios was Executed, by order of King 
Antigonus : and the reafon of his Misfortune was his 
moſt unſeaſonable Wir. For having committed 4 
very high Crime againſt that Prince, (who, by the 
way, had but one Eye) and He promiſing him a 
Pardon, provided he would come into his Preſence 
to accept it ; his Friends were very urgent in haſten- 
ing his Journey to Court, and told him he need 
not queltion having his Life fav'd, as ſoon as ever 
he ſhovld appear to his Majeſtie's Eyes: Nay then, 
(cried Theoeritas) I am a Dead 'Man, if that be the 
only Condition of my Pardom. And this coming to 
Antigonw's Ear, He juſtly efteem'd the Railery an 
addition to the former Treaſon , and accordingly 
order'd Juſtice co proceed. | 

le cannot fairly be omitted, that che attributing 
the Fate of Theocritw the Rhetorician to Theocritas 
the Poet, was an eaſier ip, in as much as the tor- 
mer alſo pretended to fome knack in Verſe, and has 
an Epigram or ewo preferv'd in Laertius dhd Pla 
tarch, 0 


—  T—— -- << 
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* Uique Syracoſio preftriftd fauce Pots, 
Sic anime laquer fit via clanſe tye. 
+ Sympoſ. 2. b Saturnal. L 7. c. 3. 
L Tho' 
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er Any | — for no 
more than a Paſtors : is manifeſtly 
robb'd of part of his Fane if his other Peices 
n——__—_— Laure. For (not to 
the few lirtle 


Act the ſame time he ought, no 
Paſtorals, as the Foundation "of his 
and will be acknowledg'd to have excell'd all hi 
following Rivals, as much as Originals uſual 
their Copies. He has the 

Rural, as H:mer had in the Epick Poely ; and t 


thing, as to caſt up the Summ of Homer's Prailes ; 
ſo to fer down all the Beauties of Paſtoral Verſe, is 


has been ſo much happier than Homer, as Vogit's 
Eclogur* are reckon'd more unequal Imitations t 
his «/£Encis. 

It muſt be own'd that the Diale&t which Theocrs- 
ta wrote in, has a ſhare in his Honours. 
= — = ns Corn Cn - 
cd on theſe Compoſitions: one 
would fink this was the plain Language of the 
Golden Age ; and that the Poet had exprefs'd the 
Speech of chelce Good Mortals, as well as the Mat 
mers, On the other hand, many excellent Judges 
1ave maintain'd, that his Muſe now and —_ 
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ther ſhow's her ill-breeding than her ſimplicicy : that 
her Country Air and Tone are both a little uncouth ; 
at leaſt that they appzar fo to the elegancy and the 
nicenels of Modern Times Now t»> this Cenſure it 
might, with ſubmiflion, be return'd ; chat unlefs 
the Shepherds are allow'd ſome ruder liberties in 
their Words and Carriage, they will ſeem to be a 
bridg'd of the Privileges of their Nature and their 
Condition. For tho* they ought not to be cicher 
grobly ſtupid, or crirically refin'd ; yer it would be 
a (afer error to let chem ſmell rank of che Fieid, 
than to deck them with the leaſt fpraceneſs of the 
City. We ſee the ill effets of the contrary practiſe, in 
the famous Paſtorals of the [aliens and of the French ; 
who have turn'd their Swains into Courtiers, for fear 
of making them Clowns, 

It ſeems indeed, reaſonable enough, that the Pu- 
rity of Modern Tongues ſhould not admit the uſe 
of a groſſer Diale&, even in Paſtoral Pieces : Tho”, 
as for our ſelves, the Scorcb-Songs which paſs with fo 
much applauſe, ſhow that it is not impoffible to re- 
vive this old Condut among Us with Succeſs. How- 
ever, Theocritms is not to be judg'd by che Manners 
of our Ti but by his own. We muſt not con- 
ceive the in His Paſtorals like thoſe in 


Spencer's 
Feeding their Flocks upon the Hill: of Kent, 


But in the rude Fields of Ancient Sicily: and here 
they may be as ruſtick as they pleaſe, without of- 
fence ; the there perhaps they ought to have been 
more cautious and more decent, 


It's certain Quintilien, however he has been of 
late miſconſtrued 


, never intended his Judgmene on 
Theocritme for a a 2 he obſerves, that 
2 Hs 
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His Ruftical Muſe was not only afraid to appear in the 
Forum but even m the City '*. For the Rhetorician 
could mcan no more, br that the Language and the 
thoughts of Theccritan's Shepherds ought neither co be 
imitated in Publick ſpeaking, nor in any Gallant 
Compolure. Yet the Poet might for all this, be ad: 
muirable in bis way, as indeed, Quintilien in the lame 
place exprefily pronounces him. 

But ſhouli the Diale& of Theocritns not be admit- 
ted among his Graces, he can produce enough be- 
ſides to ſecure his Rural Crown from the boldeſt 
Competicor., Mr. Dryden acknowledges him to have 
been rais'd above Virgil hianfelt, by che inimicable 
tendernefs of his Paftrons 5 by the propriety of his 
Wit, never departing from the Plains and Corrages; 
and by an Art that he has of betraying his Learn- 
ing ; (as his Nymphs do their Love) mcerly by en- 
deavouring to conceal ir, Theſe Excellencies Mr, 
Dryden * would fix to diſtinguiſh the Sicilies Poet, 
from all others in the World: And to pretend to 
confirm His Judgment, wonld be the fame raſhneſs as 
to oppoſe it, 

To ſay nothing of Vegil, who difdain's a meaner 
Cenſor, as well as a mcaner Tranflacor than Mr. 
Dryden ; it will be no breach of modeſty co affirm, 
that the greateſt part of che ſucczeding Paſtorals, are 
as far diltant from theſe Ornaments, as from the 
Age that producd chem for their Patrerns. The 
Perſons jntroducd have not only the Speech, but the 
Addreſs and the Carriage of Gentlemen : Their 
Love. is the higheſt Gallantry, and their Wit the 
choice Invention. Our own Incomparable Sir Pbs- 
lip Sidney has tallea into the common humotr, tho' 
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not in the common fault. Some of his Shepherds 
calk in as fine a Strain of Sence and Elegancy, as if 
each was a true Philifides : Showing Wits (as Palladins 
obferv'd) that might better become ſuch Shepherds as Ho- 
mer /peaks of, who are Governors of the People, than ſuch 
Senators who bold thew Council im @ Sheep-cote * But 
then with what a matchieſs Judgment has that No- 
ble Author fram'd a neceflity for his Practice ? 
The Oid Epique Poets, when their Heroes accom- 
pliſh any Adventure that ſeems plac'd beyond the 
reach of Human Force, falve the Probability, by 
joyning the miraculous affiſtance of the Gods : And, 
Sir Pbi/;p, when his Rural Lovers act and talk above 
the Nature and Character of the Common Inhabi- 
tants of che Plains, refers the whole Buſinefs to the 
eztraordinary Influence of Heaven. He is careful 
to let us know that the particular favour of Provi- 
dence had not more diſtinguiſh'd His Arcadia from 
other Countries by the Benefits of the Climate and 
of the Soil, than by the Parts and the Wiſdom of 
the People, and that theſe were as Common Bl:ſſmgs 
as the others : The Muſes bawing choſe this Country 
for their chief repairmg Place; baving beftow'd their 
Gifts ſo largely here, that the very SHEPHERDS had 
their Fancyes lifted tg fd high Conceits, as the Learned of 
other Nations were content both to borrow their Names, 
and to imitate their Cinning *». 

T fiole Idylliams of Theocritas which are not admitted 
for Paſtorals, are of fo different kinds, that no Man 
has yet attempted to reduce them into Claſſes. Sal- 
maſizs © contents himſelf to ſay, that we may call 
them what we pleaſe beſides Paſtoral Verſes. And, 
Heinſmus * tho? he tells us he could diſtinguiſh them, 


————— 


a Arcadia. pag. 14+ b Arcadia. pag. 9. © In Solin, d Le, 
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et wiſely declares be will leave the Tak, for 
Lien os wy theie Jadgments upon. Bur 
would fave a needles Trouble to call 
ther by the Modern Name of Poems on 
fions. And this notion Heinfs himielf i 
meaſure favour ; while he obſerves that the 
ents gave them the Title of [dylan for no 
ſon, but to expreſs the vyariery of their Natures. 
tho” ys cannot np an — 
their form, yet may under fuch as wil 
diſtingui heir —_ Sp the Nine firſt, and 
the Eleventh bein that are acknowledg'd true 
Paftorals , ctheie a i 
are therefore only not Paſtor 
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things that are uſually ſaid of the Paſtorals, to which 


Idyllnms are inte Copies directed to private Friends, 
on {ome particular account 5; as the Twelfth, the 
Twenty-cighth, the Twenty-ninth, &c. Theſe 
neicher agree all in Dialet, nor in Meaſures, yet for 
their general Air of familiar Simplicity and Morali- 
ty, mcet with a common Eſteem. Nineteenth 


enly having the farther Benefit of Hi: Numbers : 
tho” the fir{t too has now recover'd that Advantage in 
the Engliſh which it wanted in the Greek, 


But 
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But the moſt admir'd among theſe Miſcellaneous 
Pieces, are the and the Hymns, ad- 
dreb'd to Prolemy, Hiero, Caſtor, and Pollux, and Her- 
eules;, by which Theocritu has ſhown, that he (as 
well as Virgil did afterwards) could upon occaiion; 
raiſe his Sicilies Muſe to « loftier Strain ; that he un- 
the Gaitey and Wiſdom of che Court, and 


the rdingh of th as well as the ſimple ho- 
dy 1 at - + and, "in tho 
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LYCROPHON. 


rm was a Native of the City Chal 
in Eubes, His Father Soclew was 4 Grammarian 
oy afrer whoſe _—_— cr 
to be Adopted by Lycas the oriographer *. We 
may be fatished "* his Proficiency under both their 
cares, by juſt looking on his Poem that ſurvives ; 
and we ſhall be ready to acknowledge, that, what- 
ever other Fortunc they might leave him, he was cer- 
rainly the tull Inheritor of their proper Arts. One 
would alizoft think, that the only deſign of che Work, 
Was to unice their ColleRions, as he had done their 
Fa:nilics : and that the Verbal Stories of Seclews, join'd 
to Lycus's Hiltoricsl T reafures, had turniſh'd Caſſandrs 
with all the Oracles ſhe d-livers. 

It is n<ccllary to tall thus fuddenly from the Au- 
thor to his remaining Labour, becauſe he has ſcarce 
any other Memorials to entertain us with. We are 
told indeed, that he liv'd under Prolemy Philadelphas, 
and made a Star in the Poetical Pleas, which 1 
in that Reign *. Ovid © informs us farther that he died 
by the ſtroke of an Arrow. We hear too, that he 
was a very Voluminous Author, tho' only one of 
his Peices has arriv'd at Age; that beſides his 
Critical Eſſays in Proſe, He exercisd himſelf with fair 
Succebs in almoſt all che Fields of Poely, from the 
lot.inels of Tragedy to the humble Spirit of Ana- 


x Suid, b Ihid. 


C Urque Cothurnatum periiſſe Lycophrona narrant, 
Sic anime laquee fit viaclanſa tus. in Ibin. 
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gray, which lays claim to the Honour of his In- 

vention. But theſe Notices are of little concern to 

one that is impatient co be acquainted with his 

Roving Lady, and 'who will gladly let Caſſandra's 

Srory make amends for the deficiency of Lycre- 
's. 


The common account of chis unhappy Propheteſs 
informs us, that ſhe was Daughter ro Priam of 
Troy, and that being courted in no very Honoura- 
ble way, eicher by Apollo, or as ſome will have it, 
by his Prieſts, upon iſe of the Gift of Divina- 
tion, if ſhe complied; ſhe firft gor poſleflion of the 
Reward, and then honeſtly denied the fervice. But 
herbaffled Suitor in revenge for the Injury, found a 
way to turn his Grant into a Curſe. For, procuring 
it to be order'd by the Voice of the Oracle, that no 
Man ſhould ever credit what Caſ/andrs ſaid ; her In- 
ſpiration prov'd a deſperate torment to her, inſtead 

of a Heavenly favour. | 
This then is the foundation of Lycopbrons's Piece. 
Cafſanitra, or as ſhe was otherwiſe call'd, Alexandre, 
is ſuppos'd to be ſhut vp in a cloſe Tower, as well 
to keep her from frighting the People; as to try whe- 
ther the Solitary Confinement might not bring her 
ty her right Senſes. During this reſtraint, her ſuper- 
ftitious Old Father commands the Keeper to come 
and bring him a punctual Account of all that the 
Princefs Pad ſaid under her Fit. This Recical made by 
the Keeper, is the Form of the Poem. He begins with 
a p__ of Faichfalnefs, and, having hinted to the 
King, how different a manner of Speech ſhe had 
now us'd from her common ſtrain, appearing a meer 
r rey , and affeting the darkeſt and the moſt per- 
ex'd thought and expreflion ; he then proceeds to 
repeat her whole intricate Speech to the King. In 
which, beginning at the Voyage of Pars, who was 
then Sail'd for S2ar;s on his amorous —_ 
8 
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She throws out in a moſt terrible Rant, 6 prodilt 
of all the Miſcries that ſhould be occaſion' this 
Adventure: The Calamitics of the ten Years Sei 
of Troy, and the no lefs ſtrange Diſaſters, that 
happen , as well co the ing Vicors, as to the 
diſpers'd Relicks of the Conquer Act laſt 
ſhe enquires into the Original Caule of the ( 


ſtealing away of Exreps, the oy 
naxtes, and the other famous ; 
looks forward to the of Xerxe: againſt Greece; 
and having reach'd the Times fucceeding Alexander 
the Great, the there breaks off, upon a re- 
membrance that no Body will, at preſent, believe 
Her. And then the Keeper with a ſhort Epi 
ro the King, concludes the Poem : which is a kind 
of Tragick Mwmody, or Narrative of a fingle Perſon. 
Thoſe who are not ſoequal Judges as to diſtinguiſh 
berween the Deſign and the Execution, will be ſure 
to condemn a Poer, whoſe chict Ends are Inſtrudtii- 
on and Delight, for uſing fuch a ConduR, as by ren- 


Co 


, dring him wilfully unintelligible, muſt needs make 


him appear very unplealant. Bur whoever can par- 
don L on for the raſhneſs of his Unde 
cannot fail ro applaud him for che greateneſs of his 
Succeſs, It it be reckon'd fo glorious in a Modern 
Tragedian to hit the ſhort Charadter of a reving 
Perſen, and to ſuit the Language to the extravagancy 
of the Condition: what an EE en 
fil a whole Piece with che 6 i a 
Poſſeſſed Lady, and yet —_— to tranſgrefs againſt 
nature and C:c-ncy ? In drawing the I com- 
mon Madneiz, tis enough to be bend/omly abſurd. But 
when the Frenzy is ſupposd to be Divine, and the 
Fir to proceed —_ Miraculous Tranſport ; then 
the:e muſt be a dark conliſtency of —_ as well 
an appearing diſtra&tion : There muſt be the obſcure 
certainty 
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certainty, as well as the open fury of an Oracle. And 
what could betrer anſwer fuch a Projet, than to 
join in one wild Diſcourſe, almoſt all the Terms, and 
almoſt all the Adventures of the moſt copious 
_- Re, and of the moſt copious Hiſtory in the 

Orig 7 

If we add to this, the livelines of the Tranſport- 
ing Paſliun, and the artificial ſtrangeneſs of the Di- 
greffions ; it will not be Honour enough, to fix this 
Piece as the beſt Epicome of the Grecian Tongue, and 
of che Grecian Fables : but Lycophrow will maintain 
his Seat in the Confellation of Poets; how ever 
lome late Critiques have attempted co pull him from 
his Sphere. And tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe, that he 
formerly made but a dark Figure in that Station 
= the Cloudy Spots are now happily remov'd, the 

iddles and Myſteries are explain'd, and Caſſandre 
is at laſt come into Credit and Eſteem. 
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CALLIMACHUS. 


| fanny ny was born in Cyrene *, the f 
mous City of Ancient Libys. His common 
Title of Battrades makes the Grammarians 

afign one Battes for his Father : Bur, perhaps he 
may as well derive chat Name from King Batts 
the Founder of Cyrene, from whoſe Line, as Strabs* 
aflures 'us, he d=dar'd himſelf to be Deſcended, 
We” are not inform'd of the particular Year of his 
Birth 4 cho' tew of the Poers have been forgotten 
by Euſebixs., However it's agreed, that he commen- 
c'd his Fame under the Patronage of Prolemmy Phils 
delpbus, and comtinved it in che Reign of his Suc 
cetfor Prolemsy Euergetes ; whole (cen Berence 
having Confecrated her Locks in the Temple of 
Venns , and a cunning Mathematician, having ſto- 
len them thence to Tranſlate them to Heaven , 


vccafion to the Fine Elegy of this Poet, 


gave : 
which we have now only in the Latin of Catsl- 


lus. 
Whoever was his Father, the Poet has paid all 


his Duties and Obligations co Him in a moſt de 
licate Epitaph, which we find in the Anthologia, 
and which ſhows that Martial had good reafon to 
aſfien him the Crown among: the Grecian Writers of 
the Epigram. The Old Gentleman is ſuppos'd thus 
to addrels the Viſitants at his Tomb, 
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"Ons bur mage cine Higew mids Red ys 
IS Kupwais waidd Ts % joins. 

Eideins Sf" dupe xw. 3 hd alt mirud GG innav 
Hefw , & od" new ngdonvea Backaving. 

Oy riuerss Micar oÞ Tous ibn Gupant adides 
Axa Blu ons us dmiowlo pines: 


Stranger ! I beg not to'be known but thus, 
Father and Son of a CALLIMACHUS. 

Chief of a War, the firſt enlarg'd his Name; 
And the laſt fung what ne'er ſhall damn: 
For, whom the Heavenly Muſe admir'd a Child, 
On Hi: Gray Hair: the Goddeſs always ſmil'd. 


Before Callimachw was recommended to the fa- 
your of the Court, he taught School in Alexandria, 
and had the honour of breeding Apollonime the Au- 
thor of the Argonauticks ; who making him but an 
unkind requiral for his Labour, provok'd Callimachus 
to vent his Paſſion in an Invective Poem, level'd 
againſt his ungrateful Scholar, under the reproach- 
ful name of 1BIS*; which furniſh'd Ovid with a 
Pattern and a Title for his Biting Piece of the ſame 
Nature. 

How capable foever our Poet might be of the 
higheſt attainments in Verſe ; he ſeems to have 
had a particular fancy for ſhort Copies. And 
when his envious Rivals us'd to alledge this as their 
main cbjeRtion againſt his Muſe, that ſhe could 
not attempt any thing of bulk ; he gave them the 
ingenious Anſwer at the end of the Hymn to Apollo, 
which ſeems to be compos'd and introduc'd with 
all that Arr, which Ovid make's the Great Excellency 
of Callmachus. 
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j-4 Envy in his Ear Apollo told, 

s poor that writes lefs chan a Sea can hold. 
Apollo ſpurn'd the Monſter off, and (aid , 

See vaſt Euphrates how his Billows ſpread ; 

Bur fee the Loads of Muck that preſs his fide, 
And foul the Water, while chey raiſe the Tide. 
Great Cere's Maids 1 their Heavenly Dame : 
Bue fome uncainted {tal Brook ſupplics 


It's ſpotleſs drops to purge the Sacrifice. 


The Scholiaſt on this place obſerves, that to ſlop 
the Mouths of theſe detraftors, the Poer compos'd 
his Hecate, a Work of a larger ſize; now loſt, 
Any cited by Grecian and Roman Au- 


Thoſe few Perfons who have a right taſte and a 
juſt eſteem for theſe ſmaller Compoſitions, will chink 
that Calimachizs needed nothing elſe to enfure his 

And if it be true, what Swidar reports, 
that he wrote above Eight hundred Pieces, be will 
ſtand free enough from the imputation of lazinefs, 
tho" te have no anweildy Labour to produce in his 
own Defence. 

What we now have under his Name, are a few 
Hymns and Epigrams: the firſt of which as chey 
make fr the largeſt part of his Remains, ſo they 


are 


W—_A_”_—_—__—_—T_TT,-- 8-3-3 Ez D805 


Ancient Grecian Poets. Pare. I. 


are of the Credir, and ſeem the main Foun- 
dation of his fair Character amongſt his Modern 
Friends. 
It looks a little ſtrange that Ovid *, when he gives 
him a place in his fine Catalogue of Pozts, ſhould 
nce him immortal, barely upon accounc of 
bs ts and ar the ſame time exprefsly deny hi Title 
to Wir. 


Indeed, we have ſtill many prodigious Inſtances 
of his Art, as (beſides the Apology already fzt down) 
the manner of bringing King Prolemy's Praiſes into 
the Hymn to Jupiter, the making Apollo while yet 
in his Mothers Belly, P the fame Prince's 
Victories ; and the like. Yer it will be a difficule 
matter to periwade any one, who has conſider'd che 
lurprizing Delicacy of his thought and curn, to com- 
pound for half his Applauſe, and to quic che credic 
of his Invention, for that of his Judgment. Both 
the Talents ſeem fo ily cemper'd cogecher, chat 
'tis hard to give an inſtance of one Vertue, without 
diſplaying the ocher in the fame view. What Gin 
be a ar of both, than che Gracefulneſs of 
thoſe Tranſitions ; where, while he is commending 
one Deicy, he dgaws in another wich fo gentle force, 
as not to wrong the firſt Subjet by obliging a new 
one ? Of this kind is that admir'd ſtroke on Hercales 
in the Hymn to Diane : 


ErSw Tor &#[ibawv]es ni angymarnets garlas , 
Oras id) Epueins dxaxnor& , dildy Amivar 
Oneior #1 gipniu. Iagorty N weir oþ ixhous 
Kadhesr 'Anxcidw* riv Sf us Fr Tere da3 hv 


a Battiades toto ſemper cantabitur orbe, 
Nuamvis ingento non valet arte valet. 
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There, watching at Jove's Gate, *cill cloſing Day, 

Mercery thy Arms, Good Phabas takes thy Prey : 

Phebus thy Prey, &'er Brave Alcides joyn'd 

Th' Immortal Hoſt : Now Phebus has refizn'd 

His Glorious Task, and Blefs'd Alcmens's Son 

Unwearied wais to lift the Veniſan down. 

Him, laughing all-the Deathlefs Court ſurvey's, 

And moſt the Dame whoſe Envy nurſt his Prailc. 

*Till from thy Chariot, torn with matchleſs power 

He drags the ſtruggling Bull, or Fegreſt Boar 

With hind-leg (purning. He, with ſly addreſs, 

Commends thy Labours in the Nobler Chaſz. 

*Scour, Goddels, ſcour the Forreſts, and pull 
* down 

© The hurtful Herd ; *cill reſcu'd Mortals own 

* Thy Helping Power, like mine. Let Goats and 


* Unheeded climb the Cliffs, and loſe their fears: 

© Are Goats and Hares injurious to Mankind ? 

© Boars root the Plants, Boars vex the painful Hind, 

* And Bull are Piagues: Theſc, theſe mult be 
* ſuppreſst. 

Thus He; and labours with th* unweildy Bealt. 
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What can be a fairer Argument for the union of 
the fame Talents, than thoſe wiſe and delicious Ser - 
rences 3 which ftriking us fuddenly in a work where 
one would nor expe them, look as much like In- 
ſpiration as any thing that Poeſy can produce? Two 
of theſe in the very firſt Hymn, may vie with the 
entire Labours of more bulky Authors. The firſt of 
them, is a fine Anſwer to the Modern Libertines, 
who from the fan:ied uricertainty of a future State, 
take occaſion to live and die at a venture, and ex- 

as =_ a Chance as their Neighbours. Tie 

is ſpeaking of Fupiter's Title to the Empire of 

Heaven, as a thing acknowledg'd and nnenvied by 

his Two Brothers ; and hence he refle&s on the Fol- - 

ly of the Ancient Story-tellers, who would make the 

ree Sons of Saturn divide the Three Realms by 
Lot : 


Tis I x in” Ouzuure Te », did) xangoy igvorut , 
Os ware jun rin GG; in” ioain 3 Toru 
liazaut* Te MN mow Ymy Mt dr Teuor, 


For who, yet bleſsd wich Senſes, would fubmitr; 
A Lottery ſhould decide his donbrful Right 

To Heaven or Hell ? In things of equal State 
The Lor's of aſe, and ends the vain Debate : 
But thoſe fo Wide, that Diſtance cannot name 
The Space, for Dif ance is expre&'d by Them. 


The othet is the concluding Strain of the Hymn; 
where he makes his Farewel-prayer co the Deity : 
Xaips miTyYy , 6ip ad did\s I" dgfliv 7 dou re. 
Or” dernis 4TH CG ommlar ardgpas diter , 
OuT” dperh} , adpirere, ids I" eytlir Te x Gabon, 


M : Hail 


162 


The Lives and CharaGers of the 


Hail Father ! Hail again! and fend us down 
Virtue and Gold. For Gold is quickly gone, 
Unblefs'd with Yirtue's Care ; and Virtue's cold, . 
Naked of Wealth : ſend Yirtze down and Gold. f 


Some Learned Men have endeavour'd to make 


Ovid's Judgment, ſpeak a more favourable ſence. 
But whoever caſts his Eyes on what Heinſius * has 
perform'd in that Cauſe, and conſiders how he is 
gravel'd in the impolkible Attempt ; will be apt to 
imagine, that Ovid intended his Words ſhould be 


underſtood according to their natural import, but 
that chro? a Spirit of 

wilfully contracted his Rival's Praiſes. It's plain he 
had no higher ambition than to be thought ſuperior 
to Calimachw; and he declares he ſhould admire a 
Miſtreſs who would honour him with that prefe- 
rence *, 


Envy and Emulation, he has 


But the greateſt teſtimonies of Callimecbus's worth, 


and the foundation of his Character with the Anci- 
ents, were his numerous Pieces in the Elegiac Strain, 
Of theſe, we have only the Hymn on Afimervs's 
Bath, and Catulls;'s Tranſlation of the Copy on 
Queen Berenice's Hair. The former ſeems, like his 
other. Hymns, to incline moſt to the free Spirit ol 
Lyriques;z the curious Story of Tireſias making the 
greater part of the Poem. The other is more agree- 
able to our Common Notions of Elegy ; and, as it 
is commonly printed with the Works of 7:ibulus and 
opertius in the fame Strain; ſo it may vie with the 
{weeteſt and the moſt exat of their Pieces. For 
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a Prolegom. in Hefiod. 


b Eft que Callimachi pre noſtris ruſtica dicit 
Carmyna ;, cut placeo, protims ipſa placet. 
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inſtance, they have nothing of a more natural turn, 
than that thought which makes it a greater Honour 
to belong ta the Queen's Head, than to have a place 
among the Conſtellations : the Star is ſupposd to 
ſpeak, and thus Complimencs its Miſtreſs, 


tke Sed quanquam me note premunt weſtigia divim, 


_ Luce autem canes Tetbyi reſtituor ; 

"as Non bu tam letor rebus,, quars me abfore ſemper, 
8 Abfore me 4 Domine wertice diſcrucior. 
(0 Syders cur retinent ? utinan coma regia fianss 
be Proxzimus Aruro fulgeat Erigone. 


14s Buc tho' all Night honour'd with Feet Divine , 
he And lodg'd with Terhys when I ceaſe to ſhine ; 
or Th” unequal Glory Baniſd I contemn , 
A Baniſh'd for ever from my Princely Dame. 
&- Ye Gods reſtore me to that Sacred Head, 

And let Ar&ure, unparted court his Maid ! 


l- Thijs Specimen, (which to be ſure has loſt nothing 
n. I inthe Latin Verſion) is of itſelf almoſt enough to 
5 I jultific Quinriliay, when he gives Callimachus the 
"n © Crown in Elegy *; and to ſhow that Propertius was 
'5 I not much out in his choice, when he pitch'd on 
0) Wl Him for his Pattern *. 

” There is indeed another paſſage in Propertius which 
* Bf ſeems co contradi& his former Judgment, and which 
it} i commonly alledg'd by thoſe who pretend to cen- 
d If lure Calimachw. It is in the Thirty third Elegy of 
© BF the ſecond Book, 


a Lib. 10. C. I, 
b Inter Callimanchi ſat erit placuiſſe libellos, 
Et ceciniſſe modis, pure potta, tus. 
Lib. 3. Eleg. 4. 
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Tus ſatis memorem Muſis imitere Philetam, 
Et non mflati ſomnia Callimact:i. 


Bur, You my Friend, court {weet Phileta's Muſs, 
And fly the Dreams of Swoln Callmmacbss. 


'Tis true by joyning non with inflati in the conſtrudi. 
on, the difficulty is eaſily folv'd, and the ſuppos'd &- 
tration turns into a Commendation, Bur 'cis much 
more rational to imagin that Properezes heie cenſure: 
lome particular Work of Cafimachbus (at preſent n 
extant) as bombaſt and extravagant ; adviſing his 
Friend to apply himſelf to ſome eaſier and more 
| — Labour. Scaliger judges che particular 

iece to have been the *A/lis which Martial ſcour 
as a hard obſcure buſinels ; and which Propertiw's 
Friend might then probably think of cranflating 
This Conjecture may be farther improv'd from 
hence, that in one of the old Epigrams in the 4» 
thologia, Callimachus is (uppos'd to have been honourd 
with the Commands of the Muſes in a Dream, for 
the undertaking that difficule Work. But whatever 
becomes of this point, it's impoſſible Properties ſhould 
deſign any general Refleftion ; ſince he declares it 
for his higheſt Wiſh, to be called the Roman Callims- 


chus *. 


— 
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a Vt noſtris tumefatia ſuperbiat Umbria libris, 
Umbria Romani patria Callimachi. 


APOLLIONIUS. 
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APOLLONIVUS. 


POLLONIUS was an Alexandrian, the Son of 

Hillews OT Silleus ; as we learn from Suidas, and 

from the old Scholiaſts ; and theſe are the chief Au- 

thoricies that can be expeed for the Stories of thoſe 

Poets, whom we reckon fo far inferior to the reſt in 
Age and in Wit, 

He ſtudied under the Care of Callimachus, but 
prov'd a very ungrateful Scholar to that Great Man. 
Which reproach, together with the Revenge it 
breught upon him, has been hinted in his Maſter's 
Lifz. By this, we cannot doubt, but that he was 
Born under Ptolemy Philadelphrs, and made his Fi- 
gure in the World, in the Reign of the Succeeding 
Prince, Ptolemy Euergetes. 

He compos'd his firſt Eſſay of the Argonautichs, 
in the raſh heat of his Youth; and, reading the 
Piece in publick, came off with very poor ſucceſs. 
The ſhame cf this Diſappointment, mortified him to 
ſuch a degree, that he leſt his Country, and retir'd 
to Rhodes, Here, reſolving to fix a conſiderable 
time, and ſetting up for a Profeſſor of Rhetorick, 
he ſoon found his Name chang'd from Apellonius of 
Alexandria, to Apollonius of Rbodian 5 which has pre- 
vail'd ever ſince, to the injury «f his Native City, 

As the chief deſign of his williul Baniſhment was 
to retrieve his Credit, by poliſzing his Work; fo he 
plied the Projet ſo hard at Rhboges, that _— 
compleated the Corre&ions and Improvements, a 
trying his Fortune once more in a Publick Recitati- 
on, he gave a general ſatisfaction to the People, and 


had the Honour co be made free Denizen of their 
M 3 City. 
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City. And then returning to Alexandris, and pub. 
liſhing his Poem, he was receiv'd with univerſal A 
probation, and metited the Reward of ſucteeding 
Eratoſt henes in the care of the Famous Library. 

We hear no more of him, but, (what is very ex. 
traordin-ry) that they buried him in the ſame Tomb 
with his faſter Callimachns. Either co make a feign'd 
Reconcilemznt after Death berween Perſons that 
could not brook any while they were living : Or to 
put a fair covering on the Quarrel, and to hide ir 
trom the knowledpe of Pofterity. 

1+ the Subject of Apollonics's Poem, be one of 
the INobleft and moſt celebrated Aftions of Anti. 
quiry, the Expedition in ſearch of the GOL DEN 
FLEECE, yet he has ſcarce the happineſs tobe 
rank'd with the Old Maſters of Epick Verſe. One 
great reaſon of his diſappointment, muft needs be the 
advantage Ovid has had of him, in coucking on the 
ſame Adventure : All Perfons being more inclin'd to 
hear an imperte&t Relation from a Gentleman, than 
ey bear the redious exactnels of a protek'd Scholar. 

Bur tho' in Contentions of the preſent Times che 

rtiality of the Judges be a fair Plea for a vanquiſh'd 

ival, yet it will not hold in Caſes that have been 
trying for many Ages together. A Thouſand Years 
once paſt over, leave nv more room for injuſtice, 
than they do for Envy : And whoever is worſted in 
{o long a Combat, muſt atribute the miſcarriage, not 
to the Credit of his Antagonift, but to his own De- 
fault. So that to aflign the reaſon, why the Poem of 
the Argonauticks 15 fo little in Mens Mouths, and fo 
much leſs in their hands, we ſhould not run to the 
Favour of Ord, but to the Failings of Apollonixs. 

It then Horace's Rule be true, of 


mediocribur eſſe Pottis 
Non Dis, non bomines, non conceſſere columne ; 
Apollonia 
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Aptllonins has no hard meaſure in being denied an 
honourable Place among the Poets, fince the ableſt 
Pleaders in his Defence, could never make him riſe 
above the middle way. Quinti/:an tells us, h2 wrote 
aquali quidam mediocritate, And tho' Longin gives 
him the fair Title of 4r/]&-, yet it's plain he can 
mean n9y more, but chat the Poet has fall'n into no 
groſs abſurdities, but kept an even courſe of Writing. 
For whatever ſome may make of that Epithet, it looks 
very Suſpicious that Longin deſfign'd it for no great 
Commendation ; fince he only brings in this Author, 
as an Example © confirm the Maxim, he had juſt 
lid down, that a middle Stile without any faults, is 
or ſo eligible as a lofrinefs attended with many de- 
$, 

It's probable, that what the two Grand Rhetori- 
cians thus deliver as their opinion concerning Apols- 
niws, Was intended to reach no farther than his 
Thought and Style. But had ir lain in ther way to 
ſpeak of his Condu&t and Contrivance, they would 
not, perhaps, have been more favourable Judges. 
For they could never have diſcover'd in him, the ad- 
mir'd Arts of Inſtitution and Mechaniſm, which 
they would put into the Definition of Epick Poely. 
And, as from the plain and unartificial courſe of the 
Action, they muſt have eſteem'd him a very Hi/fori» 
cal Poet 4 fo, they could not but have reckon'd him 
a very Poeticel Hiſtorian too, from the liberty he has 
taken in meaſuring the time of th: Adventure. 

Thus until a Second Rate be ad.nitted in Poetry, 
Apollonizs iis not like to get a place in the Liſt. Par- 
naſſus will be ſomething like S:/yph5ws's Mountain to 
hmm : if his Muſe cannot life him to the very Top, 
ſhe had as good never have carried him up hali-way; 
while the Criticks, not leſs ſevere than che Infernal 
Judges, cruelly thruſt him down again, and force 
him out of her Arms, 

M 4 Yet 
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Yet Apollopeus's Friends can never be driven to 
Deſpair, while their Poet is acknowledg'd to have 
ſe: Patterns for Virgil himſelf. As long as Dido own's 
h:r nzar Kindred co Medes, and Dares, and Emellus 
thcir reſemblance ro Amyens and Pollux , the eEncis 
will keep up the Name of the Argonavuticks in the 
World ; as accompliſh'd Statues and Paintings give 
a Value to their ruder Models ; or, as the Story of 
Great Heiozs ſuſtains the Memory of thoſe whom 
they conquer'd. 

For tho Scaliger's rigorous ſentence ſhould prevail, 
and the Latin Poet bz declar'd to have infinitely out- 
done the Grecian in every thing chat he borrow'd 
12m kim, yer, 


non tam 
Turpe ſuit winci quam contendifſe decorum : 


Ande/Enex mognt dextra cadis, ought to be as great 
a conſolation to a vanquiſh'd Poet, as to a dying 
Warrior, 


ARATUS. 
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RATVS. 


A 
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ARATYWUS. 


RATUS was born at So; *, a famous Ci 

2 of Cilicia founded by the Wile Solow * , and at- 
wards call'd Pompeipolis in honour of Pompey the 
Great ©, His Father's Name was Athenodorus and 
his Mother's Lenodors, or Letophila, as it is vari- 
ouſly written. He was Scholar to Dionyſius of He- 
racles, the Stoick : on the Principles of which SeR, 
— _ (as well as thoſe of Manilizs) are eſta- 

iſh'd. 

He wrote under the Patronage of Antigonas Sir- 
nam'd Gonaras King of Macedon ; who began his 
Reign in the Hundred and Twenty-fitth Olympiad, 
45 it is ſettled in Euſebiws, and not in the Hundred 
and fifth, as we find it corruptly in che Life of the. 
Poet commonly fer before his Works This Excel- 
lent Prince, beſides his General Encouragement of 
Learned Men ; is faid to have admicted Aratus into 
a particula; familiarity and eſteem. 

The ©1d Scholiaſts when they compile Aratus's 
Life, complain grieviouſly of a Story that was got a- 
broad, how King Antigmmw, meerly for the Jeſts 
ſake, commanded Him to writs of Heavenly Bodies, 
and Nicander of the Art of Medecine; whereas 
Nicander was an expert Aſtronomer, and Aratus a 
celebrated Phyſician, but both of them entire Stran- 


a Strab. L 14. 
b Dig. Laert. in Sol, 
£ Strabo |. 14. 


gers 
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to nz another's Arts, This Notion they grave” 


cheſe Two Poets, given in his Firſt de Oratore, 
where he reiks us, © Twas a confels'd Point among 
* the Learned, that Aratw, a Man utterly igno- 
* rant of Aſtrology had written moſt clegant Ver- 
&« ſos about the Heavens and the Stars; and that 
** Nicander of Colophon was behoiden for his Geor. 
« to his acquaintance with the Mules, not to his 


6 of che Country. 

If we omit here the Friendſhip Arerus maintain'd 
with T6eecritur, (which has been already hinted under 
that Pocts Hiſtory) we find no more of him ; only 
that he Corrected Homer's Odyſſey when it bad under- 
gone a deſperate Courle of Corruptions, and that he 
was ſent for into Syris by King Ancincber, to perform 
the lame Good Office tos the as *, 

His Work, which in many Old Editions paſſes 
for no more than a fingle Poem with the common 
Name of #AINOMENA , has been thought ſince to 
make two diftin& Pieces, the firſt only being call'd 
SAINOMENA , and the Second Entitul'd aroznuwera, 
The former is properly Aſtronomical, giving an 
account of the Situation and the AﬀeRion, of the 


a Vit. Grac. 
Heaven- 
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Heavenly Bodies ; the other Aſtrological, ſhow- 
ing the PR Influences, ariſing from their va- 
rious diſpoſitions, and relations. Yet whoever con- 
fiders the Noble Beginning 'of the Phananns, and 
the plain enmance on the Dieſemeis wichout any 
Formality or Addreſs ; will ſtill conclude them to 
be one Poem divided into T'wo Books. 

The late ſta/;an and French Crieicks, extremely 
deſpiſe this Performance : becauſe the Subje& of it, 
according to their Notions, is not properly Poeti- 
cal. Yet Cicero could tell us that Arete compos'd 
Ornatiſſimo: atque optimos werſus, moſ# Polite, and moſt 
Excellent Verſes : Yet Qummtilian could declare, © that 
* tho* the Matter of his Work want's Motion, 
* having no Variety, no Paſſions, no Perſon that 
* ever makes a Speech; yet he has fully anſwer'd 
* his Argument, which was all that he propos. 

Indeed, as the Honours done che Poet by the 
favours of King Antigonus, by the Labour of no lels 
thaa Farty Greek Scholiaſts, and above all by the 
Verſions and Illuſtrations of Germanicus Ceſar, and 
of Tully; are lufficient Proofs what a Value An- 
tiquity ſet upon his Compoſitions: So he is not 
altogether to ſeek in what may recommend him as 
forcibly to Modern Taſts, and to a new Reputati- 
on. For tho' the Dodtrine of the Stars Dominion 
in Heaven, be almoſt as much out of faſhion, as the 
Stories how they came thicher ; and tho' fzw will be 
at the pains to read on a Subje&t which they eſteem 
but cramp Nonlence; yet Aratus bas in ſome mea- 
ſure provided againſt that Misfortuns, by introdu- 
cing his Work, with ſuch a Strain of Sence, of Wit, 
and vf Religion z as if it does not charm Men to look 
quice thro* the Poem, yet will engage them to al- 
low that firft Eſſay the Praiſe of an entire Labour. 
I: cannot be amils to ſet ic down in this place ; - 
caulce 
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cauſe few Readers go any farther, and all ought to 
go thus far. 
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FOVE claims our opening Lays ; by Morral Strain 
Neer to be miſs'd, neer ro be let unſung. 

ove, with Erernal Influence diffus'd, 

ls the wide Compals of exrended Thin 
His Hand the Spatious Earth compacted Folds 
Mark'd into various Tracks : nor, with lefs force 
Binding, unites the Giddy Maltirudes 
In o_ and Tribes. Blown by Hes Breath, the 


Heaves up irs liquid Vaſtneſs; or, more tame, 

Sinks in low Ports, and licks the crooked Shore. 

Fove with a Common Maintenance ſupplies 

His Human Sons : the num=7ous Family 

Live on their Univerſal Father's Store. G 
ct 
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Yet He, unus'd to feed an idle Race, 

Points out their Work ; and to their _ Tasks 

Prompting, by Hungers Admonition, calls. 

He ſhows us, when the ripen'd Soil demands 

The Spade, or labouring Oxen : when the Plants 

Crave a new Seat ; and when the hopeſul Seed, 

In Seafon caſt, with quick Increaſe will thrive. 

Him —— ficſt, Him laſt we praiſe, and 
ve 

With earlieſt Offerings, and concluding Vows. 

Hail Father | Hail Ecernal Micacle, 

Ecernal Help ! and Hail ! Ye Fove's Firſt-born ! 

Sweet Muſes Hail | while Heaven my Voice em- 


ploys, ; 
(If not unworthy I implore Your Aid) 
Aſliſt, and raiſe my Numbers to my Theme. 


Tis true indeed, that according to the exaft ni- 
cety of Rules, it is not eſteem'd good Policy in 
a Poet, to open all his Strength and Riches at ths 
firſt ſhow. But perhaps that im is to be under- 
ſtood only of Grand and Heroical Defigns ; not of 
thoſe plainer Subjets, which being unable co ſu 
port themſelves by any real Worth and G þ 
may be uſher'd in with ſome inviting Addrefs. Even 
in Poetical Buildings it is not abſurd, to make the 
Front, the nobleſt Piece of the Work ; when the 
Beauty of that, is to cover the diſadvantage of the 
other Parts, which ſtand farther out of common 
ſight and notice. 

dry neg the happy dependance of all 
Natural things on the Counſels of Heaven, is coti- 
felsd to be the higheſt Subjet of a Chriſtian's 
— as well asof a Poets; Aratws his Name is 
not likely co be loſt, while Piety and = 
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Elpecially, ſince we find one of his Sentences ho- 
nourd with a place in the Bſpir'd Writmgs *, his 
Wit cannot now have a Ghorter Period than the 
Glorious Bodies it deſcribes * : And, if one may 
fay fo without indecency, the Situation of St. Paul 
will confirm the Prophecy of Ocid 
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NICANDER. 


lcander was a Colophonian, as not only Swidas, but 

Tully and Macrobins call him. "Therefore T- 
naquil Faber had no reaſon to pals ſuch a hard cen- 
fare on Suidas for not making him a Native of 
Claros. Ie's true he calls himſelt a Clarian at the end 
of one of his Pieces now extant, and at the begin- 
ning of the other. But "twas uſual with the Men 
of Colophon to borrow an Epithet from their Neigh- 
boring City, which the Temple of Apollo Clarius 
made fo renown'd in the World : as may hereafter 
be obſerv'd in the Story of Antimachus, concerning 
whom, the French Critick has publiſh'd the ſame 
miſtake. 

Nicander liv'd in the time of Atralws the laſt King 
of Pergamws; who lefe the Roman People Heirs to 
his Kingdom: that is, about the 16oth Olympiad. 
He was famous for the triple Profeflion of Phyſick 
Grammar and Poeſie : and has a vaſt number of 
Pieces in Proſe and Verſe, attributed to him in An- 
cient Authors, which are reckon'd up by Voſſiws in 
his Fourth Book de Hifforicis Grecis. 

In all probability the Muſes had the leaſt ſhare in 
his Fame. For tho' Cicrro indeed commends his 
Georgicks, as a Work of a very happy Vein, yet in 
his common Character, his Learning runs much 
higher than his Wit. The ewo ſurviving Poems of 
the Theriaca and the Alexipbarmaca, (both ſpent in 
the ſame general Subject of providing againſt the 
miſchiefs of poyſonous Creatures, tho* by differenc 
Medecines) are manifeltly intended more for In- 

ſtructiog 
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ſtruction than Delight ; more for the affiſtance of 
the Memory, than the entertainment of the Fanc 
_ Ear, or =p _ infllby Ik 
his among it His pretenG 
ons were not ſupported by a juſter Credit, obtain'd 
on other accounts : every Tribe being deſirous of 
admi a Great Man their Protefſion, with- 
_ GE COY Runge or no he under. 
ſtands the particular Buſineſs of their Arr. 
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DIONYSFUS the Periegetick. 


IONTYSIUS fcetus much happier than the other 
D Grecian Poets of thoſe later Times, in having 
his Hiſtory recorded by an Author of Credt. Pliny 
in his Natural Hiſtory, ſpeaking of the Perſian Alex- 
andrea, (afterwards call'd A4ntioch and at laft Char- 
rax) conld not but take that occation of paying his 
Reſpeds to a Perſon who had fo much oblig'd him, 
and whom he profeties to follow above atl Men in 
the Geographical Part of his Work. He tells us 
then, © That Dion7ſias was"'a Native of this Alex- 
* andria; and that he had rhe Honour to be fenc 
« by as Ceſar, to furvey the Eaſtern part of 
* the World, and to mat: Reports and Obſervati- 
* ons abour irs Stare and Condition, for the uſe of 
* che Emperor's Eldeſt Sori, who was at that time 
* preparing an Expedition into Armenia ; Parthia 
* and Arabia *. | 

This is all the certaict infarmation we have con- 
cerning Dionyfiar's Peron and Aﬀeaits : and this is in- 
hnieely preferable tro the longeſt Legends of the 
Schaliatts: And yet it has nut been faſficient to 
hinder the vanity of the Critical Diſputes about his 
Age. For we find Bartbics placing him nnder rhe 
Antonimi; Salmaſiut under the Emperor Seweras ; 
and Scaliger abulng Old Eftatbias 25 « Dreamer, 
becauſe he had fincied him a Writer of the Aanguftan 
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imes. They all ſome colour for their 
Opinions, from that Verſe of the Author where 


—G par icy erad\ey , 


will have that to be underfliood of thoſe later 
—_—_— 


y oblerv'd, that P 
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at He had a Genius 'capable of more fublime Un. 
makings, and that he conſtantly made the Muſzs 
Companions and the Guides of his Travels , 
y he did not divert himſelf wich cheir finer Con- 
on every occaſion. Now not to inſiſt on his 
ans of the Iland Lexce inhabiced by de- 
1 Heroes *; of the Terrible and Monſtrous 
5 in Toprobens * z of the poor Scythians that 
le by the Meotick Lake ©» the account of him- 
when he comes to deſcribe the Caſpian Sea *; 
the Swans and of the Bacchanals on the Banks 
elle 6 , and many more of the fame ſtrain ; 
be Argument enough of the Excellency of his 
qty only fer down the concluding ſtroke 
ork: 


FT = 


os . 


= 52.8880 


Theme ab? xd]d yales \aripra]er drSpec Tac. 

Abrau oF Ir3s * 3s xa7” "Tipe dev ]as 

Meier , is ux &v ms denpadins a29p4ucon. 

roars ire 5 208i fre mire Jvas)au. 
Aur} þ x; aye RjptiAre Toprelrase 2 

Kat pavoy dif uer hear dunrgirrow Tundorrs 

Adroi # lumds mile Bis HMuxunegsTo 

Avia Haxciras\s. SnAnperes]e dS" nag 

Mai cer tw mivlew x; reigy'o Badvins. 

To #2 x dxadiny puops ory Dany indon. 

H Af FB awnd T4 2; dporivcrs Tiradlat , 

H 5 ziaaonſign. # df" dpuporipey Md24 mapehy. 

Aba St ad07 as. Ts  winas ipegodle ave, 

Ourouc dr5pur::; vregytia mitle Tirox|as. 


ES Dan WATEHRHTTFS:A HSON0GCDTS 


N 2 Tuds 


179 


io 


\ 


The Lives and Charaitrs of the 
Tue 5 raogyi T4 o; ein wal rains view , 
Thile 7 Sxaariio, »; ings updle marre , 
Ket wilewal, wprral T4, x, pin Brower 1c. 
His mien 1h inibeniur due Sradorw , 
Hiv 4 bovger oxahity Theyr, dad wat jure 
AuTor a pargper ddr in din, 


Theſe Nobleſt Trains the Spacious Regions hold 

The Nobleſt theſe : but Millions yet untold 

Stray here, ſtray cthare 2bout th" immealur 
Vaſt ; 


And Mortal Art in vain attempts the reſt. 
Th' Ecernal Natures can alone preſent 

Will without Rule, and Power without reſtrai 
They _u the Chaos, round the World Ur 


Firſt deign'd theic Golden to turn. 
They _ om = pp cape Rod 
And broke the Lawle6 Empire of the Flood 
Plac'd the Great Aids of Human Life and Carr 
—_ and gict the whecling Sphere »! 
tars. 
They the wide Earth among their tavourite R: 
_— align'd che wrangling Tribes tt! 
ce. 


Some in Dry Tratts they gave a baundlefs Scer 
And ſome impriſon'd ia the circ Maio. 
From - the different Soils Temp 
take, 
One's chalky White, and one a miry Black; 
One turns a motly Turf: one red with Veins 
Of Native Paint, the Mimick Art maintains: 
Unlike the reſt : as that Almighty Mind 
Scaiters the wvariows Bleſſings of Mankind. 
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And now, farewel to Nature's rugged Face, 
Iſlands, and Continents and Sacred Seas. 


Farewel ye rowling Streams, ye mazie Rills, 
Ye Naked Fauncains, and ye Thaggy Hills 

For now Great Ocean's Circuit have we run, 
And over Earths wide wandring ways have 


gone. 

Bur x thoſe Powers whom all the Frame o- 
$ 

Sthifle of their Poet, and reward his Lays. 
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OPPIAN. 


PPIAN was Born at Anetarbus a City of Ci 
Hz according to moſt of the Ancient accounts 
aq COINS ang ms ether 
im, fix Coryews the Poet's Birth-place 
miſtake is evident from a paſſage in the 
_— Halieatichs *, oy len to 
inguiſh his own Country-men their 
bours the Corycians ; tho” not fo clear 
- Glance it might give ſorne colour to that con- 
j:cture. 

The time of his Birth, is as unſertl'd, as we ge 
nerally find ſuch matters. But it's certain that Sa 


i5 = £ 


f 
48% 


very | Fioning ſhows them to have been thas ad- 
dref'd ? For all know that there paſs'd above Thi 
Years berween thoſe Emperors. And yet the 
Learned Editor of his Works Ritterbuſiss has made 
as great a ſlip on the other hand, by fixing his Birth 
in the Reign of Severw, For, that taking in only 
the Compals of Eighteen Years ; it is very unlikely 
he ſhould at ſuch an Age finiſh and preſent his Heb 
exticks, as (we are certain he did)in the Life-time of 
that Emperor. The middle way then, mu 


a Ver, 105, "artler 4 wrire, Ac 


= 
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hopebis as tobe tn Gofemce por 
's Reign ;z which cannot be charg'd with the 
like ablurdizies as che ocher Opinions. 

His Father Ageſtleaws is recorded to have been 
eminent for his Learning and Wiſdom, and no leſs 
np ym me ym yh i — 
50 t Oops ps & greater e 
any of his Pr the poliſhing hi with 
all the Arts and Accompliſhments of Human Know- 


led 

He had (carce finiſh'd the entire courſe of his Stu- 
dirs, when an accident diverted thera for 
the preſent, to make them afterwards the more il- 
luſtrious. The Emperor Severs:, taking a Progreſs 
thro' Cilicis, honour'd Anetorber, among other Ci- 
ties with a Viſit. Now at the Proceflion that was 
made to receive him, the Magiſtrates waiting on 
him in their Formalities ; Old Ageſilexr, as a greater 
Philoſopher than a Courtier , was the Man 
miſſing at che ity, This peice of di 
the Emperor reſented fo highly, as to baniſh the 
old Gentleman into the Iſland Makes ; whither his 
Son likewiſe went, the voluntary Companion of his 
Troubles. 

Bur He, with a Fate not uncommon to the Men 
of his Profefhon, ow'd his to his Misfortunes. 
For endeavouring, under this Confinement to 
amuze hjmiclf and his Father with the diverſions 
of Poetry : He began, after ſome fortunate attempts 
in that way, to conceive hopes of allaying the Em- 

or's Diſplealure by the ſame means as had lef- 

'd the Effects of ir. To this purpoſe he engag'd 
in the Haliewticks, dedicated to that Emperor's Son, 
the deſign of which Work he thus gives us himſelf ac 
the entrance on ir. 
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The Nations of the Sea, the Finny Train 

Of Slaves, that own fair Ampbitrice's Reign, 

To Thes, Great Antoninus, I'll rehears, 

Fower wo the World Supreme! Nor ſhall my 
Forget _ Chryſtal Haunts, or where they 


, 
Or where they Lodgez or how they raile thei 
Breed ; 
_—_ the Sea with cheic moiſt Marriages, 
Propagations of the Scaly Race. 
I'll ſing their various Life : what Paſſions move 
Their chilly Hearts co Quarrel, what to Love, 
Tell how the Tackle, how the Plors are laid, 
And the cold Secrets of the Watry Trade. 


From the Greek accounts of his Life, commonly 
prefix'd ro his Works, 'tis impoſlible to determine, 
whether he took his Journey co Court preſently af- 
ter the finiſhing of his Haltwtick: ; or whether his 
Verſ:s of Hunting, and perhaps other pieces were 
not offer'd at the ſame time: tho* they Generally 
ſzem more inclin'd to favour the laſt Conjeure. 
Yet if we conſider what Sozomen the Ecclefraſtical 
Hiſtorian has obſerv'd, that Severus was alive when 
the firſt Preſent was made to his Son Anrcrinw, and 
did himſelf order the Reward ; and wi.ta;, hat in 
£6 


ay 
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the Poem of Fiſhing, Oppian compliments both Fa- 
ther and Son as then Ce ite joint Power ;: 
and that in-the Poem of the ſame Addref; 
is not ud : we mighe conclude with fome appear- 
ance, that the former Work only was offer'd to 
Ant onenus c_ his Father's Life; and the other 
where he was tefc in ſole poſſeſſion of the Empire. 

Buc then, if we venture a ſecond RefleRion, and 
lay before us the conſtant tradition of the Anthar's 
dying 'ſoon after 'his Journey to Court, and never 
find any more Journies mention'd than one; we 
muſt be forc'd in fome meaſure to recede from this 
deciſion; and to believe that the Cynegetick: were 
never-preſented with the Poets own hands. 

However this matcer is to be ſetled, the conſe- 
quence of his Journey comes generally atteſted and 
agreed on. That the Emperour, being raviſh'd 
with the Beauty and Art of his Compoſitions, it 
the firſt place order d him a Piece of Gold for eve- 
ry Verſe ; and then promisd him the Grant of an 
farther Favour he ſhould demand. This laſt Happi- 
neſs ſarniſt'd him with an opportunity of recalling 
his Father from Baniſhment ; and was piouſly em- 
ploy'd to that good Purpole. But he did not live 
long co enjoy the Bleffing he had reſtor'd. For - 
a fatal Peſtilence at Anazarbus (wept him away 
among the Multitude , foon after his return, and 
quiet ſettlement chere : he having reach'd no more 
than the Thirtieth Year of his Age. He was In- 
terr'd with the higheſt Honours 5; and had a No- 
ble Statue erected to his Memory, with this Inſcrip- 
tion. 
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OPPIAN, the Mauſe's Pride, I liv'd; but Fats 
Hurrying me off, forbad the double Height 

Of Age and Fame. Yet would the Dooming Maid 
Her haſty Stroke in kindneſs have delay'd, 
"Till Years had fix'd, what Nature's Force begun 
Not Human Race had ſhown a Greater Son. 


We have at preſent only his Poems of the Opneee 
tick; and the Haliewticks, of Hunting and Fiſhing ; t 
Third which he is {aid to have compos'd on the Art 
of Fowling, being yet vainly expe&ed from the 
ltelion Libraries, where it was long ſince thoughe to 
be buried. 

The drineſs of his Subjets, tho it offends ſome 
Modern French Caiticks, yet has not hindred him 
from being eſteem'd by more knowing Judges, as 
an Author little Inferior in Fancy, Art Lan- 
guage, to the muſt celebrated Maſters in the Gree: 
a Strain. His va't numbers of alluſions and com- 

ions, as they would have ſhown his Wit in any 
Det: lo they give an <qual proof of his Judge- 
ment too, while they are appii'd coThemes that ſtood 
ſo much in need of thois Ornaments. The begin- 
ning and the ending ſtrokes of caci Poem have ſome- 
thing of fo great a Spirit and Turn, as ſhow him 
to have had a Genius for much more Heroical Ac- 
cheivemens in Verle, Tie firſt Lines of the Hs 
lieuticks having been already fer down, it will not 
be improper to add the two other Addreſſes to the 
Emperor, at the Entrance of the other Poem, and 
at the Concluſion of that. 
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To Thee, Blefs'd Antonine, I form my Lays, 
Stay of the World and of th' «£nean Race ; 

To Thee, Sweet Off-ſpring of th' Auſonien Foe, 
With whom th" Immortal repaid his Love ; 
(The Happieſt Bride, che Happieſt wn © 


In the Beſt Lord, and in the Faireſt Son 
Aſſyria's Venws, an unchanging Moon. ) 

orthy to Grace the high Seturniean Stemm , 
(Titan give aid, and Phebw guide my Flame.) 
Whom the Great Father with his Sov vralge nk, 
Form'd to controul the Main, and rule the Land. 
For Thee fair Earth her annual Harveſt yield's, 
Theti for thee the ſcaly Nations feed's. 


For Thee wide Streams their floating Wealth 
convey, 
And pleas'd Awrore (miling bring's the Day. 


The 
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fights as ntay perhaps feem too Youth- 
fal in the former Sptcknen, Pr, 


Tic? idiny , ramen Niels , This Sad: 
Sol £ aid roes Af digs Env ores , 
llouwvourwe rreghfor x, ihnvTiperety dirs, 

Aiet #* gtubrom rr aielÞs Staten , 

Taths 7 dayinudle Nerelhor Uol]s 
*Avpdlrt©& ,' bite Trina vighe qurderwr. 


Thus I what Works the watry Realms conceal 
To Thee, foves Sreprerd Churge, in Verſe re- 
veal. 


But may thy Ships on eafie Wayts he born ; 
And may the Winds (till change for their return. 
Large Tribatts tny the fruitful Seas afford 
In living Sabjects to their Romes Lord. 
While Neprane's Arms fair Nacures Springs main- 
tain, 
) And keep the World ſecure for Cſa's Reign. 
is admirable Leſſons of Morality on all occaſions, 
ially - moſt wiſe and — — the 
beginning of the Second Book of rhe Haliemticks, on 
the weakneſs of Mankind in the ſmalleſt maners, 
without the influence and the afliftance of Heaven 
fhow-bim ts have been one of the moſt rational and 
beſt Princip!l'd Heathens ; and that his Works are a- 
tot us nbbler ſecrets, than the Myſteries of 
and of — Twas this ſpirit of crue 
Philoſophy , that made not fo much as mention 
his own Misfortunes in Pieces which were compos'd 
to procure their redrels; except juft once to inſiſt = 
the 
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the Miſeries of Baniſhment , when the ſubjet made 
it almoſt neceſlary. 

To conclude , as he came into the World , when 
Poeſy was going off the Stage, fo he made the belt 
uſe of his Pr ors Labours in both Languages ; 
whereas the Elder Grecian Poets had only their own 
Countrymen for their Guides and their Examples. 
And, without doubt when Fulus Scaliger fo often 
gives him the firſt in the Tribe of Greece, it's 
chiefly for this reaſon, becauſe he has taken care to 
be largely indebted to Virgil; and by not miſemploy- 
ing = Treaſures, has ſhown that he deſery'd to bor- 
row them. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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ining thoſe, whoſe Great Names and Credit 
arrivd at our Age; tho' their Writings 
for the. mos ot loft, : 


7 x. *£1©"7 


"LINVs 


" E has the Honour to be reckon'd the firft 
Man in the Poetic Story ; tho' * P auſani- 
«: afſures us, that he eicher never made 


= ſide, * (age Cn Arg gr's Nc I Da he wrote 
ongue, e 
ous dare For this, and many wor 
yy con there were 
iy rtf my ous for Muſic and for 
Verſe, and ſo Suldes has (cvtermin 'd. Bur their No- 
> 4 ment - — - NONE 


a Miwwfe. p. 585; b Libs. kay 
We Aa 


any Verſes, Ha of Pottriy.” On the Af) 
Ce es he Hf of Potter, On the © ® 
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ries are ſo confounded, that 'tis i le to diſtin- 
iſh the Adventures of one from thoſe of the ocher, 
hor SL Elder what others 
report of the Younger : and _— —_ 
nn es og the 
enjoy'd in other Relations. Perhaps, many Ae 
count that the Great $ ſeems to acknowledge 
but one Linw; and reprehend:; * Exſebias, 
for doubling him. Indeed the moſt famous of the 
two has drown'd the Credit of his Name-ſake, s 
much as his Scholar Hereale: did the Glory of the 
other Heroes of that Name. And therefore as all the 
Actions of thoſe Worthies are actribured to the 
Grand Herewles ; {o whatever Linav's there may have 
been in the World, they make but one Character and 
one Hiſtory. 
MM. . then = either Eg or as moſt agree 
Thebes, Son to 4 « Terpfichore c, or by * bs 
mathe ; or elle to p {<A by * Uranis, or 
Mercury by the ſame Lady *. He paſſes for the firſt 
of the Grecians who inveated Rhimes and Melody : 
and for this reaſon Virgil has done him the Honours 
make him Chief Officer to -the Mules on the Aonien 
Mount, and depured by them to latroduce and Com- 
Gallus, 


Us Linus bc ili;, &c. Eglog. 6. 


His three Famous Scholars were Herecwles, I 


and Orpbeas, of che two 
laſt, al arptios Agog Mar ery Bf firſt ; w 
being corredted once by his Maſter, Sod Bon 


to knock out his Brains, with the Harp which be- 


Tho? others make Linar 


Apollo, for daring to 
bx Verſe ». 


>. awkardly managi 
to have been killd at 
contend with him in Mu 

2 In Euſch. ad Num. DXCVII. b Suid. c _—_— Enſeb, &c. 


d Suid, & Pauſan. f Suid. & Panſan. g Suid. > 
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The Old Grecian: were ſo troubled at the loſs of their 
admir'd Maſter, as to introduce a ſolemn Cuſtom of 
Death. And Year, before they 
ir uſual Sacrifices to the Muſes on Mount 
ficſt perform'd the Annual Obſequies 
of Linas ; for that purpoſe had a Statue, and a 
of an Altar erected to Him in that Place *: 
Tomb being in the Temple of Apollo Lycins at 
. » Homer alludes to the Cuſtom of lamenting 
in folemn Verſes, when among ocher fine Sto- 

ved on Achiller's Shield, he fancies the Fi- 
a Boy ſinging to his Harp the Praiſe of Linas. 


Toiow I" © wicoun mis gogury ſt ryan 
"Ighe whites, Alver S" ied x9adv ded. 
Armin corn. Iliad. 18. 


Here @ fair Youth bis al I : 
Whis bu oft Vice enbeyy Lincs ng.* 


For tho' =o nm rn ron ret 
common Interpreters, yet we have 
* Panſanias to underſtand it of Linus the Poet. 
Bur in one thing that moſt exact Hiſtorian ſeems 
to be miſtaken ; and that is, when he cells us, that the 
lorrow for Linw's Death was ſo univerſal as to pierce 
: where they mourn'd his Fate in a 
at ſer Times ©. For ic 
ans had 


had all the while a dif- 
reaſon for their Publick Sorrow ; and bewail'd 


z Panſan Beotic. p. $84. b Idem in Corinth, p. 118. c Bee, 
fic. p. 58s. d $54- 
Aavz2 the 
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the Death of one of their own Young Princes; un- 
der the Name of the Grecian Poet, who had given 
occaſion to the firſt Ceremony of that Nature among 
his own Countrymen *. 

Ie ſeems the Thebans - 5 +, his Reliques as 
well as the Argives: and t a Story a 
them, that win King Phi +. Son to anits, be 
defeated the Grecians at ones , he was admo-. 
niſh'd, in ſome extraordinary Viſion, to carry away 
Linns's Bones : but that being afterwards counter- 
manded by another Viſion, be took care to return 
them ſafe to * Thebes. Yet in Pawuſaniass A 
confeſs'd, that Time hat worn out all the Marks of 
his Sepulchre <. 


ORP HEVUS. 


vv Hoever has read the Charming Story of Or 
phems in Virgil, and the moſt ingenious Appli- 
cation of ir by m Bacon ; will be fure to de- 
ſpiſe a grave Relation of his Life, and a dull De- 
cription of a fancied Hero. But the Poers would 
cake ir very ill, if the Great Improver of their Art 
ſhould Himſelf paſs for a Fable. And tho'* Ariforl 
is faid to have affirm'd that there was never any fuch 
Man in the World ; yet there are Memorials enough 
in Authors of Credit, to prove him not only a real 
Perſon, bur cne of the moſt conſiderable of Anti- 
quity. 
As to his Age, a Great Man who has had occa- 
a Vid. Herodet. Lib. 2. cap. 79. b Paxſan. Boetic. p. 585. c Ibid. 
a Till. de Nat. Der. | 1. 
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tely to make uſe of his Philoſophy, concludes 


fion lat 
that he flouriſhed ſoon after the Times of Moſes. * In- 
deed Euſebius expreſly ſets him down cotemporary 


Gideon : Suidas extravagantly carries him 
en 


with 
450 Generations higher than the Trojan War. 


Report runs for his being born at Zebetbre in 
Thrace 5 and Calliope the Muſe is pitch'd on for his 
Mother : tho' he has reaſon to claim the Title of 
Father of all the Chorus, as he is ſtifd by the Father 
of all our Learning. 

. As the Superſticion of the Old Heachens is com- 
monly charg'd on the Powers of Poetry ; 
muſt be concent to bear the _ of the firſt Inven- 
tion, if he aſpires to the Glory of the ſecond. It's a- 
greed, that, after a long Courſe of the deepeſt Stu. 
dies, and an c— , Skill in the — 
Theology ; he Travell'd into Fygypr, and bringin 
thence oſt of their Magick Rites, and ſtrange x 
remonies of Worſhip, he eſtabliſh'd them in * Greece, 
Some knowing Perſons have ingeniouſly defended 
him under chis Cenſure; while they tell us, that he 
found it impoſlible to reclaim and inftrut a Brutiſh 
and Unthinking- People, any other way, than by 
the groſſeſt Notions of Religion ; and by ſuch odd 
Cuſtoms and Ways of Publick Worſhip, as mighe 
make the greateſt Impreflion on their Sences. Thar, 
in the mean time, he abhorr'd the Polytheiſm he in- 
troduced ; and before his Death recanted all his Ab- 
furd Dorines, in thoſe Points © But while the 
Truth of this Apology is fo very uncertain, and lies 
under fuch heavy ſuſpicions, there's no need to ad- 
vance him to fuch a pitch of true Holineſs, in oppo. 
fition to the General Cenfure of his Idolatry and Im- 
poſtures. Nor will the flight excuſe of Sic 


a Archeolog. Philoſoph. pag. 121. b Diodor. Sic. L. 4. p. 162. 
Pauſan Enſeb. 8c, c Vid. Archeolog, Philoſoph. p. 121. 


Aa 3 magnis 


qpe—ay xo 
bas O& vitts feds deterruit Orpheus, 
Dittus ob boc lenire Tigres rabidoſque Lowes. 


i d than Human Power, 
 rpotgroag bf rnd tame Savage Beaſts; 
_— and as Wild as they ; 


'Tis not i that his Muſick and his Verſes 
had a large in this Glorious Atcheivement : 
And 'twas to them too he ow'd the On ng 


ration is ſtill perform'd in Verſe. 

Wes are little concern'd with the 
Orpbexs, or with his Civil Inſtitutions, any farther 
than they were oblig'd to his Nobler Faculty of Har- 


a Archeolog. Philoſoph. pag, 120. b Ar. Pot, Ver 391- 
mony 
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Enqui 
lating the Courſe of his parti 
us with thoſe General Teſtimonies of his 
his Worth, which have been already 


of his Death is more talk'd of, and 
the Charge of the Thracion Dames. 
the Womens Quarrel with him, was 
by his drawing their Husbands after him, 
as he paſt thro' the Country. Having reſolv'd on his 
Murder, they dar'd not attempt it, till the Bowl had 


—_ _—__—— ir'd them with Cou- 
rage for the Fat *, Which gave the Hine to the 


God. 

The Macedonians, who in Paxſaniar's time, inha- 
biced the Country at the foot of the Mountain Pieria, 
and poſſeſs'd the City Dion, affirm'd that Orpbexs 


was torn in peices by the Women, in that 
Place : There ſtanding at about Forty Fur 
ſtance from the City towards the Mount, a x 
with a Stone Urn on the top, {aid to contain the 
Bones of che Poet, The River Helicon juſt by this 
place was obſerv'd to fall under Ground, and to riſe 
_= at a conſiderable diſtance. 2 of 

eople thereabouts, was, that anciently the River 
run all along with an open Current ; but that, when 
the cruel Dames would have waſh'd off Orphear's 
Blood in its Stream ; it immediately ſupprefs'd it's 
Waters,leaſt they ſhould contribute to the expiation of 
bo horrid a Crime. There are two other accounts of 


P Bavtic. 86, 
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his Death. The Firſt makes him to dave periſh 

by « Thanderhei, Poghing w diet 
to Mankind, which Heaven 


mo 


- back, and find. 
ing bimlelf miſtaken, was {o aſham'd of his Folly, a 
e his own Murtherer *. 
er Works he might leave behind him, it 
was candguded as ng ag as Arsftotle's time, that 
there were none of G——_— Remains in the 
World. Moſt of the Poems under his Name +( mas 
ny of which we megt with in oy iators, large 
jtian of the Grecian Writers in Epic. Verſe) are 
adjudg'd to one Onemacritzs, who flourith'd near the 
time of Pi/ftrats ; berween the Goth and the 7 7th O- 
yarns Not bur that ſome of cheſe Peices might hare 
for their Author ;5 ſince Sides: reckons 
five of the ſame Name, "all Poets : Bur then 
A Characters are periſh'd tho' ſome of their 
have been prager'Cs as his Character 
yg 'd to attone he loſs of his Wri- 


tings. 


4 Ibid. Pag. $87. 
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MUS EZ#VUSs. 


Rk AUſca, hke his ewo Famous Predeceſſors, has 
M reach'd our Times with no certain Teſtimo- 
nials, bur thoſe of an admir'd Name, and a general 
Praife, - He is faid to have been ar * atleaſt, 
if not Son to * Orphew : and was like him too 
efteem'd « Prophet, as well as a Poet, For Strabo 
puts him among the Mdrr« whom he reckons up in 
the Sixecenth Book of his Geography. And © Pauſe: 
#as, making him one of Xynopeantyer , fays, that he 
himſelf had ſeen forme of his Preditions. He had 
the Honour to be Pricft to Ceres, and ' Preſident of 
Her Elenſmnien Myfteries at Athens : on which account 
© Diodorss makes Hercales wait upon him in his Tra- 
vels, to be initiated in thoſe holy Ceremonies. 

He propos'd Orphbews as his Pattern in all things : 
And therefore would not pur in for the Prize at the 
Pythian Games, to be beftow'd on him who ſang the 
beſt Hymn to Apollo 5 becauſe Orpheus had declin'd 
that Honour im *. 

At Athens within the Old Bounds of the City, 
over againſt the Acropols, ſtood a little Hill where 
Muſeu us'd to ſing his Verſes, and where he was 
afterwards Buried. It ſeems, it was at laſt, curn'd into 
a Fortification, and call'd * Muſeum. 

* Pau{enias delivers it as his Opinion, that the 
Peices commonly attributed to Muſeu: in his Time, 
were the Works of Onomacritus, and that there were 
no certain remains of Muſeus, except his Hymn to 
Ceres. 


a Suid, b Died. Sic. L. 4. p. 162. c In Phicic. p. 632. d L4 
p- 162, © Panſan, Phocic. p. 620, i Attic. p. 45. g Ibid-p. 39+ 
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in the Liſt of Soldiers; and to them the 
Wives of thoſe Citizens who died in the War. And 
when this laſt ignoble ſhift prov'd ineffeftual, the 
Spartan Kings were refolv'd to lead back the Relicks 
of their Army ; and to conſult at home about ſome 
bereer meaning of the Oracle's Advice. To hinder 
this fatal Deſign, Tyriaws began to exert all his Spiri 
arid all his Infination : And at laſt by his 
Lectures of Honour and Courage, deliver'd in moy- 
ing Vers to the Army ; he raviſh'd them to fach 
> Dawes with the thoughts of dying for their Coun- 
ery ; that bding all bent on another Attack, and at 
the fame time, as it were, fure of falling in che En- 
counter: every Soldier bound a lictle Plate of Braf 
about his Arm, with an Inſcription giving an ac- 
tount of his Name and Family ; for the uſe of thoſe 
whoſhwid have the Care of their Interment. And 
* how, ruſhing on with a furious Tranſport to meet 
the Enemy, who came out of the City on the De- 
fiance ſent them ; aſter a moſt Bloody Field, che 
Viaory'fell to the Lacedamonians : and the Revol- 
ters were oblig'd to be ſatisfied with their Ancient 


Sabjeaion *. And thus, 


When, by Impulſe from Heaven, Tyrtzus ſung 
In dreoping Soldiers a new Courage ſprung. 
Reviving Sparta, row the Fight mamtam'd ; 


* My Lord And wha: Iwo Generals Loit, « Poet Gain'd *. 
Ro/commoen. 


Tyrtaw return'd to Sthens with the ſurprizing 
News of his ſucces, and with the Honourable Title 
of Free Denizen of Sparta, which had been confer'd 
on him among the Rewards of his Service *. 

It's anwuſual confuſion in Authors to attribute ſome 
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things of another Meſſenian War, to this in which 
Tyrtews was engag'd. Neicher is it well decided whe- 
he acted in the Twenty Years Seige, which 
firſt brought Meſſene into the Hands of the Spartans ; 
or upon the Revolt of that City under the Command 
of Ariftomenes, Nay, * Diodorus Siculmws makes it a 
doube whether Arifomenes himſelf did not flourifh in 
that firſt War. However the Cauſe runs much fair- 
& in favour of the ſecond Meſſenian War, for the 
Age of Tyrtew and Ariftomenes both: And * Pau- 
oo tells us, this began in the 4th Year of the 23d 
m 
Scale then muſt be a little out in his Account 
when he places Tyrtew in the 36th Olympiad * ; and 
ives this reaſon for it, becauſe the Meſſenion War 
out about that time. Whereas the War he 
hints at, cannot be either of thoſe which lay any 
dainrto Tyrtew j; but muſt needs be the Third and 
Laſt Defe&tion of that People from the Spartans 3 
when they join'd with the Rebellious Helores: of 
which 4 Platerch and * Diodorus both ſpeak. Yet 
Suidas is not much righter when he ſets Tyrrexs in 
the 35th Olympiad; and it's likely he and Scaliger were 
impos'd on by the ſame Chear. 

The Works of Tyrtaus were, the Polity of the 
Laced emonians ; Moral Precept in Elegiac Verſe; 
and Five Books of War-Veries, © ſome pieces of 
which ſtill remain. 
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ARCHILOCHUS. 
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| He ircommoni reckon'd the Kochor of the Few: 
bic Verke ; chiefly on the Teſtimony of Horace. 


Archilochum proprio rabies armevis Jambo. 


; deceiv'd by this of 
But, SIDE: =—= 


ranger For that Gen amy wy 
much anciemer than Archilochas, 
leſs Authoricy than that of * Ariforke, who == 


487. b Lib. 17. c 21. © Dim. Halican. 
—_— & Herodet, L 1. f ad BEuſth : 
g Poct. cap. 4- 
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i Archilochw, by a mix 
of the caſie ſtrains of Sapbo and Alcew. 


* Parios primus Fambes 
REDS 
i, now re, & agentis verbs Lycambes. 


7 Archilochi de maſculs 

——_ Alczus ; es OO rg 
Nec ſoceruns quarit quer? wverfibus oblenet atri ; 
Nec ſponſe laqueum famc/o carmine net#is. 


I firſt to ns hore 

Have brought Fambic: ; aiming to reftors 
Archilecbaw's Genius and his Strain z 

Not poor Lycembe;, nor the Murd'ring Vein. 


pI 


+ Lib. 1. Epiſt. 19. 
Here 
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Here Manly Sapbo with Alcew joyns ; 
Sweetens the gall, and calms the furioes Lines, 
Reform'd Archileebus his Mule 
deſtin'd Father laboars to abuſe ; 

Nor to her Garters drives the raving Maid ; 
Torn from his Wiſhes, and his ſlighted Bed. 


to quit Pare: 
is Wit was fo nearly allied tro Malice, 
ither Friend nor Nor that he 
vile laſcivious Fellow : Nor, what's worſt 
that he baſely chrew away his Shield +. 
part of this cenſure, thows. him to have 
Horace in Courage as well as Poerry. And 
ites the Verſes in which he gives an & fl 
Misfortune, as Horace has pleaſantly r<- 
his. Perhaps it was on account of this pal 
that, as Platarch informs us in his Leconic Inffits- 
, when he came to Sperts, that rough People 
lled him their City : Becauſe they 
underſtood he hinted in one of his Pieces, that 
. _— to throw away ones Arms, than to loſ: 


ones 
Yer for all this, he valued himſelf more upon his 
Skill in War, than his Talent in Verſe. "Tis his own 
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The King of War do's my firſt Service claim. 
And che tair Mule inſpires che ſecond Flame, 


However, this imputation of Cowardice is no very 


great blot ro his Charater. Bur the other Charges 


of Laſcivioulneſs, and virulency are the perpetual 
Seains of his Reputation : tho” he was reckon'd an ho- 
neſt Man on other accounts *. 

In his Writings Q«:/;ean long ſince obſerv'd, che 
"* higheſt force of Expreflion ; Sentences that were 
* ſtrong, and yet ſhort and glittering, with an a- 
* bundance of Blood and of Nerves: So as to give 
* many People reaſon to judge, that if he {cem'd in- 
* ferior to any Poet, 'twas on the account of his 
* Subjzeht, not of his Wit *. 

Suidas tells a long Story how diſſatisfied Apollo was 
with his Death 5 and how the Oracle retus'd to gratit 
any Anſwer to the Man who had killd him, *cill he 
had appeas'd his Ghoſt. Of which vain Relation we 
necd make no farther uſe, chan to obſerve thence that 
he died in Battel. 

We find this ingenious Epicaph on him, in the An- 
thologia: The Author of which was certainly of the 
ſame mind wich the Criticks Quinzilian ſpeaks of. 


Agarixe Td\ on wa 7 6s AvcowVla; 1a i555 
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Here lies Archilochus, whoſe Sacred Vein 

The Muſes, partial to their Homer's Praiſe, 
Diverted in the keen Fambic Strain ; 

Nor caught his Hand to reach che Epic Bays. 


—— 


a Suid, b RQuingil, Inſtit, 7. 10. © 1: 
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STESICHORUS. 


E was born at Himera a City of Sicily, in the 
the 37h Olympiad *, which was the time of 
Jeremiah the Prophet *, His Nxme at firſt was 7:- 
fiar, but was chang'd to Strſichorw in memory of 
his being the firſt who taught the Chorus to dance 
* 3 axg-to the Lyre *®. There goes a famous Story of him, 
'G&- =:5«- much more pleaſant than erue ; that having in one 
gels 24 of his Poems abus'd fair Helen ; the Lady's ewo Bro- 
tv» louow, thers, now advanc'd to Demi-Ged:, took the Afﬀeront 
ſo heinouſly, as to puniſh che poor Poet, with che 
loſs of his fight. But he being quickly ſenſible of che 
Cauſe of his Misfortune, made his Recanration in 
as fine Verſes as had given the injury ; and fo reco- 
ver'd by his Panegyrick the Blefling he had loſt by 
his Satire. Horace alledges his Caſe, when he is 
writing a Palmede of the ſame nature to the injur'd 
Canidis. 


In{amis Helenzx _— effenſms wice 
Fraterque magni Caſtoris, witli prece, 
Ademts wvati reddidere lamina. 


Caſter, enrag'd at Helew's falle Amonr, 
And Cafter's Brother, could remic cheir Fire ; 
And givethe Poet back his ſeeing Power ; 
Won by the Charms of his Recanting Lyre. 


The Grave Socraves in Plato's Phedras, does not only 
tell the ſame Story, but obliges us with che begin- 
ning of Sreficborw's Palinode. 


a Suid, b Enſh, Cron, c Suid, 
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'Oux ir tu 5 aly @& Ga, 
'Oud" Bag <v runny $573k is, 
'Oud" ing mga Tevicg. 


'Tis Falſe ; 'tis Slander, all the Muſe has ſaid : 
You never ſaw the Gallant Fleet ; 
You never climb'd the Boat of State ; 

Nor knew the Scandal of a Trojen Bed. 


Perhaps the Poem in which he had not been fo 
reſpe&ful as he oughe to that Ladies Character and 
Honour, might be his "Iais T14225 or the Deſtruction 
of Troy cited by Pauſanias *. 

He appears to have been a Man of the Firſt Rank 
for Wiſdom and Authority among his Fellow Cirti- 
zens ; and to have had a great Hand in the Tranf. 
ations between that State, and the Tyrant Phalzrs. 
When the Himeriens firſt cholz that Prince for their 
Commander and ProteRor, and were now voting to 
allow him a Guard for his Perſon ; Strſichorms, who 
had all along vigorouſly oppos'd the whole Deſign, 
made them ſenſible of their Folly, by reprelenting 
their Caſe in a pleaſant Fable: which, with one of 
Aſop's, Ariſtotle brings tor an Example of thole kind 
of Diſcourſes in his * Rhetorick. And which row 
makes ſo good a Figure among us in the fame Com- 

P4 


y ©, 

* Upon a Diſpute betwixt the Stag, and a Horſe 
* about a piece of Paſture, the Stag gc tie betrer 
* on't, and beat the other our of the Fic!d. The 
* Horſe on this affront advis'd with a Man what 
* courſe to take; who to!d him, that, if he would 
* fubmic to take a Man upon his back with a Lance 
" in} his Hand; he'd undertake GH give him the fa- 
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« rtifaction of a Revenge. The Horſe came to his 
* Terms; and for the gratifying of a preient Paſſion, 
* made himſelf a Slave all the days of his Lite. 
* This Horſe's Condition, lays Steficborws, will be 
*« yours: You have already receivd a Bridle, by 
* creating a General with Abſolute Command ; 
« and now, it by aliowing him a Guard, you 
* let him get up upon your Backs too, you'l have 
« your Revenge, but you'l loſe your Libernes, 
Without doubr the Himerians quickly repented of 
their new Serclement ; and we find Sreſichoras deeply 
engag'd in promoting the Deſign of a Revole. Pba- 
laru, getting Intelligence that the Poet was one of 
his molt violent Oppolſers, and that he was now rai- 
ſing Men and Money to favour a Detection, ſends 
him chat Epiſtle which is the 92d in his Works: 
where he firſt cells him, he hears of the Plot he is 
driving ; then laughs at che folly of ir; and ar laſt 
threatens him, that tho' the Poers commonly fancy 
cthemſclves able to eſcape by che help of ſome Deity, 
yer Heaven it (c!t thall not {zcure him from hisHands. 
Indeed, the Himerians retus'd to fend him to Agrigen:um 
on Phbaleri hits Order. But within a little eime, He, and 
two more of their Agents, were intercepred by the Ty- 
rant's Ofhcers in their Paſſage to Corinth. By the Ler- 
ter which Pbalars wrote to * Himers on this occaſion, 
it appcars, that he immediately Executed one of che 
Gentlemen ; that he deſign'd to ſend one of them 
home ſaie, but kept Sreficboras, "till he could invent 
a Death, anſwerable tro his Crime *. But after a 
liedle acquaintance with the Poetr's Perſon and Excel- 
lencies, we find the "Tyrant's Fury turning into Love 
and RelpeRt; and his Reſolution fo far chang, as 
to make him reſtore the admir'd Captive wich Ho- 
nour to his Friends. At the ſame time, he tells the * 
a Se Phalar, Epiſt. 121, b Epiſt. 198. c Epiſt. 93- 
Himerian:, 
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Himerians, that 'twas not for their ſakes he releaſt 
their Emiſſary, bur for the ſake of thoſe Deities and 
Heroes whom he ferv'd and} oblig'd. That, he was 
fo far from puniſhing him wich Death, as to wiſh ic 
in his Power to preſerve ſuch a Man eternally ſecure 
from Ding. That for the furure they ſhould ler 
Steſichorus enzoy his Lyre in quiet : And, it they muſt 
be managivg new Deſigns, they ſhould employ 
ſuch Men, as when they fell into his Power, he 
mighe kill wichout any reltraint from Conſcience and 
Religion. 

By this A of Grace, Phalaris did not only ſhow 
his Love and Eſteem for Parts and Learning, but 
his Judgment in them roo. And therefore, when 
one Ariftolochws an impudent Tragedian, bad abus'd 
him in his Verſcs, and hoped to come off as fairly 
as Stefichorms : The Tyrant gave him to underſtand *, 
that he did not pretend a kindnels for Poets in gene- 
ral, bur only for the beſt of that Profeflion z nor 
would he generous to all his Enemies ; bue co ſuch 
only as deſerv'd his Generofity by their own. In 
ſhort, chat the vain Libeller ſhould quickly find the 
diflerence, between himſelf and Steſichorus : Not, as 
a Puniſhment for his Fooliſh Verſes; but for his Pre- 
ſumption in hoping for the ſame Fate with (o Great 
a Man. 

Bur, what's ſtranger than all this, Pbalaris, how- 
ever inclin'd co Jealouſie and Suſpicion, would never 
afrer be perſwaded to think hardly of Ste/ichorns 
And, when a couple of Baſe Fellows had accus'd 
him as the Encourager of a new Sedition by his Ver- 
ſes; the Tyrant gave himſelf the trouble of three 
Letters *, to expreſs his Disbelief of their Story. In 
that directed to the Poet himſelf ©, he generouſly 
exhorts him to carry on the Deſign of his Muſe ; 


a Epiſt. 63. b Epiſt, 22. 73- 147- c Epiſt. 147. 
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and, if he was was writing againſt Tyrants, not to 
baulk any Expreſſion, for tear of his Reſentments. 

Phalaris expetted no great Return for thele kind- 
neſles. As for his own Perſon, he poſitively forbad 
Stefichorus, tO on any —_ his Praiſe * : And 
having only got him to com ſomerhing in memo- 
eſo Wite of one of his Friends * ; he declard 
thi to be @ ſufficient Obligation <. 

Stefichorss died at Catans in Sicily, in the 
goth © or 6th * Olympiad, at above fourſcore 
Years of Age. The People there were fo ſenſible of 
the Honour his Reliques did their Ciry ; that chey 
reſolv'd to keep the Treafure, whatever pretences 
the Himerians ſhould make ro the Contrary. They, 
on the other hand, finding all eaſier Methods inet- 
fetual, —_— to recover their _ Body at 
the Expence of a War. Bac ic's probable chey might 
be diverted from this Deſign by the Advice of their 
Maſter Fhalaris, whom they conſulted on the occa- 
fion, and deſir'd his Afiſtance. He cells chem in his 
Anſwer *, that he was ready to undertake any en- 
treprize for the ſaks of Steſichorws 3 even to proclaim 
War againſt the Fates themſelves for his Deliverance. 
Bac thea, he would have them conſider, that where- 
ever their Divine Poet was Buried, he would till be 
reckon'd an Himeorian: and ſtill belong to their City, 
on account of his Birth and Life; tho' all ocker 

in the World ſhould claim him for his Virtue, 
Thar, ſeeing how dangerous it might prove to quar- 
rel with ſo good Neighbours, chey ihould at. to 
let the Catamans build him a Sepulchre ; while they 
themſclves erected a Temple to his Memory, and 
fix'd up his Verſs in all the Publick Places of the 
City: Never counting their Friend dead, whileſt 
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any of rheſe Monuments remain'd. In ſhort, that, 
they ſhould conſider, ic would be always a greater 
Honour to their City, to have bred a Perſon of ſuch 
a Character, than to the Perſon himſelf, to have de- 
ſerv'd ir. 

But this was not the only Honour the Tyrant 
paid to the Memory of Stefichorws ; for we have till 
the Confolatory Epiſtle « which he wrote to the 
Poer's Children ; where, beſides his Art of allayin 
their Griet, he has given ſo Noble a Teſtimony © 
the Father's Worth ; as is enough to make us form 
muct kinder Notions of Phalaris, than we draw from 
common Hiſtory, 

* When he  JIINEY (fays he) to fall under m 
«* Power and "Threats, he never diſcover'd the lea 
« fear of what he expeted to fuffer 5 but prov'd 
* as Generous a Captive, as he had been an Enemy. 
* His Wiſdom broke the force of my Tyranny ; and 
« 'twas impoſhble for me co do him any Miſchief, 
* becauſe whatever I did, he ftill curn'd into a Be- 
* nefir. When by infinite Labours I had art laſt 
« gain'd him to Me; or rather made my felt his 
* Captive ; all chatI ever defir'd was to make him 
* ſome return for the Favour. Therefore I don't 
* reckon, you ought to thank me, it cheſc laſt ewelve 
« Years of his Life, I have paid him a conſtane Re- 
*" fpet; burithar I rather am ſtill infinicely in his 
« : who beſides his kindneſs of ſtrengthening 
* my Mind in other matters, was the only Man in 
* the World, who had the Power of perſwading me 
* to deſpiſe Death. 

If theſe Epiltles of Phelars are not acknowledgd 
for Genuine ; (as they lie under heavy ſuſpicions) tho' 
we loſe a great part of the true Hiſtory of the Poet's 
Life ; yer we ſtill advance the main point, the 
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Eſteem and the CharaRter he bore with Antiquity, 
However we may venture to borrow one more Ne- 
tice from the ſame Memoires ; And that is, that his 
Daughters inherited ſome part of his Spirit and his 
Vein. The Tyrant tells one of his Friends * that 
having been at Himers on Buſineſs, he happen'd to 
hear Steficborw's Daughters ſinging to the Harp, part- 
ly their Fathers, and partly their own tions ; 
which tho* not _ to his, yet were able to 
all others in the World. 

We have no Catalogue of his Works on Record : 
Suidas only tells us in general that he compos'd 26 
Books of Lyrics in the Dorias Diale&t : Of which, [a 
ſew ſcraps, not amounting to threeſcore Lines, are 
ſet rogether in the Colietion of Fulwviw Urſin. 

Majeſty and Greatneſs make the Common Cha- 
racer of his Stile. Hence Horace gives him the Gra- 
ves Camene. Hence Alexander, in Dion Chryſoſt om, 
reckons him among the Poers whom a Prince ought 
to read: And Syneſins puts him and Homer together 
as the Noble Celebrators of the Heroick Race. Quin- 
tulians's Judgment on this Works will juſtifie all chis. 
« The force (lays he) of STESICHO RU S's Wit 
*« appear's from the ſubjes he has treated of : while 
** he ſings the greateſt Wars, and the greateſt Com- 
* manders; and ſuſtains with his Lyre, all-che weight 
"* and all che Grandeur of an Epic Poem. For he 
** makes his Heroes ſpeak and aR agreeably to their 
* Charafters. And, had he but the gift of Moderati- 
* on, he would have appear'd the faireſt Rival of 
* Homer. But he is too looſe, and does not know how 
** to contain his Genius : which tho” really a fault, 
* yet is one of thoſe faults which ariſe from abun- 
* dance and exceſs *. 


—— 


a Epiſt. 57. b Lib. 10. c. 1. 
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MIMNERMUS. 


E was born at Colophon according to * Strabo 

tho' Smurne and * Aſtypale put in their claim 
for the fame Honour. Suidas has placed him in the 
27th Olympiad ; which is ſomewhat earlier than 
the ſeven Wiſe Men : Whereas it ſhould ſeem by 
Laertias's Lite of Solon, that he was their Cotempo- 
rary. For there, we find the Poet, wiſhing in a 
Diſtich to live only fourſcore years without Pain 
and without Cares: Preſently correted by Solon, 
and advis'd to defire no more than Sixty Years. Tho' 
(by the way) as we have the Text of Laertixs the An- 
{wer is quite ſpoiFd : while "EZazormimy is put in the 
Verſes of Mimnermw, and 'OydJuzornmim in thoſe of the 
Philoſopher. 

There are but few Fragments of him remaining, yet 
enough to ſhow him an accompliſh'd Maſter ofElogy: 
which was the Strain he follow'd : and in which tho' 
Ouimtilian has given Callimachws the Crown 3; yet we 
hnd Horace making AMimnermus his Superior in the 
lame Field. 


Diſedo Alcxus puno illius. Ile meo quis? 
Qui niſi Callimachus ! { plus adpoſcere wiſus, 
Fit Mimnermus ; &- optroo cognomine gaudet. 


He owns me like Al/caas : how muſt I 

Return the Praiſe 2 Let him in Elegy 

Reign a Calimachus : or, it that Fame 

_ ſlight ; applaud himſelf with Adimmerm's 
ame. 


a Lib. 14. p. £43» b Suidas. 
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And Propertius in Love Matters and in the deſcription 
of the ſotter Picaſures, ventures to prefer him to He- 
mer : as the more caſie, and the more moving of che 


two. 
Plus in amore valet Mimnermi verſw Homero : 
Carmina manſuctus lenia querit amor *, 


Greater in Love Mimmerm than Homer reigns : 
For Gentle Love demands as gentle Strains. 


His Temper ſeems to have been as truely Poetical 
as his Wricings : entirely bent on Pleaſures and on 
Love, and an Enemy to the lighteſt Cares of Com- 
mon Buſineſs. Horace has quoted his Opinion, about 


the I Human Enjoyments, if not 
remper'd with Humours, and eafic Paſlions. 
S; Mimnermus «ti cenſet, fine amore jociſque 
Nil eft jucundum, viva in amore jociſque *. 


If, without Loves and Jeſts, as Mimnerm proves, 
All chings are dull: Live in your Jefts and Loves. 


The Greek Verſes which Horace alludes to, are 
thus fer down by Plutarch of Moral Vertue. 


Tic NN CiG> ii Is Tear dep yours Apegdirns ; 
CTibram urs por wontm Thyle wa, 


Venus once gone: what Life, what Pleaſur's dear ? 
Il gladly yield to Fate, when loſt to Her. 


a Lib. 1, Eleg, 9g. b Lib. 1. Epiſt. 6. 
A. Perhaps 
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Perhaps Lucretizs might have this paſſage in his Eye, 
: when he complimented the ſame Goddeſs, with 
{omeching that looks like the ſame thought. 


Nee fine te quicquam dias in luminis oras 
Exoritur ; neque fit Letum nec amabile quicquam. Lib. x. 


—-- Nothing New can ſpring, 
Wichout thy Warmth : without thy Influence bear : 
| Or Beautiful, or Loveſome can appear *. Py Dry- 
| Indeed. the Grecian Poet was fo far of the ſame 
Principles with che Latin ; chat *ewas a pleaſant and a 
pardonable Blunder of the honeſt Old Commentator 
on Horace to call Minmmermws an Epicurean, tho' he 
liv'd above 300 Years before the Author of that 
Name and Sea. 
The moſt Judicious * Strabo informs us, that Mim- 
nermus was a Piper * as well as a Writer of Elegies. * «ual. 
And Nanne, the Lady that paſſes for his Miſtreſs, is 
recorded to have got her Livelihood by the ſame 
Profteflion. Hermeſianax in Althenew * makes him 
to have invented the Elegiac Strain to lament the 
Misfortunes of his Love. 


MiurguG I Ty ivy & tugs 0 mv avalads 
"Hozr, 2%) jaraxt avivcu amy mWlauiTys. 
> 
Mimnermws, firſt, to charm his racking Care, 
Fram'd the ſoft Spirit of the Pentameter. 


2 Lib. 14- Þ. 643+ b Lib. 13. p» $97» 
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SAPPH O 


SAPPHO. 


H!S admir'd Lady who has fo long enjoy'd the 
Glorious Title of the Tenth Muſe ; has yet the 
common Misfortune of ſuffering by a confus'd Story. 
For the Criticks pretend that there were two of this 
Name, both of the ſame Country ; both m_ the 
me 
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ſame Times, and both inclin'd to the fame Scudies. 
Perhaps indeed this may have been an original mi- 
ſtake in * Arbenews ; on whoſe Authority the remark 
is generally buile. However ſince it's impoſhble ſo 
much as to diſtinguiſh the Perſons ; the Characters 
muſt lie blended as they have hitherto done; and 
the ſurviving Nymph muſt own the Faults, as well 
as the Vertues of her forgotten Name-ſake. 

Sappbo, then was of * Miztyleze, the Capital of the 
Aclian Cities in the Iſland Lerbos : And flouriſh'd a- 
bout the 44th Olympiad * , in the time of Pirtacus, 
the famous Tyrant of that City, and, according to 
the common account, one of the Seven Renown'd 
Sages of Greece, 

There are no leſs than Eight Fathers contending 
for her in Suidas; but Clis has the Honour to be 
own'd for her Mother, without any Diſpute. She 
Married one Cercelas, a very Rich Gentleman, who 
came from * Andro;, But her Famous Gallant was 
Phaon ; whom being at firſt a kind of a Ferry-man, 
the Grecian Story-tellers make to bave taken a greac 
deal of care in carrying YVenas, once over the Stream 
in his Boat ; and to have receiv'd from her the Fa- 
vour of growing the moſt Beautiful Man in the 
World ©. His Unkindnefs in throwing off Sappho, and 
his leaving Lesbos for Sicily; as they were the ſadCauſe 
of her Death, fo they were the occaſion of fome of 
her fineſt Pieces : and of that delicate Epiſtle which 
Ovid makes her write to her ungrateful Spark. The 
beſt choughts of which he is ſuppos'd to have borrow'd 
from her Verſes: The Tenth Muſe dittating what the 
Roman Poet wrote *, 


Of her own Sex, her three intimate Friends and 


a Lib. 13- p. $$S. b Strab. |. 13. p. $17. c Euſeb. Cron. 
d Suid. & lian. Var. Hiſt. L. 12, c. 18, f Le Fevre Abrege 


Pag. 24+ a 
m- 


29 


The Lives and Charafers of the 


Companions, were Attis, Telkfills and * ard : On 
the account of whom her Choader toffers o much, 
from the Charge of Diſhoneſt and Unnatural Plea- 
fare. Ir being a conſtane Tradition that her Amo- 
rous Humour was not ſatisfied with the Addreſſes of 
Men ; but that ſhe was willing to have her Mi/reſe; 
too, as well as her Gellants, Indeed the incompara- 
ble French Lady, who has lately adorn'd her Relicks, 
is very ingeniouſly fingular in defending her from 
this unhappy Imputation. But however ſhe may de- 
fie the reft of the World, yet, ſince * Mr. Dacier 
has declar'd for the Common Opinion, ſhe will 
certainly ſubmit to che Superior Judgrnent of ker 
Husband. 


wr was by no means a Beauty; but is com- 
monly deſcrib'd as a Lady of very ordinary Stature, 
and of a Brown Complexion. Ovid knew very well 
this part of her CharaRer ; and be only had the Art 
to excuſeir : unleſs —_ he borrow'd the Apology 
from her own Wor 


Si mibi difficilis formam natura neg avit ; 
Ingenio forme damna rependo mee. 

Sum brevu : at nomen quod terras impleat ommes, 
Eft mibi : menſuram nomm iþ/a fero. 

Candida fi non ſum ; placuit Cepbeia Perſeo 
Andromede, patria fuſca calore ſue. 

Er wariu albe junguntar [ape columbe , 
Et miger 4 wirids Turtur amatur ave. 

Si niſi que Facies poterit te digna videri 
Nulla futura tua eft : nulla future tua ef. 


If Nature's Curſe a Lovely Form denie's, 
What Shape and Features want my Wit ſupplies. 


——. 


a Suid. b On Horace. Od. 13. |. 2; 
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I own my ſhort Dimenſions; that they ſuic 

Juſf with my Verſe ; and make, like that, two Foot. 
But then my Name to fartheit People ſounds ; 
And equal to the World extends it's Bounds. 

I'me Brown : yet Perſew could a Nymph admire, 
Scorch'd Browner by her ſultry Climat's Fire. 
White Doves will Bill with thoſe of ſhining Jet ; 
And the Green Turtle woe a Speckled Marte. 

If Thee, but what were worthy of thy Love, 

No Face could moye; no Face could ever move. 


Finding, aſter all, her Dear Phaon inexorable, as if 
he had deſign'd to revenge the Injury ſhe had done 
his Sex : She refolv'd on this deſperate Remedy, to 
recover herſelf from his Charms. It feems *ewas a' 
common Fancy among the Grecian Lovers ; that in 
caſe their Paſſion met with extream diſappointment, 
there was no way to Cure the Unhappinefs, but by 
leaping down into the Sea from the Lewcas or the 
Leucades, a Promontory in the Iſland of that Name z 
hard by which ſtood the Temple of Apollo, who they 
thought would afliſt them in that Adventure. Sapphbo 
had Courage enough to venture on this bold attempe: 
and, as ſome deliver, was the Inventreſs of the Cu- 
ſtom. But * Strabo tells us, that, they who under- 
ſtood Antiquity better, reported one Cepbalar to 
have made the firſt deſperate Leap from that famous 
Precipice. 

The Original of this ſtrange Humour is not 
known : Bur, till a better comes tolighe, the fanci'd 
one of Ovid, will be a pleaſant Account. He repre- 
ſents Sappho, as advis'd in a Viſion to this Proje 
and thus acquainting her Lover with the Counſel ſhe 
had receiv'd, and her Reſolution upon it. 


m—_—— 


4 Lib. 10. pag. 452+ 
His 
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Hic ego cim laſſos poſuiſſem flebilis artus 
Conſt un ante oculy: Natas una meos : 
Conſt uit, & dixit, © que nun non ignibus £quis 
* Ureris, Ambracte terra prtends t1bi. 
« Phebus ab excelſo, quantum patet aſpicit equor : 
« Atteum populs Leucadiumque want. 
« Finc ſe Deucalion Pyrrbe ſucc:nſus amore 
« Miſzt, & ill eſo corpore preſſit aquas. 
« Nec mora : werſus Amor tetigu: lentiſſima Pyrrhe 
« Peftora : Dencalion igne lcyatus erat. 
* Hanc legem locus ille tenet. Pete protinus altam 
« Leucada; mec ſaxo deſiluiſſe time. 
Ut monuit, cum voce abit. Ego frigida ſurgo : 
Nec gravide lacrymas continuere gene. 
Ibimus, O Nympha, monſtrataque ſaxa petemus : 
Sit procul inſano wvittus amore timor. 
-Qaicquid erit, melins quam niunc erit, aura ſubito, 
Et mea non magnum corpora pondus babent : 
Tu quoque, mollu Amor, pennas ſuppone cadenti : 
Ne ſim Leucadia, mortua, crimen aqua. 


Here, as I bath'd my weary Limbs in Tears, 

A Heavenly Nymph was fent to eaſe my Cares. 

* Maiden, ſhe cried, that with unequal Love 

&* Purſuit chy Spouſe ; far hence you muſt remove, 

* High on a Cliff from the Lewcadian Shore 

« Phebus ore Subje&t Waves maintains his Power. 

« Hence Mad Dewcalion, urg d by Pyrrba's Form, 

« Plung'd in the Deep, and {\wom ſecure from harm. 

© When Love his Quarters chang'd; and burning 

Pain 

« Seiz'd the Proud Dame, and him as cold Diſdaio. 

« This Gift high Ph.ebus on the Place confer'd ; 

« And injur'd Love here finds a juſt Reward. 

* Go ſtraight, Go run to Lewcade; nor tear 

* With the Bold Leap to cure your wild Depes 
is 
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This ſaid g- my Aery Friend was paſt my Tight: 

I ſtart, and ſhake; and weeping own the Frighr. 

Come Nymphs, attend my Vow ; come all; well 
run, | 

And | thoſe Rocks the Generous Fates have 

own. | 

Dauntleſs we'l climb. Tho' both are in extreme ; 

Yet Women's Fears muſt yield to Women's Flame. 

No Winds can drive to a more Wretched State. 

Nor labour 1 with Limbs of hurtful weight. 

And chou, ſoft Love, ſupport a Lover's Load ; 

Thy Wings may reſt me in the giddy Road ; 

Prevent my Fate, and clear the Guiltlkeſs Flood. 


But her Apolo, at laſt, faikd her, as baſely as ber 
Phaon. And, when ſhe took the fatal Leap, ſhe 
quench'd indeed her Paffion ; but *twas with theloſs 
of her Life. 

Her Lyriques, of which ſhe wrote nine Books, be- 
fides her Compoſitions in other ſtrains *; have gain'd 
the Prize for Sweetneſs and” Force with, all the 
Grave Judges of Antiquity ; and fuch as cannot be 
ſuſpe&ted of Gallantry and Compliment.” The ooly 
two Pieces which remain entire have beet! bor 
preſerv'd by che Maſters of *Eloquence, while they 
allege them for'the bet Tiſtances and Pacterns of 
lome extraorditiiry Grazes.' Ong is a Hymn to Ve- 
nw, which we find in Dionrffus Halicarnaſſms : The 
other an amorous Ode addrefs'd to one of the Young 
Maids that ſhe a&mir'd ; and+ this we'meer with in 
Longinus. -The laſt of the two is the moſt eſteem'd ; 
and is ſtill acknowledg'd (as Longines firſt produce 
it) for the inimitable example of the moſt artificial 
Union, or rather Combat, of all the Paflions, and 


Cc Piece. 


33. 


34 


The Lives and CharaSers of the 


Piece. And the Lady has been fo in her Fame, 
as to have this her fineſt Work _ the only 
—_— by 


Vin Urſin, and vhich perkags gers 
the 
ls 
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Thus Nature guides thy Hand ; and ſhapes the 
To bear tbe tuneful Afitylenian's Face. 


Pegaſean Fury 
- ny 


Her Skin not 


f Mirth and Moiſt ure, ſhews, 
Venw, Half a Maſe. 


Her Face, Tov upof 


ALC/AUS. 
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ALCAUS. 


, T's a pretty of * Tanequi! Faber, that the Sto- 
; ry of Orphews's Head (when thrown into the He- 
; $rus) being convey'd by the Tritons and Nereids to 
, the Iſland Le:1bos 3 was 'd only as an Allezgory to 
; expreſs the eminence of this Iſland beyond it's Neigh- 
| bors for Arts and Wir. 

We have already own'd our obligations to it for 

, and we are not leſs indebted on the account of 
Alcaws, who was born in the fame City, and liv'd at 
the ſame time, as that admir'd Lady *. 

He ſeems to have been a Man of the firſt Rank in 
the Mitylenian State ; and it's certain he headed the 
People when engag'd by Arms to affert their Liber- 
ties againſt the Tyrant Pirtecus. Ar the firlt opening 
of that Deſign he met with very ill ſucceſs ; being 
expell'd the City by the Tyrancts Power. But atcer- 
wards he im his Strategems,and recurning wich 
a numerous Force, drove out the Tyrant, and re- 
ſtor'd the Ancient Privileges of his City. It's remarka- 
ble, that as all Authors he contended wich Pit- 
tacw in Arms, and had ſuch a great hand in his Ex- 

lion 3 fo < Diogenes Laertius has recorded, that 

had a Contention too with the Tyrant in Verſe ; 
where without doubt he gain'd a more abſolute - 
Viftory. Yet he prefer'd his Knowledge in Military 
Afﬀairs to his Arts of Harmony and Verſe: And 
when he gives us an Inventory of the Goods in his 
Houſe ; inſtead of Muſical Inftruments, we find na- 
thing but Shields and Helmets, and Belts and En- 
ſigns; and a meer Arſenal for the Tenement of a Poer. 


a Abregds des Vies des Poet. Grec. p. 25. b Stralo. b 13s. p. 
6179, <c Ia Sycrahr. 
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My ſpatious Rooms ſparkle with burniſh'e Braſs, 
And Poliſh'd Helmets conſecrate the Place 
To the fierce God. — 


Bur he had much better build his Charaer on the 
the Excellency of his Strains, than on the Credit of 
his Feats in War, or of his Love t6 his Country. For 
there lie too heavy charges upon his Precenſions to 
both thoſe —_— 4 

As to the Fame of his Courage ; * Herodotus givi 
an account of a Battle berween the Merglevians 
the Atheniens, in which the latter were Vidtorious, 
reports that Alcews being engag'd in the Action, ran 
away, and left his Sheild co che Enemy, who hung 
it u> in Triumph, in the Temple of Pelss. And 
tho' * P/utarch has c:nſur'd Herodotus for this Relation; 
yet he -!2es nor deny the Truth of it ;5 but only caxes 
the Hiitorian with Envy and ill Nature, for not re- 
cording the Good Circumſtances of che Action, as 
well as the Bad. 

Nor wiil his Glory of being a Patriot, ſhine much 
brighcer than his Courage, as long as o grave an Au- 
thor as © $rr45» aſſures us, that tho' he made it his 


+ continual bulinels to oppoſe the Tyrants, yet he was 


not himſelf altogether irec from ſome Deſigns on the 
date. | 

He courted Sepbo very warmly, but never with 
any Encouragement. * Ariſtotle has recorded one 
of che Rebakes ſhe gave him. Alcew accolting her 
one Day, and telling her he had ſomething, to fay ; 


a Atheneus |. 14. p. 627. b Lib s. c The ® Hegdhe. vginuns. 
d Liv. 12+. F. $17. © Rhetor. |. 1. C. 9. 
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-p _ he wm _— bring it out : She - wr 

y replied, that an i eak, 
D oneſty in bis Min 


and not rather ſome piece of his Mind, 
- Jn up never have been aſham'd to let it come 
Fl 


He is _—_ noted for a great Drinker; and 
would take occaſfion from hs difference of each 
_ OT to illuftrate the _ of ply- 
ing his : as the Deipnoſophiſt obſerves in 
* Athenaw. ge 

His Writings were all in the Lyric ſtrain, of which 
ſome little ſcraps have been pick'd up and put together 
in Print by Fulvizs Urſin. 

Horace(with whom he is uſually compar'd)has com- 
plimented him as the firſt Inventor oft the Barbiton, 
tho' ſome attribute the ſame honour to Terpaender, 
and others to Anacreon. 


nnnnn—e, dic Latin 
Barbite carmen 
Lesbio primum modulate Civi, 
Qui ferox bello, temen inter arma, 
Sive jattatam religarat do 
Littore navm : 
Liberum & Muſas, Veneremque & /li 
Semper herentem puerum canebat ; 
Et Lycum nigris oemls, mgroque 
Crine decorums * 


Begin, and found the Latin Song ; 
Begin, and ſound, my deeper Lyre : 
Whom firſt the Le:bian Captain ſtrung, 
Fierce as he was; and cool'd his Fire. 
The calmer Muſick of thy Voice , ; 
Tempering the Trumpet, and the Martial Noiſe. 


. 2 Lib. 10, p. 439. Þ Lib. z. Od. 32. : 
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Or whether, when the Tyrants hate 

Of her firm Patriot rob'd the Town ; 

He left his injur'd Friends to Fate : 

Flying o're Coaſts o're Seas unknown. 

And haſten'd to ſecure 

His batter*'d Veſſel on the Marſhy Shore. 
Bacchus he ſung ; and all cth' Harmonious Nine, 
Nor ic oblig che Cypries Queen, 

or | Cypi , 
And the Fair Boy ft blding by her ſide 

Nor the Dear Mortal Youth, before 

The God, in lovely Form ; and next in Power. 


The force and Noblenels of his Ste, made Horace 
repreſent him as ſounding Feller than $ on his 
* Golden Lyves and bn gnacker place exfol his * Aims 
ce: Camene. Even Sapbo herſelt in Ovid acknowledges 
his Notes to be higher than her's tho' not his Fame. 


Nee plas Alcz1s, cenſor: patriaque Iyreque, 
Laudiz babet, quanrou grandius ille ſonet. 


Alcews, Partner of my Town, and Fire 
Hears not his Fame found louder, like his Lyre. 


* Quintilian approves the Judgment of Horace, in 
giving Alcexs the Golden Lyre in relation to thoſe 
ieces which he wrote againſt the Tyrants. And 
adds, that he is often of good uſe in Morality, 
that his Stile is Magnificent and Corre, and 
Seconds ro Spores nd Love, yer t the fame time be 
to at me time 
always ſhows himſelf Sn hoon for greater 


a Lib. 2. Od. 13. b Lib.4. Od.g. c Inftit. L 16. G1. 
EPIMENIDES. 
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fe = 00 i 8 Gate. exe! or canary to 
others at > Pheftas in the ſame INand ; tho* P 

ating td Lo t for the name of his 
_ Father. = _ I of his o_ 

x umour of always weari 

rpg 4 might hinder him from being une 
a * Cretan: But much more by that Character he lefe 
of his Country-men in his Famous Verſe ; whith has 


had che honour to be cited and confirm'd by St. Pas! ns — r.12. 


Yiwan &c. 


| nd, Jy ſent, when a Boy by his 
Father to drive a Sheep into the Country ; he got 
out of the Road to a Cave; where he lay down and 
-— 43.41 MM. according to the 
accounts. Waking at laſt, he fancied he had 
taken but a ſhort Nap, and to look about for 
his Sheep : cill, giving over that ſearch, he 
to his Father's ry-Eſtate, whicher he was at firſt 
bound. But ſeeing the Face of things ſtrangely al- 
ter'd, and the Lands pofleſſed by a New Maſter; 
he run back in a fright co the Ciry. Here endeavour- 
ing to get into his Fathers Houſe ; his Younger Bro- 
ther, now grown a Grave Old Gentleman, with 
4, DST ; and told him how long 
had 
. Some 7 have diſcountenanced this —_— 
his long Dreara ; and make him to have w d 
all chat cime, in order tothe improving his Natural 


Philoſophy by the expericnce of Simples. But perhaps, 


a D. Laert. in vit. b Strabo. I. 10, © Larrt. & Suid. d D. 
Laert. © Idem & Plin. L7.c.s. f Varro 7. de LL & Pla 
farch, g Panſan. Attic. p. 26. h Ding. Laert. 
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The Lives and CharaHevs of the 
the ſleep might be only a Politick Fiction of his, to 
gain Authority to his Art. For we are told, he usd 
commonly to puta much greater Fallacy,on the Pec- 
ple ; pretending, as often as the Fit rook him, to die 
and revive again at his Pleaſure *. | 

However, the report of this Accident ſpreading a- 
bout Greece, he was preſently recion'd a peculiar 
Favonrire of the Gods, and one whom they admicted 
to their deepeſt Coonfeh. On which account the 
Athenians' being tormented with the double Plague 
of Sickneſs and Sedition ; and, upon conſulting che 

Oracle, having been advis'd ro make a folemn Puri- 
| of the City : they ſent a Veſſel into Crete, 
with an Invication to Epamenides to come to Athens, 
and manage the Czremony. He accepred their Ot- 
fers and; accompanying the Meſſengers home, per- 
form'd the Luftration of the Town, in this manner. 
He brought a parcel of Sheep, ſome Black and fome 
White, all together to the Arius Pagir 3 and there 
let them all looſe to take which way they plcasd. 
Perſons were order'd co follow them all, and where- 
Ever any one of them laid down, to Sacrifice it pre- 
ſently to the Divine Guardian of that particular place, 
Quiſquu foret ille Deorum, By this Expediene the 
City's Health and Quiet were reſtor'd : and, in me- 
mory of the Aion, a great number of Alrars were 
erected about the Streets; dedicued, each to the 
Unknown God who had been appeasy'd in fach a 
Quarter. * And, in the Judgment of many Learned 
Men, "was one of theſe Bow carowpa, or Altars 
without any Name Inſcribd, which gave occaſion 
to Saint Pax!'s Glorious Sermon to che Men of 
Athens. 

This Ceremony of the Solemn Expiation, was per- 
form'd in che Firſt Year of the 46th Olympiad ac- 
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Hntient Grecian Poets. Part. WW. 
cording to Diogenes Laertixe ; or, as Enſebine has it, in 
the 47th, - 

Twas this Journey brought Epimenides acquainted 
with Solen, then engag'd in his Great Deſign of re- 
gulating the Arbenian Commonwealth. Solon took 
his Advice in the weightieſt matters under debate z 
and was by him put into a method to compoſe his 
Laws, The Prophet particularly direted him to 
make the People decent in their Worſhip, and to re- 
trench a great many things in cheir odd manner of 
gr rs Be ordering ſome ſettled kind of Saccrifi- 
ces after the Funeral ; and by taking off thoſe ſevere 
ard Barbarous Ceremonies, which the Women then 
u'sd to pradtiſe on fuch occaſions *. 

Before Epimenides left Athens, he gc on a 
lucky ſaying, which is deliver'd with Triumph by 
the Ancients as a mighty Prophecy. Standing one 
day to look on the Manychia, a new Mole, or for» 
tified Harbour, he ſaid to thoſe that were about him, 
How blind is Man in future things | For did the Atheni- 
ans foreſee what a Miſchief this would be to their City ; 
they'd demoliſh it with therr Teeth, rather than let it 
ſtand *, paſs'd near Sixty four Olympiads be- 
fore Antipater made good his Judgment by placing 
a Garriſon of Macedonians in thoſe invincible Works. 
And we muſt have own'd the Wiſe Obſerver to have 
had a large Foreſight; if ic were not eafie for a Man 
to gueſs, without the Imputation of Magick, that a 
Tyrant would ſome time or other make uſe of ſuch a 

lace, to lodge a Guard, for a Bridle to the City. 

owever, ſince we find in Plato and Laeertics ſeveral 
others of his Predictions relating to things at ſome 
diſtance, we may ſo far vindicate our Poet, as not 
to let him lie under the Scandal Arifotle has. caſt up- 
on bim, when he ſays, © That Epimenides was efteem- 
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when he celebrated his Victory at Slams: and Ply 
tarch tells us, that defiring once an = thing 
eproot : 
Tow would not be « good Port, Simonides, if you wrote 

ts the Rules of Verſe: Nor ſhould ih 8 goed 
Maridrare, if 1 etted contrary to the Rules of Tu 
PE compard Poems in almoſt all kinds of Strains 

i i iac: And got as much ho 
Labours oh the four cele- 
7 le, Salamis and 
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P on the firſt of cheſe Barrels 
he won the Prize from «£/cbyla: the. Tragedian, a: 
has been y obſerv'd in the Account of that 
Poets Life. As to Salami: we have the Teſtimony of 
Suidat to ſhew that it exercis'd - Simenide;'s Muſe. 
And the Elegies which he compos'd on the Spartan: 
and Arbrnian; who died at Plates, were in Pauſaniass 
time to be ſeen, engraven on theic Tombs * 


Part of his Elegy on the brave Souls that fell in the 
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Nat Unreveng'd, by Medien Numbers ſlain. 
Megiftias here do's oo his Poſt m—_ | 
Scorning the Uſe of Prophecy he le ; 
The nobleſt proof chat he deſerv'd the Gif. 
Tempeed in vain from Ruine to withdraw, 

And fly che Danger which his Art foreſaw. 


When he is repreſented by Quintilian and others, 
25 a moſt moving and paffionate Writer, they allude 
particularly to his 6girv or Lamentations mention'd 

Swidasz which were fo powerful in- drawing 
—_—_— the Readers, that Catullu: uſes as a Pro- 
y i _ $ 6. þ 


Maſtins lacrymis Simonideis. 
And for the fame reafon Horace, after he has been 
bewailing the Miſeries of the Romen Wars, and 
at willing co urn from that melanchdly Sybje 


cautions his , Not to take up the Lamentations -, . 


of the Can Poet inſtead of her own ſportive way.” 


 8ed, ne reliis Muſa procax jocis 
Cex reiratte; muners Mana. 


His Wie was d the Cenſure of the- Criticks; 
bur the common fault laid to the Charge of his Mo- 
rals was extreme Covetouſneſls When he was tax'd 
with his Vice in his OlS Age, his Anſwer was, that 
he had ratherleavre Riches to his Enemies when he 
died ; than be forc'd by Poverty while he liv'd to 
leek che aftiftance of his * Friends. 

* Ariſtotle gives a pleaſant inſtance of his Coye- 
touinels. A Gentleman that had won the Olympic 
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But che nobleſt Teſti of his Wiſe Notions of 
ion, is that famous Anſwer of his to Hiero the 
who ask'd him #bet GOD was, 

At firſt Simonides defir'd a days time to conſider ; 
upon the expiration of that, be beg'd ewo days more; 


Nihon dhe Games, and was recing ic in the 
Gendeman's Houſe, before a numerous Auditory. 
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Theogns and Phocylides. 


4 thy two Poets, who are generally put together 
on account »f their way of Writing, may claim 


a nearer agreement wich relation co their Time. For 
we find them both fer down in Svidas, as born in the 
ſame (the 5gth) Olympiad : tho' Theogwe has the 
advantage of a few Years in Exſebivs. 
is commonly paſles for a Sicilian, chiefly on 
the Teſtimony of S«idzr, who makes him a Citizen 
of Megars or Megers in that Iſland. Indeed the Poet 
calls himſelf a Megerian *: Bur then he can't be un- 
derſtood of Megers in Sicily, becauſe, whetr he rec- 
kons up his Travels, he pats Sicily among the For- 
_ ntries which he viſited *. The Megars then 
has a Title to Theognis, muſt be that in Achaia, 
ſeated near the Corinthian Ifbmus. This too may be 
demonſtrated from his own Verſes. For he prays 
the Gods to turn away a threatning War from the 
City of © Alcathbows; now Ovid calls the fare AMde- 


Whatever Chara&er Theognis bears on the account 
of reſcuing Poeſy from light and uſeleſs Subjeas, to 
employ it in the ſervice of Virtue and Goodneſs ; 
_ find _ RC mn 

extravagant Voluptuaries ; c ome 
his Verſes, as a ſufficient juſtification of the Cenſure. 
And indeed Saids: in the Account of his Works, takes 
notice of a Piece Enticul'd Exbortations or Admonition:; 
which he ſays, was ftain'd with the mixture of im- 
by and other things, very different from the 
cinciples of Honeſty. 
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'T were impious to conceive our Beauteous Frame: 
Should lie extint. We hope from dark abodes 
To raiſe our Reliques, and be twrn'd Pods 


This turning ws into Gods, has ajvers - offence to 
ſome nice ears, and ſome (cru Judgments, as pe 


ſentence unworthy to come from a Chriftien, 

there a reaſon for the Author's = 
the of the Pagan Theology, on this occa- 
fion ; while his Deſign was, D—_— —G 


that 'eime believe, that the Ancient Phocylide 
ſome notion of the ReſurreRtion. Ac leaſt, « 
CC C—_—_ 
his Addreſs to the Virgin Mor, 
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E MPEDOCLES. 


E was born of one of the beſt Families in *Agri- 
_ , and is common- 
placed between the '8och here. qo 


conftant report of of Ks SoGyig Ph 
der Telauges Pythagoras his Son, juſt the Frin 
him in this Period. _ Yer if a Þ my = 
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be muſt needs be nclenzer than the 7oth Olympiad, 
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Quorum Acrageantinus cam prims EMPEDOCLES of ; 
Inſula quens T riquetris terrerum geſſic in ors : 


Quam fluitens circum mogne 


terras oras & eqns * 
Hic eft vaſts Charibdis, & ble Ftnza minentur 
Murmura : flammarum rurſum ſe conligere iras, 
Fancibus eruptor verum ut VS CVs nei : 
44 ealungue free fomnis foljrs revjes. 
Lux, com magna mods multis mirends videtuy 
Gentibur bumanis regio, viſendaque fertur, 
Rebus opima bones, multi munite virim vi : 
Nil tamen boc babuiſſe Vire preclerims in [c , 
Nee ſantFum magis, & mirunm carumque videtur. 
CE Anon 

ranmur & exponunt praclars reperts ; 
Ut wix els Abs can. y Li 1, 


Thos _ doeles = 
In fruicful Sicily, whoſe crooked ſides c 


Th” lowian walbe's with impetuous Tides, 

And a imall Frith from Ira divides. J 
Here Scylla raves, and fierce Charybdis roars, 

Beating with boiſt rous Waves the trembling Shores ; 
Here prels'd Enceladus with mighty loads, 

Vomit's Revenge in Flames againſt the Gods : 

Thro' <£:me's jaws he impudently threats 

And Thundring Heaven with equal Thunder beats : 
This Ie, who with fuch wondrous ſights as theſe, 
Doth call forch Travellers, and the Curious pleaſe ; 
bs rich with Men and Fruit, has rarely ſhown 

AT more glorious than this Single One. 

His Verſe, compos'd of Nature's Works declare 

His Wit was ſtrong, and his Invention rae ; 
Dd 3 His 
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The Lives and CharaSers of the 


His } deep and found, whence ſome began, 
And juſtly too, to think him more than Man. 
Mr. Creech. 


He is generally cenſur'd as guilty of Pride and 
Vanity in the higheſt Degree. Our of one of hi; 
Poems that he recited to the People, we find this 
Sentence recorded by Leertis. 


Xaiger' iy Sf” Gayiir Ones dpferl@, wn tn: Olis 
TL ky pals,  m—m— 


Hail Friends! a God Immortal bids You Hail. 


But * Sex!zs Empericus has excus'd this flight from 
Arrogance, and tells us that the Philoſopher meant 
no more by calling himfeli a God, than that he had 
taken care to a ftri& purity of Mind, and 
ſo had rendred his Heart a fit ing for the 


Deity. 

Beſides that Great Poem of Natural Philoſophy, 
fome think him to have been the Author of thoſe 
Ancient Tragedies, which went under the Name 
of Empedocles. But others have believ'd that 
decles tt have been Nephew to the llluſtrious * Philo- 
9p However Laertim aſſures us, that he com- 

4 a Poe : 


Ancient Grecian Poets. Part. IL. 


ſtroke of Vanity prov'd very unfortunate, 'one of his 
ſlippers being found at the foot of the Precipice, 
whence he had leap'd in. . 

* Strabo has taken the pains to refute this Relation 
gravely, by ſhowing that 'tis impoflible for any 
Perſon to approach near that burning Mouth of the 
Mountain, where- he is ſaid to have dis{pos'd of him- 
ſelf. Nay farther that 'tis impoſlible © throw any 
thing in by reaſon of the violent Wind, ftill ruſhing 
upwards, and bearing all before it, 

Indeed, the bare paſſage about the flipper is 
enough to prove the whole buſineſs a Sham. For, 
as * Monſieur Faber wittily remarks, if a Man had 
taken up a reſolution of breaking his Neck down 
from a place, 'tis hard to » What occaſion he 
ſhould have to make himſelf Bare-foot firſt; unleſs 
that he might cut his Caper with a better Grace. 

Therefore D. Laertins does not fail after the Re- 
cital of this Fable, to give a probable account of his 
Death from more rational Hiſtorians. - | 

That riding to Meſſane in his Chariot, upon the 
occaſion of ſome Publick Solemnity, he happen'd 
to have a deſperate fall, which broke his Hip, ' and 
threw him _ nn bag qt — = 
97th Year of his : to put the thi 
yond Queſtion, that his Sepalchre was ftill at Afr- 


gara. 
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EPICHARMVUS. 


HE General Account makes bim a Sicilian, 
this Horace and Ariftotle follow. But Diogenes 
Lacrtins, who has given us his Life among the Philo- 
ſays he was born at Coos. But his being car- 
ried into Sicily, when he was but three Months Old, 
firſt to Megars, and afterwards to Syracuſe, might 
well juſtife the calling him a Sicilian, tho' born in 
another Country, Now that he was remov'd from 
Home fo early, Laertins brings his own Word (© 
I - 'tis _y — = made uſe of 
athorirty in rmining his Birth , 
However, if he was not born in the ſame you pres 
, at leaſt he liv'd in the fame times, * and 
follow'd the ſame Set of Philoſophers ; having had 
the honour of being Diſciple to Pytbagora: * himſelf. 
He and Phormys are ſaid to have invented Comedy 
acuſe ou many other Places pretended to 

4 Dil 
He preſented Fifty five, or, according to others 
only Thirty five Plays. But his Works have been fo 
loſt, that even their Character is ſcarce on Re- 
. Only Horace, has preſerv'd the Memory of one of 
his Excellencies by commending Plats: for copying 
it, and that is his judicious care of keeping his Sub- 
nrkany ple view, and follwing the Chaſe of the 
igue fo cloſely , as not to give the Reader or 
Spectator time to trouble themſelves with doubts con- 


cerning the Diſcovery. 
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Plautus ad exermplum ficuli properare Epicharmi. 
L. 2. Ep. 1. ver. 58. 


Beſides his namerous Comedies he wrote abundance 
of Pieces in Philoſophy and Medicine : which gave 
occaſion to a very Learned Man * co make two 
Authors of this Name, One a Comedian, and the 
other a Phtiilolopher. But we may vencure ſtill to 
keep him undivided, becauſe Suidas, who ſpeaks on- 
ly of the Comedies, obſerves that ſome Perſons made 
Coos the Birth-place ofthe Author: in the ſame man- 
ner as Laertins does, who mentions him chiefly 
as a Philolopher, Beſides, when Laertivs in the 
Life of Plaro, has told us that 'twas reported as if 
Plato had Tranſcribd many things from the Wri- 
tings of Epicharmus the Comedian ; he immediately 
aker ſets down an Opinion maintain'd by Plato, and 
fubjoyns the Phyſical Verſes of Epichermu;, whence 
it may be ſuppos'd to have been borrow'd. And even 
the ſame Learned Man but now mention'd, when 
he comes to illuſtrate Leertinss Life of Epichermus ; 
remarks, that whereas it had been faid under the 
Story of Plato, that the Philoſopher was much in- 
dehted to this Author ; it was to be meant of his bor- 
rowing from the Phyhological Commentaries which 
Latriins lets among Epyebermuss Works. 

He died 9o Years, according to Laertius ; or 
97 as Lucien has him among his Longslivers. Leertius 
has preſerv'd theſe Verſes, which were the Inſcription 
of one of his Statues, and are a teſtimony of the high 
eſteem Antiquity had for his Worth. 


'E1 T4 mipahdory garter wizas dnG@ drgor, 
Kei I1]G) mlaudr uiGor by a Sores ; 


a Aldroband. in L aert. . 
&r ut 


$7 


The Lives and Charters of the 
Onwi m07TO i258 mic orfhen Emay wor, 
"Oy miſeis trepdres” dx Evennocior. 


The Starry Train as far as Phebur drowns, 
And ancient Ocean his unequal Sons ; 
Beyond Mankind, we'l —_— own, 
On whom juſt Syracuſe beftow'd the Crown. 
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CHOERILVUS,. 


Here were two Poets of this Name, both much 
talk'd of, and both on very different Ac- 
counts. 
The elder Cherilar was born at Semer, or accord- 
to others at Faſir, or at Halicernaſſu: ; and flou- 
rih'd in the time of the Perſian War ; about the 75th 
Olympiad. Shop Op, that he was at firſt, a Servant 
tO a Samian man ; bat running away and ap- 
plying himſelf to Herodotus the Hiſtorian, he grew in 
with the Study of Eloquence, He is reported 
t0O to have been a very beautiful Perſon, and Hero- 
dotms is to have lov'd him a little too * well. 
The Work that made him famous, was an Hero- | 
ick Poem on the Victory which the Arbenians gain'd 
on Xerxes, _—_ entirely loſt, The Arbeniens _ 
taken with his performance, that they order'd a 
piece of Gold to be paid him out of the Treaſury for 
every Verſe: And what was greater encourage- 
ment, commanded, that for the future Cherilas his 
Verſes ſhould be recited annually by che Rbepſodifts, 
with the ſame Form and Ceremony as * Homers. 
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2 Sul. Þ Ibid. 
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He muſt needs have liv'd to a great , fince 'tis 
agreed that he fpene the laſt part of his Days in the 
Court of Archelaus King of Macedon whole Reign is 
commonly, tho* uncertainly, fix'd at a v great 
diſtance from the time of Xerxes. Archelaws had fo 
high an eſteem for his Parts, as to allow him a con- 
ſtane Penſion of four Mine a day ; which we are 
aſſur'd he always ſpent, in making much of his 
* Carcafs, 

The other Charilus commonly paſſes for the Lau- 
reat of Alexander the Great, but at the ſame time is 
reckon'd ſuch a wietched Verſifier, as to do the Em- 
perour's Judgment as little Credit, as he formerly did 
his Exploits. Horace gives the beſt account of the 
Poet and of his Patron ; while he is making Auguſt us 
as much Superior to Alexander in Wit and Genius, as 
he was own'd to be in Empire. 


Gratus Alexandro regi magno, fuit ille 
Chcerilus ; incultis qui verſus & male natis 
Rettulit acceptos, regale numiſma, Philippos. 
Sed weluti trattata notam labemque remittunt 
Atramems ; fere Scriptores carmine fado 
| Splendida fate linent. Idem Rex illi poems 
| ui tam ridiculum tam care prodigus em ; 
Edifto wetuit, ne quis ſe prater | 1 nac 
Pingeret ; aut alius Lyſippe duceret era ; 


Fudiciam ſubtile videndis artibus, illud 
Ad libros ad hbec Muſaram dona wocares i 
Ezotoim in craſſo jurares acre natum. 


Witch Joy the mighty Macedonian Heard 
\ His Cherilus : and that ungainly Bard, 
KV — 


a Vid. Athenawm. |. 8, 


| Fortis Alexandri vultum fimulantia. Quod fi 
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Tho' Art and Nature damn'd his dull Defign , 
A Golden Philip for every Line. 
Ink tamper'd with by Blockheads, daub's the Hand : 
And braveſt Aats in naſty Verſe are ftain'd. 
The fame vain Youth, who brought the ſcoundre! 


Lays, 
And paid fo largely for his own Diſgrace ; 
Could yet decree, no Vulgar Jury or? Fl 
Brazen King ; nor charge the Canvals with his 


- Royal Critic, when fo 

oyal Critic, when ſo quaine 
udging Statues, and fo nice in Paint, 
give his « ts of Verſe, He'l be confeſs'd 
Son, but ſome Bavtion Beaſt. 


The Old Grammarians and Interpreters were a 
little puzzled to make the Faith of Horace, and the 
— gree _— A —— 
Story. bring Prince's ment 
CE CEE Conte: Firſt they of hv chat 


of Gold for every good Verie, and a box on 
for every bad one. And then they relate it 
common Sayings, that he had rather 
Therfites of Homer, than the Achilles of 


* Scaliger makes the whole Buſineſs 
Blunder of Horace's. He never heard 
Second Cheariles 5 and ſays, we have as much 
fancy two Plaws!s and two Laberim's, 
ace has given them ſuch a deep touch of 
his Satire ; however admir'd by all the World. But 
was a Bad Charilss as well as a Good one, 
= be made out by other Authorities. Arifotle 
in his * Topics, he ſpeaks of alledging proper 


2 In, Ewſeb. ad MDXXXIV, b Lib. 8. 


a ©au_ ww. 5 © DD 
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Examples, bids us bring fuch as Homer has us'd, and 


not ſuch as Charilas, Os 'Ouig®, wi da yen. 


And * Quintss Curtizs to expres the ſtupidity of 
— ſays he was the worſt Ver- 
ſifier Charilus, That one Charilas had a very 
happy Talent in Poetry, Sceliger himſelf fuffici 
oves by ing 2 moſt delicate Fragment of 
is; but this damages his Cauſe inſtead of 
ing it : for if he had been ſo Excellent a Poet, Ari- 
fotle would never have fix'd that Cenſure on him : 
for as to Quintus Curtins, he may lay ps, that 
He took his Chexziles from Horace. Beſides if Scaliger's 
fragment ſhould be own'd for the Work of that 
Charilm whom we call the worſt, he will ſtill be no 
better than 


——_—Chcerilus ile, 


Monſieur Dacier indeed tells us, that it 
from the Hiſtories of Alexender's Life, that He. had 
a Poet in his Court of this Name. But till he de- 
clares who thoſe Hiſtorians are, and where to be 

on 


tick to make fach a —— 
when he was writing to , and 
Art and niceneſs he was of. 


"ome ——_— 
—— 


a Lib 8. c. $ 
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CRATINUS and EUPOLIS. 


WW E have fo imperſet Memorials of theſe two 
Old Gentlemen, that they muſt needs have 
lain in the fame Obſcuriry wich aw Pbrynichas, 
Stratts, s, and the reft the forgotten 
Tribe of Dramatift: ; had not + Quintilion, * Horace 
and * Perfiww, all mention'd theſe ewo Authors, (and 
theſe ) together with Ariftopbanes as the Great 
Maſters of what we call 7be Ancient Comedy. 

ft ON Tag dal —barn was —_— 
81 piad ©, wemy or Thirty Years 
before Ariſt s; and ſomewhat more after «/- 
chylws. But if we conſider that he liv'd within Three 
of a Hundred Years, we may conclude, that he en- 
joy'd the ance and Converſation of both 
thoſe Poets, tho' fo much a Senior to one, and Ju. 
nior to the other, He was an Athenian * born, and 
we don't find but chat he ſpent all his long life in his 
Native City : where, if he did not invent Comedy, 
he was at the firſt who brought it into ſome 
Form and Method, and made je fit for the Enter- 
tainment of a Civil Audience. It's true indeed, that 
the Art under this firſt Refinement, retain'd roo 
many Marks of its rude inal. Perſons and Vi- 
ces were expos'd in baref Satire, and the Chiet 
Magiſtrates ofthe Commonwealth cidicul'd by Name 
upon the Stage. Thus we find in Plutarch's Life of 
Pericles, ſeveral out of Cratinas's Plays, where 
he refleted y on that Great General ; who at 
the ſame time his Eloquence and his Arms, 
reign'd almoſt a e Maſter of Athens. 


a Lib. 10.c. t. b Serm. |. 1. Sat. 4. © Perf. Sat. 1- d Ex- 
feb. e Suid. 
He 


— wr 4” 4 


Sw Mm gY wma - = 


Ancient Grecian Poets, Part. I. 

He appears to have been an exceflive Drinker 3 
and the excuſe he gave for the Vice, was that *cwas 
abſolutely neceſſary to the warming his Fancy, and 
the putting a Soul into his Verſe, Hence Horace 
makes uſe of his Judgment to ſhow what ſhort.liv'd 
Creatures the Offt-ſpring of Water-Poets commonly 
prove. 


Priſco fi credas, &c. L. 1. Ep. 19. 


And for the ſame reaſon, Ariiopbanes in his Irene, 
has given a pleaſant account of Cratinys's Death, that 
it was causd by a fatal Swoon, at the fight. of a 
noble Cask of Wine fplit in pieces, and the Liquor 
laviſhly waſbing the Streets. 


—_— — Tc 


The time of his Death is preſ:rv'd in the ſame Jeſt 
of Arſt opbane, ; and reterrd to the Year which the 
Lacedemonians firſt beſet 4rbens ; which in all proba- 
bilicy was at the beginning of the firſt Peleponefion 
War, in the 87th Olympiad. 

Suidss tells us he wrote Twenty one Plays, and 
got Five Victories : leaving only this ſhort mark of 
his Excellencies, that he was Aeurgs + gagnuics 
[ſplendid and bright in bis Charatters. \ 

Eupolis was an * Athenian too, and follow'd the 
ſame Profeflion of diverting the Common People 
with the Vices and Miſcarriages of the Prime Miniſters 
of State. He was but Seventeen Years Old, when 
he firſt adventur'd to ſhow himſelf on the * Theatre ; 
where he ſeems ts have been more ſevere and more 
impartial than Cratinav ; in one reſpet. For Perieles 
and Cimon being the two oppoſite Patriots, and the 


a Suid. b Ibid. 
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two leading Men of the City in thoſe times ; Crari- 
wes, tho* he expos'd Pericles, yet ſhow'd a great re- 
ſpe for Cimon, and commended him in ſome Verſes 
which are cited by Plutarch. Whereas Tapeſſs ſpar'd 
neither Party, but ridicul'd both thoſe Great Cap. 
on ; as the ſame Plutarch has recorded in their 

Ves. 

Expolis, according to Seidas, periſh'd by Shipwrack 
in the War wich the Lacedemonians : on which occa- 
fion it was afrerwards pablickly prohibited, that a 
Poet ſhould ferre in War. It ſhould ſeem, ſuppoſing 
this Relation to be true, that his Body was recover'd 
and to Shore : for * Pauſenia: deſcribes his 
Tom in the Road bzrween Olympinn 
and Sicyonis : efs the ri$@& he mentions were 
only a «win+@-, or, a Monument that preſery'd no 
other Reliques but his Name and Reputation. 

Cicero * obſerves that 'twas the common notion of 
that Eepolis was thrown into the Sea by Alc;- 

ades for traducing him in one of his Pieces: But 
adds withal, that Eratofbenes had confuted this vulgar 
Opinion, by giving a Liſt of the Comedies which 
wrote, aſter the time pitch'd on for that Misfor- 


preſented Seventeen Plays (the Names of moſt 
of which as cited by ancient Authors, are collected 
by «© Yoſſi) and won Seven * ViRories. 


p. 97. b Ad Artic L 6, Epiſt. 1. © De Port, 
Gree. temper. p. 38. d Suid. 


ANTIMACHUS. 
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ANTIMACHUS. 


s i HE particular time of Antimachas's coming into 
the World is not on Record; but we are at 
no loſs in fixing his Age, ſince that of his Great 
Patron Lyſander is ſo well underſtood; who won 
his Famous Victory againſt the A:benians in the 4th 
Year of the 93d Olympiad. * Diodoras Siculus re- 
lates from Apollonius, that the Poer Flouriſh'd under 
Artaxerxes Son to Darins, Wwilich agrees witch the 
time of Lyſander. 


He was born at Colophon in Jonia * : not at Claros, * 


as an ingenious Critick f has miſtaken. For when 
Owid calls him the Clarian Poet, it's eafis to conceive, 
that the Old Town of Claros ſtanding fo very near 
Colophon, and being fo highly celebrated for the 
Temple of Apollo Clarims ; might well give an Epither 
to the Neighboring Citizens, as ic gave the chiefe(t 
Fame and Honour co their Cry. 

Steſimbrotus and Panyaſis were his Inftrutors, and 
Grammar and Poeſy the two Proteffions he * fol 
low'd : bur 'tis likely he quitted che firſt Art, when 
he had rais'd a ſufficient Credit in the other, 

He compos'd many Pieces in che Heroick way ; 
that whick we find moſt talk'd of was the Lyſandria, 
a Poem on that Great General's Atchievements. But 
however it came to pals Lyſander was ſo far from en- 
couraging and rewarding his Labour, that he gave 
away the Poetick Prize to a much inferior perfor- 
mer. Upon which aff.ont Antimachus burnt his 
Work. It ſeems Plato who was then a young Man, 
and an intimate Friend of the Poets, comforted him 


a Lib. 13. p. 350. b Suid. 
E & in 
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in his Affliction wich this Conſid:ration, that 'twas 
only the Ignorance of the Judges, which caus'd fo un- 
juſt a Sentence *. They lay too, that when Antima- 
chus had call'd rogether a great Company, and was 
reading that Poem to them; every one at laſt ſlipping 
away cxcept Plato; I'll read on ſtill (cry'd Antimacbus) 


* Ccern in Plato alone is @ ſufficient Audience *. 


Hermeſianvax an Elegiack Poer, as he is cited in » 
Atheneus, gives us an account of Antimachss's Lady, 
of his Travels for her ſake ; and his forrow for his 
Death, and his way of fupprefling ic. 


Audis AVliua, & Xevantd + on win Hou] 
Maunyes, Tarmwii fe0m YON mots. 

Aajdtiyny If Darin , ob Engny Sim jaidy 
Keraicy iZac Hinder emmreghumoy. 

"Ax-av © Koaczarea" wy d" arteriiours BC) , 
I-95 0 ms mvrzuutl 0 1314478. 


Amiimachus to win the Chryſean Dame 

Pals'd old Palloie, and view'd che wealthy ſtream 
But when interr'd in fam'd Dardania's foil 

He left che Maid, and rexch't his Native Iſle ; 
With Deathleſs Verſe his Paſſton he allay'd, 
And his (trains cur'd the Sorrows they diſplay'd. 


* Plutarch tells us, this Lyde was the Poet's Wiſe ; 
and that having loſt Her, te compos'd an Elegy in- 
ſcrib'd to her Name: where reckoning up the 
ſtrange Misfortunes and Sufferings of other People ; 
he I:fler'd his own Grief and Trouble by the reci- 
tal of cheirs. 

He attempted a vaſt Poem on the Theban War ; 
and it's commonly faid he: had finiſh'd 24 Books of 


— ——  — ——— _ - 


a Plutarch in {yſand. b Lib. 13. p. 552. c Dc Conſolut. ad 
&p ion. 
it, 
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je, before he had brought his Heroes to fit down 
before the City. - Old A&o makes him the Cyc/te 
Poer, whom Horace has expos'd : and the ſame two 
whom he has cenſur'd in that cther place. 


Nec redtum Diomedis ab interitu M:leapres. 


Antimachus (as he ſays) baving in Poem of the Re- 
turn of Diomedes, begun th: Hero's Advertures, wich 
the Death of his Uncle Meleager. ' 

* Quintilian, when he has been giving H-/ad the 
Prize in the middle Style, cells us, © Thats Antima- 
* chus or the contrary is commended for Force and 
* Gravity, and fox his way. of Exprefliog by no 
* mcans vulgar: Yet, tho' the common Judgment of 
* che Grammarians aflign'd him che Second place in 
* the Liſt of Heroick Poets ; he is very deficient, in 
* Paſſion, in Pleaſantnefs, in Diſpoſition, and in the 
* wholz Artifice of a Poe. $So that, he gives a 
* plain Argument, what great differgnce. there is 
* herween being Second to Homer, and being next to 
« him. 

The Emperour Hadrian , however celebrated as 
well for his Learning as his Valor, yer has Izfr no 
very good fign of his caſt in Poztry ; when the Hiſto- 
rian tells as, chat he had a deſign of hanithing Homer 
out of the World, and of eftabliſhing Antimachus in 
his room *. Spartian in the Life of the ſame Em- 
perour reports that he wrote obſcure Pieces in imita- 
tion of Antimachuss Whence the Great Caſaubon has 
taken the pains to prove that Poet guilty of the in:oft 
alte&ed Obſcuriry in thoſe little Fragments,or Expref(- 
fivns that remain. Theſe indeed are found chiefly a= 
mong the Gloſſographers, and owe their continuance 
in the Wo:1} to the difficulty of their Signification. 


a Lib. 10. Cc. 1. b Dio. Lib. $55. p. 75c. 
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MENANDER - 


MENANDER. 


E was born at Athens, in the ſame Year with 

the Famous Epicurus 3 which was the Third of 

the 109th * Olympiad, The Old Grammarians 
give us ſtrange relations of the early progreſs of his 
Studies ; and tells us what an odd Straragem he inven- 


— —OO—— — 


a Vet. Infcript. ep. Grader. & Meurs. de Archont. Athen. 
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ted to allay the common Envy of the City, while he 
was only a Boy. But perhaps they might have no 
other foundation for all theſe Stories, than the con- 
ſtant report of his preſenting his firſt Play, when ve- 
ry Young. Euſcbius, has mark'd the Year of this 
beginning of his Fame; the Fourth of the 214th 
Olympiad ; Two Years after the Death of Alexander 
the Great, But Meurſius has prov'd a miſtake of one 
Year upon him in this point : and fo by fixing it a 
Year ſooner, has ſhown us that the Poet was but 
Twenty Years Old when his firlt Work a 'd on 
the Stage and won the Prize. His happineſs in intro- 
ducing che New Comedy, and refining an Art which 
had been fo groſs and fo licentious in former times, 
quickly ſpread his Name over the World. * Pliny 
informs us, that the Kings of Egypr and Macedon 
gave a noble Teſtimony of his Worth; ſending Am- 
baſladors to deſire his Company at their Courts, and 
Fleers co bring him over : Bur char he himſelf left a 
nobler proof of his real Excellencies, by preferring 
the free enjoyment of his Studies, to the Favours 
and the Promiſes of Monarchs. Yet the Envy or 
the Cprruption of his Countrimen denicd his Reputa- 
tion the {ime Juſtice at home, which it found a- 
broad. For he is faid * ro have won but Eight 
Victories, tho? he oblig'd them with above an Hun- 
dred Plays. 

Quintilian in his Judgement of Afranims the Romen 
Comedian, cenlures Menander's Morals as much as he 
commends his Writings. And therefore in this ſence 
too Horgce might have ſaid 


Dicitur Afrani toga conven:e © Menandro, 


a Lib. 7. c. 9. b A. Gell. lik. r7. c. 4 ©c Lib. 2. Epiſt. x. 
Verſ. 57. 
E@ ? For 
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For our Grecian Poet was as true a Slave to Love as 
his Latim Imitator, But then his Love is recorded 
i0 have been the honelter of the ewo. For while 
/ ranims is Charg'd with making lew'd Courtſhip to 
his own Sex * ; Menander's Character at the worſt 
in ikes him no more than Ile Turdiza; iuarm)l3 * s 
{Aad Fellow after Women. 

We leain from © Atheranw, that his Miſtreſs's 
Name was G/ycera. And we may conclude ſhe was 
n0 extraordinary Beauty, from her cdd myſtical 
Apothegm to the Poet; by which ſhe gave him to 
underſtand, that an oo Tas ought no more to 
prejudice one againſt the Body which it belong'd to ; 
than the Scum on the top of a Meſs of Milk thould 
hinder one from uſing what was underneath. I: ſeems 
her Honeſty had not much advantage of her Fea- 
cures, for ſhe admicted the Court of Philemon ; who 
had before been Menander's Rival in his Art. Hence, 


when Philemon in one of his Pieces, took occaſion to * 


honour Her with the Epithet of Good; Menander, in 
his nexe Work oppos'd him with this Aſſertion, That 
no Miſs could be Good *. 

Phedrs in one of his * Fables, has given Mandy 
the Gate, and the Drels of a moſt affected Fop, 


Unguento delibut ns, weſt itu adfiluens, 
Vemiebat greſſu delicatuls © languido. 


But it's likely that this deſcription of his Perſon i: 
the only erue ching in the Story. For Pbedrus founc's 
his Tale upon this Notion, that Menander was no 
known to Demetrics Phaleraew, except in his 
Works, Whereas we are aſſur'd from good Authority 
they were Scholars cogecher under * Theoptraſt us 


— 


a Quintilian 15.1, 10.c.1. b Sauids. © Lib. 13. pag. 5*5. 
! Athens 1.12. P5584. © Libs. Fab. 2. f D.Larrt in Theoplraft. 
And 
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And farther that when Demetriw was Arraizned art 
Athens for Tyranny, Menander was like to have fuf- 
fer'd Death, for no other Crime, but the repute of 
being his * Friend. 

Menander died in the Third Year of the 122d 
Olympiad: as we are taught by the ſame Old In- 
(crip:ion, to which we were obligd for fixing the 
time of his * Birth. His Tomb, in Pa»ſanias's Age, 
Was to be ſeen at Athens, in the way from the Pirew 
to the City : cloſe by the Honorary Monument of 
* Euripides ; whom (as * Quimilian obſerves) he 
zealouſly imitated in a different Field. The following 
Verſes paſs for his Epitaph in the © Antholegis. 


Bax x, Mionn weunaire, Ty Atoreides 
Kergoniduw var” hui, Ecive, Mivardeyn Eo0. 

Ev Tvet # &aignv &s bat xavv. & Js Mwaydev 
AiCnas, Jicw © Aids » Margger. 


Stranger ! this Stone preſerves Menender's Name, 
And that poor Duſt which ſcap't his Funeral Flame. 
But would you find Menander, ask above : 

And ſzek the Laureat in the Court of Fove. 


Of his Works, which amounted to above an hundred 
Comedies, we have had a double Loſs : the Origi- 
nals being not only vaniſh'd ; but the greateſt part 
of them when Copied by Terence, having unfortu- 
nately periſh'd by Shipwrack , before they ſaw 
* Rome, Yet the four Plays which Terence borrow'd 
from him before that ſad Accident happen'd, are till 
preſerv'd in the Roman Habit : and 'tis icom che Cha- 
racter of Terence, that moſt Men now judge of Me- 


a Idem in Demetrios Phaler. b Vid Meurſ. de Archont. Athen. 
Lib. 4. C- 18. p. 182. ©c Pauſan. Attic. p. 3- & Lib. 10. C bs 
c Pag, 308. 1.3. f Sueton. in vit. Terent. 


ſe; E es nander. 


2 
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" nander. Whatever the Latin Author has deſerv'd by 


his exa& painting of the Manners ; by the ulefulnebs 
of his Sencences, or by his pleaſant and Gentleman- 
like Raillerics 3 Menander challenges a large ſhare with 
him in the Applauſe. And this Applauſe is all that 
we Can give him upon our own Judgmene. The reſt 
of his Praiſcs we muſt take at Second-hand, and 
only Clap for Company. 

We findche Old Maſtersof Rhetorick recommend- 
ing his Works, as the erue- Patrerns of every Beauty, 
and'every Grace of Publick Spzaking, * Quintilion 
declares that a careful Imitation of Menender only, 
will (atisfie all the Rules he has- laid down in his I- 
ftrtutions. "Tis in Menander that he would have his 
Orator ſearch for a Copiouſneb of Invention, for a 
happy elegance of Expicflion ; and eſpecially for an 
Unverſal Genius, abis to accommodate itſelf na- 
turaily to all Perſons, and Things, and AﬀeRions, 
And *tis by theſe Accompliſhmencs that he owns Me- 
nander to have robb'd his Competicors in Comedy, 
of thcir Name and Credit ; and to have caſt a Cloud 
over their unequal Glory, by the Superior Brightnebs 
of his own. 

His wonderful Talent at exprefiing Nature, in e- 
very Condition and under every Accident of Life, has 
always made the Ncbicſt Part of his Character. 'T was 
this which gave occaſion to the fine turn of Ariſtopha- 


»es the Grammarian ; when he ask'd that gentile 
Queſtion, 
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N Mirarſys x, Bis, 
IITyG af Cay axiricrr Ghyuponn ®. 


O MENANDER, and Notwe, 
Which of you Copi'd your Prices from the other's Work 7? 


# Lib. 10, £1. b Syrien, Comm. ad 1crmegen. p. 38. 
And 
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And Ovid has made choiſe of the ſame Excellency, to 


ſupport the Immortality he has given him. * 


Dum fallax ſerons, durus pater, improba lens, 
Vroet : dum meretrix blanda, Menander * erit. 


Yet his Wit is recorded to have been anſwerable to 
his Art; and his Sales ſuch as could be ſapplied only 
from the ſame Waters whence Venus ſprung *. 
Afﬀeer all, Fulixs Ceſar has left in ſhort, the loſtieſt 
as well as the juſteſt Praiſe of Menander's Works, , 
when he calls Terence only a Half- Menander *. For ;» 


ſhining with half it's Luſtre unrefleed ; and preſer- 
ving an equal part of its Graces, above the Power of 
the beſt Copier in the World. 


— 


b Plutarch in Compar. Ariftoph. & Menand. 


Tw 


yp 


i" 
while the Vertues of the Latiw Poer continually affect m* , 
our Mind, and engage almoſt: all our Admiration ; nander. Su- 
tis impoflible we ſhould raiſe a higher Notion of Ex- <ton. invis. 
cellency, than to conceive the Great Original ſtill **** 
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PHILEMON . 


PHILEMON, 


WE can't fully underſtand Menander's Story 


without fome naintance with Philemon , 
his double Rival in his M and in his Miſtreſs. He 
was born at Syrecuſe in Sicily according to Szidas, or, 


as * Strabo, in the Ciry call'd Sol or Pompeiopolis in 
Culicra. 


a Lib. 14. p. 671, 


He 
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He wrot in the New Comedy, like Menander, and 
tho' much inferior to him, yet by che partiality of 
the Judges, often balk'd him of the Prize. Hence 
Menendeyr meeting him once in the Street, askd 
him, Prithee tell me fairly Philemon, if you dowt al- 
ways bluſh, when the Vittory is decreed you againſt 
me * 7 

His Plays were very numerous, of which we have 
a great many Moral Fragments in the common Edi- 
tions of the Minor Poets. Plautus borrow'd his Come- 
dy of the Merchant, from one of his, of the ſame Ti- 


tle in Greek * ; as is acknowledg'd in the Prologue. *'runyg- 


Grace bac vocatur Emperss Philemonis 
Eadem Latin Mercator Marci Accii. 


We are told by a good Judge *, that tho' he 
mult yield the precedency to Menander ; yer there 
were to be found in him a great many handſom 
pieces of Wit: Intrigues pleaſantly turn'd : Perſons 
accommodated to the Nature of things, and Sen- 
rences to the Uſe of Life : Jeſts not below the Sock, 
and ſerious Refleions not fo high as the Buskin, 

Lucian has got him down among his Long-Livers, 
and given him 97 Years, making him expire in a 
Fir of Laughter. Perhaps, as the moſt ingenious 
Tanaquil Faber has conjetur'd, when the Ancients 


tell us that he and another Comick Poet * died * Philifti. 
with Laughing, they might mean no more than this 


Allegorical Sence, that they were entire Maſters of 
the Ridicule, and refin'd Buffoonry. In the fame 
manner, as when they report, that Democritss did 
nothing bue Laugh, and Hecraclitus on the other hand 
was always in tears: they mighe deſign no more, 
than to let us underſtand, chat the firſt of theſe Phi- 


— — — — = — — 


a Aal. Gell. L 17. C4. b Apulcixs Florid. L 3. 


lolophers, 
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having a full and ſenſible knowledge of the 
Vanity of all Human things, eſteem'd them only as 
the Toys of Children, the Sport of Wiſe Men. 
While Heraclitzs took the matter more to heart, and 
thought che moſt ordinary accidents of Life delerv'd 
a ſerious pity : and that the Perſons concern'd in 
them, were to be brought to a right fence, by a 
moſt ſober Application, and the Arts of a ſtudied 
condolemenc. 

But we have two larger Accounts of his Death ; 
from Seidas and Apulcixs, which as they don't much 

judice one another, ſo they are not utterly irre- 
concileable to this firſt Notion : Since they inſiſt 
only on Circumſtances that attended his Death, 
without exprefling the immediate occaſion of it. 

Suidas his Story is to this purpoſe. When the 
Athenians were engag'd in a War with Antigone ; 
Fbilemon living in the Pirew, faw in his Dream Nine 
Virgins going out of the Houſe : he fancied that he 
ask'd chem what their Deſign was; and for what 
realon they were fo unkind to leave him; and 
thought they made Anſwer, they were going to an- 
other place, it not being lawful that he ſhould hear 
them any longer. The Poet waking from his Dream 
cold the Boy that fat by him, the whele Buſineſs. 
And afterwards falling tro Work on finiſhing the Co- 
medy that he was then about, he wrap'd himſlelt up 
and went to ſleep. The People who were in the 
Houſe ſuſpeted nothing for fome time, till at laſt 
wondering at his long Reſt, they came in:o his 
Apartment, and found him Dead. 

* Apulcizs thus gives the Relation. He was reci- 
ting in a Publick place, one of his neweſt pieces ; 
and having got as tar as the third At with univerſal 
Applauſe : a violent ſtorm of Rain oblig'd the Com- 


ing 


2 Florid. L 2 


pany 
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pany to break up; but not without a Promiſe from 
the Poet, to give them the reſt of the Play the day 
aſter. Accoidingly the next day, a vaſt Multitude 
met; great crouding there was for places, and great 
expectation of the Entertainment. Ar laſt when 
every ones pati had been pretty well tired ; 
ſome of che flecteſt in the Company were diſpatch'd 
to enquire afrer Phbilemen, and to bring him along 
with them. The Meſſengers taking their way to his 
Houſe ; found him dead in his Bed: till lying in a 
ſludious poſture: his Hands claſp'd faſt about his 
Book, and his Face leaning over it. 


BION and M OSC HUS. 


T H E Prodigious Credit of Theocritus in the Pa- 
ſtoral way, enabled him not only to engroſs 
the Fame of his Rivals, but their Works coo. In the 
time of the later Grecians all the Ancient 14/liums 
were heap'd up together into one ColleRtion, and 
Theocritms this Name prefix'd to the whole Volumn. 
On which occaſion there is a pretty Greek Epigram 
in the Antbologia; attributed to Artemidoras. 


Buxonngs Melon; emegd\s ming, viv of" djpua mica; 
"EF: wes jrdegs, ni wid dAes. 


The ſcatter'd Muſes rallying on the Plains, 
A ſingle Flock, a ſingle Fold contains, 


Learned Men have not yet adjudg'd a great many 
of the Spoils to their proper Owners. But they have 
admitted the Claims of Bion and Moſchas, to a ur 

ittle 
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lictle Pieces, ſufficient ro make us inquiſitive about 
their Charater and Story. And it happens very 
pleaſantly, that we muſt be indebted to each of 
them, for our knowledge of the other, For Moſchus, 
by _—_— his Delicate Elegy on Bion, has given 
us the beſt Memorials of Biens Lite; and the beſt 
Inſtance of his own Vein in Poetry. 

Bien then, was of Smyrna, the fame Famous City, 
which ſhowes the faireſt Title to the Birth of Homer ; 
in his Name of Meliſigencs, taken from the River 
Meles, which flows not tar from its Walls. *'Tis © 
this River that Moſchar addrefiing himlelf, makes the 
ſweet Compariſon of thele two Poets. 


Ton & Ti, Tausr 1 yer]; Hivhign day© 
Tur: Mian ruor @A7@&. <TwASilo egy T8 "One 
Tave Ti ag/0ubrras Aunedy Shpun ; 2; 08 Abgar1t 
Mugeoia: nga lr gu mAvihaic frifercs, 

[gour S' Franca; curd; ad. Vu midiy d>>ov 
The dexqvus, cairn Þ on mYI mixy. * 
Aptiregst muzais mtihauire og wir bmws 
llazadl@& xggre, 5 A av mue Tis Ardbica, 
Xs wir mvdutios rghdr due ualen , 

Ka ind wizar G@, * Alder Mariaay. 
Kir@® Sf « mais, » dixgua, Tiara S" wm, 
Kei faire; hAizaure, x, dddor irhwn: 

Kai evergas; rw, x, de might dw , 

Kai midir wdiduora cndudle, x, + "Egx)e 
"ETgeper & adamuer, x; ng # 'Aperdimuv. 


This, now, a Second Grief, thou Tuneful Stream, 
This, a New Grief, O Mele: wounds thy Fame. 
Long ſince, alafs | che Mule's (weeteſt Tongue 
Thy Heumer fell ; and thou his dying Song 

Born on hy haples Current, did'ſt convey : 
While thy loud Plaiats ran founding to the Sea. 


A 
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A ſecond Son now claim's thy weeping Power, 
And racking Grief like Droughe, confumes thy 
St 


ore. 

Both choſe pure Fountains to refreſh their Muſe z 

He Helicon, ahd He fair Arethuſe. 

He ſung Achilles, and th' Atridan flame, 

And the bright Miſchief of the fatal Dame. 

Bue He, nor Arms, nor Tears, bue Gentle Swains : 

Nor ever left his Flock to tend his Strains. 

To frame ſhrill Pipes was Bion's envied knack, 

And pleaſe Young Lovers, while their glowing 
ſmack 

Came ecchoing in his Tunes. Sometimes he bow'd 

To eaſe fair Heifers of their Milky Load. 

About his Neck ſweet Cupid clinging Plaid; 

And every Kiſs He gave che Boy, the Mother's 
Love repaid. 


This is all the information we have, as to his Coun- 

try, his Credic and his Profeflion. The Age of him 
and Moſchas coo may be fetled from the fame Aus 
thority. For Theocritus is introduced * as bewailing * vas 94+ 
Bion's Death among the Syracufians, while Moſchus = ook 
was mourning the fame loſs in Sicily. And therefore *e/@-, 6c. 
all the Three Paſtoral Poets muſt have been Cotem- 
poraries. And fince Theocritxs is fo well known to 
have flouriſh'd under the famous Prolomy Philadelphas, 
Bion and Moſchas, muſt be placed in the ſame happy 
Times of Wit and Learniag : tho' perhaps they had 
not the honour to be encourag'd by the fame Royal 
Patron. Now Euſebius informs us that Prolomy Phila- 
delpbus began his Reign in the 4th Year of the 123d 
COU and concluded it in the Second Year of 
the 133d. 

Bien unhappily periſh'd by Poyſon : and, it ſhould 
ſeem, not accidentally, but by the appointment of 
ſome Great Man. For thus Meſchus deſcribes his Fate. 
"Agzals 
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Arie Enwangl To mrhG@&, dr ile Moiow. 

de warcr Jabs — — Ta , pdp runner od Sg. 

les TY mic yoloum mriÞogus , nix iyavagytn ; 

Tis # Bois rarime ardueyÞ , * yu Zan TH 

"H Sora 19h Te gdpuarncy , Vaguyer wdus ; 
Begin, fad Nymps, begin the Mournful Strains: * 
Poylon, Poor Bien, Poylon fir'd thy Veins. 
But, ah | could Poyſon to thy Mouth be born, 
And touch thoſe Lips, and not the Honey turn ? 
Ah! could che Savage Wrectchthat mixet the Draught, 
Deaf to thy Song ſtill keep the Barbarous Thought | 
Ah ! could thy Charms nor break thedire Command, 
And ſhake che Portion from his crembling Hand ' 


It was not enough, what was before obſerv'd of 
Theecritus, that he had engrols'd the Credic and the 
Writings of the other Paſtoral Poets ; for, it ſeems 
he had robed one of chem of his rery Name : Since 
we find ſome Criticks maintaining that AMoſcbar and 
Theocritzs are the lame Perſon. But they are (uffici- 
ently confured by the remark alrcady made, that in 
Moſchus's Elegy on Bien, he brings in Theocritus be- 
wailing the fame Misfortune in another Country. 
Saidas will have Moſchs; to have been a Profeſſor ot 
Grammar at Syracuſe. But it's certain that when he 
made that Elegy, his reſidence was among the Italians, 
(tho' perhaps in thoſe parts which lay over againſt 
Sicily) where he ſeems to have been Scholar to Bien ; 
and his Succefior in Governing the Poetick 
School. Moſt of this may be fairly deduced from his 
own Words. 


— au]dy wu 7h 
Away; , iliea are wa, 5 EG cis 
Bencninge, <2 wr 7" idduiEzo oGo wahilds. 
Kanagyium Mira Ti; Antid © dum oziter ; 
"Mau wir Twr bw, 4pul ff emi las coiday, oy 
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And I, Auſenis's Swain, to Verſe commit 

Her Tears : no Stranger to the foft Delight 

Of Dorian Nombers, which thy Honour'd School 

Boaſt, the dear Reliques of their Maſter's Soul, 

Thy Wealth finds other Heirs: with me re- 
main : 


Thy Nobleſt Gifts ; with me thy Pipe and Vein, 


The few Remains of theſe two Poets are reckon'd 
among the ſweeteſt Pieces of the Ancient Deli- 
cacy. Ir is obſervable that Moſchws, tho Scholar to 
the other yet is always honour'd with the Preceden- 
cy by the Criticks, who have Publiſh'd or Iluſtra- 
ted their Works. The occaſion of this favour 
was probably their finding a little nearer reſem- 
blance to Theocritus in His Condudt and Style ; than 
they could obſerve in Bion's. Not but that he and 
Bien both, ſeem in a great meaſure to have neg- 
le&ted that blune Rnſticity and Plainne(ls, which was 
fo admir'd an Art of their Great Rival. For they 


aim always at ſomething more polite and gentile, 


tho* equally natural, in their Compoſitions. In- 
deed, the greateſt part of their Subjeas, not requi- 
ring the dire talk and Converſation of Shepherds, 
may be excusd, if they are adorn'd with more 
Grace and Elegancy, as long as the Original Sim- 
plicity is not deſtroy'd, As the Paſtoral Muſe is not 
to be ſet on a Throne like a Princcts, ſo ſhe looks 
altogether as ungainly if ſhe always lies along, 
picking the Graſs, or kifling the Green Turf. 

main Beauty is what Boileau calls deſcendre ſans baſ- 
ſeſſe, to ſtoop without creeping ; and this perhaps may 
ſhine as fair in chem, as in Theocritus, However, 


they 
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BOOKS Printed for Abel $wall, & the Unicorn ir 
Ambden's Britania, newly Tranſlated into Engliſh with 
large Additions and Improvervents, and Maps of 
Theſaur m Geogr apbicns, a new Body of Geography, eonmtain- 
ing the Genera Doin of that Science, and a lar De- 
known Countries of the Earth, with Maps engraven Copper. 
Folio. 
containing an Account of the Lives and Writings, and an A- 
—_ - of the Works of the Primitive Fathers, and all 
( 


&, Paul'sClurch-Jord., .,, 
C try, engrav'd anew. Folio. F220 
ſcription, Geographical, Topographicd and P of allthe 
Monſieur L. E. Ds Pin's Hiſtory of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, 
cal Writers from the time of our Saviour, to the 


end of the Ninth Century. Folio, Seven Tomes. 

The Evangelical Hiſtory, or the Life of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, comprehenſively and plainly related. Adorn'd with 

Curs. 8*, 

Evangelical Hiffory, Part II. being the Lives and Afs 
of the Holy les. Hluſtrated with the Effigies of the Apo- 
files, and a Map oftheir Travels, engraven in Copper. 87. 

1 he Effays or Councils, Civil and Moral, of Sir Francis Ba- 
con, Lord Verulam, and Vicount of St. Alban ; witha Character 
of Q. Elizabeth now added in this Edition. 8*, 

The Hiſtory of the Revolutions in Sweden, occaſion'dby the 
Change of Religion, and Alteration of Government in that 
King Tranſlated from French, by F. Mitchel, M. D. 8+. 

Reme Amtique Notitia: Or the Antiquities of Rome, con- 
taining a ſhort Hiſtory of the Common-wealth ; and an Ac- 
count of their Religion, Government, Cuſtoms, &c. By Baſil 
Kennet, of C. C. C. Oxon. 8*. 

C. Jul. Czfaris Comment. cum Notis & Interpretat.Joan. 
Goduini in uſum Delphini. 8. 

P.Orvidii Metamorphoſeon. Interpret. & Notis illuftravicD. 
Criſpinusin uſum Delph. recenſuic J. Freind, Oxon. 8*. 

T. Lucretii Cari de Natura Rerum Libri. Interpretatione 
& Notis illuſtravit. Tho. Creech. 8*. 

P. Virgilii Opera, Notis & Interpret. illuſtrayit. Carol. 
Ruzus in uſum Deiphini. 85. Eutro-- 


Books Printed for Abel Swall. 

Eutropii Hiſtoriz Romanz Breviar. cum Notis & Emen- 
dationibus Anne, Tannaq. Fabri Filiz, in uſum Delphini. 8+. 

The Engliſh Hiſtorical "Library, Part L A ſhort View and 
Character of moſt of the Writers now extant, either in Priat 
or Manuſcript, which may be ſerviceable to the Underta- 
kers of a General Hiſtory of this Kingdom. By W. Nicolſon, 
M. A. Arch-Deacon of Carliſle. 8*. 

The Engliſh Hiſtorical Library. Part II. Giving a Cata- 
logue of moſt of our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians ; and ſome 
Critical Refle&ions vpon the Chief of them. With a Pre- 
Eace correting the Errors, and ſupplying the Defeats of the 
former Part. By W. Nicolſon. 8", 

Medulls Hiſftorig Anglicans: A Compendious Hiſtory of 
the Monarchs of Egland. from the time of Julixs Ceſar, to 
the Reign of his pretent Majeſty, K. William 85. 

The ies of Terence, made Engliſk ; wich his Life, 
and fome Remarks at the end. $*. 

Plaumtww's Comedies: Amphbitrzyon, Rudens and Epidicu:, 

iſh'd ; with critical Remarks 8*. 
he Courtiers Oracle : Or, the Art of Prudence, Wrictzn 
in Spanib by Baltetar Gracien ; and now Engliſh'd. 8". 

Jacobi Robaulti Tractatus Phyſicus, cum Animadverſioni- 
bus Ant. le Grand. cui acceffit ejuidem Rohaulti de Arte Me- 
chanica Tractatus Mathematicus, figur. zneis illuftrat. 8*. 

Je.Clerici Phyſica,firve de Rebus Corporeis Libri Quingqzs*. 

Licargia Ecclefiz Anglicanz Latine. 125, 

Now newly Publiſhed, 

Archeologia Grece : Or, the Antiquities of Greece, con- 
taining an Account of the Civil Government of Athens. The 
Religion, Laws, Cuſtoms, &c. of the Ancient Grecians. By 
Potter, A. M. and Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxon. Illuſtrated 
with Sculptures. 8". 

*The Lives and CharaRers of the Ancient Greek Poets. By 
Raſil Kennet of C. C. C. Oxan. Adorn'd with their Heads in 
Sculpture. 8*, 

ADVERTISEMENT, 

The Lives and Charatters of the Ancient Latin Poets, will be 

Publih'd with all comvenient ſpeed; andPromted im the ſame Volume 


